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January | stocks of feed grain (corn, oats, and barley) on Illinois farms, 
totaling 10.5 million tons, were 16 percent short of last year's January 1 aggregate 
' 
and only 3 percent larger than the 1940-49 average. At the same time livestock 
numbers are well above average, mainly due to a near record pig crop during the 
past year, and will swell further if swine growers carry out their intentions to 
increase spring sows 6 percent over last year's total. The intended number of 
sows, withaverage size litters, would produce the largest spring crop of record. 
Growers held 318 million bushels of corn on January 1 compared with 389 million 
a year ago and the average for that date of 317 million. Oats stocks amounting to 
109 million bushels were 1 percent smaller than last year, but a fifth larger than 
average. 

Wheat stocks, 2.3 million bushels, were only 38 percent as large as those 
at the beginning of 1950 and within 1 percent of the record low. Soybean stocks, 
on the other hand, were a record high at 28.4 million bushels. Hay supplies were 
at near record levels, although severe weather in recent weeks has required heavy 
feeding and caused the depletion of some individual holdings. 

December egg production, 209 million eggs, was 37 percent larger than 
average, although 12 percent below last year’s December total because of reduc- 
tions in both number of layers and rate of lay. Milk production rates were down 
slightly compared with a year earlier because of adverse weather. With cow 
numbers continuing their decline, total milk production during December, 361 


million pounds, was off 4 percent from a year ago and 7 percent below average. 


ILLINOIS AND U.S. GRAIN 2 NOUS. ON FARMS ON aE ee 1 


Averages! 940-49 1950 ; 1051 
3 eerie 0 ; oi ls5000 : al O00 


eeencent 1/ : Bushels :Percentl1/: Bushels : Percent1/; Bushels 
ILLINOIS 
Corn (grain) 79 316,706 a 388,986 78 Sv aee Ss 
Wheat 16 4,286 ie 6,091 S$. Yay a 
Oats 61 83,602 61 100,566 60 sore ee | 
Barley Be ters 36 472 “4S: 336 
Rye 25) 188 bee 126 Zt 182 
Soybeans 29 17,265 23 19,656 30 28,426 
Hay 74 3/ 2,986 74 Bie, 6.09 71 ies 201 
UNITED STATES 
Corn (grain) 76.2 2500.10 TS Cais 2,405,778 Te, 2,160,548 
Wheat Bibye 50189.13 28.6 326,942 CVA 535,070 
Oats Oa C995 13 62.0 824,510 62.0 907,660 
Barley 48.8 153,096 45.0 106,494 46.3 He behys oie) 
Rye 42.2 14,765 ae 4,803 Sed igo tg 
Soybeans LH 2Bn9 of e580 3.00 26.4 60,853 34.0 97,671 
Hay ~ 69.4 3/ 69,538 O9iiay 431 109,304 68.0 3/72,688 


MPercent offpreyiousiyear’sicrop. 2/ Short time average. 3/ Thousand tons. 


ILLINOIS AND U.S. OTHER QUARTERLY STOCKS ON FARMS, 
OGLOBE RIS 1949 TO OCTOBER ly, 1950 


ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
Oc re he ~eInlyons (Octet a4 Oct: wm Apr eT LV EOC; 
iOS een? Oueeennl > Olen oO ia Lee ere 9.50 i) rhe et) 
Thousand bushels Thousands bushels 
Corn (grain) 125,779 293,002 176,8120945,466 ~ 708,443'1,637,208 1,060,377 486,150 
Wheat 8,888 3,748 469 6,058 471,473 199,175 67,907 483,642 
Oats 125,053 52,756 14,838 124,664 1,059,027 484,685 192,392°1,1685742 
Soybeans LO Ziel OS 2,564 427 2,147 45,778 7,064 1,204 


Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician 


J. A. Ewing 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge -OVER- 
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a ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
ag S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS 1 Oe OD A: TURAL STATISTICS 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 4A% gfield, Illinois, Apr. 12,1951 
238, | we 
TOleeer ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - APRIR hh} 95H 
175% 65 April 1 indications point to a winter wheaf, pete BE BEI HALion bushels in 
aes llinois, This figure is a third larger than last S production and more thana 


fourth larger than the 1940-49 average. Growers seededa substantially larger 
acreage last fall than that sown a year earlier, and the present yield outlook is 
brighter. Loss of acreage has been small, thus far, despite frequent periods of 
unusually low winter temperatures. Most seedings entered the winter with well 
developed root systems, and generally were protected from sharp temperature 
changes by snow. Some late seedings, which made very little top growth last fall, 
@look a bit discouraging, but with a few days of warm weather and a little top dressing 
many of these fields may disclose unsuspected vigor. Excellent stands are apparent 
in most of the wheat but spring growth has been extremely limited-~-the dormant 
period having been prolonged by poor growing weather. 


Field work has been delayed and growth of all grains and grasses retarded 
by the late spring. Only five percent of the oats acreage was sown at the end of 
the first week of April, compared with 18 percent a year earlier, and the ten-year 
average of more thana third. Pastures have furnished little or no forage but are 
in good condition, have ample moisture, and will develop rapidly with higher temper- 
atures. 


Farm stocks of feed grains on April 1 were one percent larger than the 
ten-year average for that date, but 29 percent smaller than April 1 stocks a year 
ago. A total of 200 million bushels of corn were being held on farms compared 
with 293 million a year earlier, and 203 million, the ten-year average. Oats stocks, 
55 million bushels, were 4 percent larger than last year’s April 1 stocks, anda 
fifth larger than average. Farmers have disposed of most of their wheat--only 
826 thousand bushels remaining out of last year’s 28 million bushel crop. Soybean 
stocks totaling 11.4 million bushels are a fourth smaller than those of a year ago, 
and 8 percent less than average. 


The southern commercial peach area has a near failure, due to severe 
winter damage. Elbertas were the hardest hit and some tree damage occurred. 
Earlier varieties will have a partial crop. Most varieties of apples escaped severe 
damage except Jonathan. A good crop of Transparent, Duchess and other early 
varieties is expected in the Jackson-Johnson County area. 


Production of milk per cow was at a record level during March but the 
total of 432 million pounds for the month was 4 percent below average because of 
a continued decline in cow numbers. March egg production, 307 million eggs, was 
5 percent below the total for March 1950, due mainly to reductions in laying flock. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON US SUAVE RUbts I 
Percent of 


Previous eat, s Grop iy : Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 


Av. 1940-49 1950 1951 Av. 1940-49 1950 195] 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 50.3 58 49 Piveees') & 293,002 199,595 
Wheat 8.6 8 3 2,278 3,748 826 
Oats 33.0 32 33 45,173 52,756 54,852 
Barley eo aa 28 15 1/164 367 202 
Rye AA iy 10 10 ee: GS 84. 87 
Soybeans 20.4 18 12 12,413 15,383 11,370 
UNITED STATES : 
Corn for grain Zit oepe.b 47,6 1,241,674 1,637,208 1,353,106 
Wheat 22.) Ue ieee 1 2 222,565 199,175 217,261 
Oats Sieh. 230.9 11-58, 2 467,789 484,685 559,676 
Barley Nie’ aged RL nears) Lp aeewtee 69,921 88,869 
Rye Gas ge We: 18.4 1/ 4,769 3,332 4.237 
Soybeans Ty. 194 Was = 164) 1/ 37,427 45,778 46,114 


iG Short-time average, 


J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., May 11, 1951 


LL GINOIS CROP REPORT - MAY 4.1951 
The Illinois wheat production forecast of 36.3 million bushels is nearly a third 
larger than the 1950 crop, and more than a fourth larger than the ten-year average, 
according to the crop reporting service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments of 
Agriculture. In only three of the last ten years has Illinois produced a larger winter 


wheat crop than that indicated for 1951. Stands and the general appearance of the 
crop have improved materially with the arrival of more favorable growing weather 
Top growth is, of course, shorter than usual for this date. 


Oats seeding was completed for all practical purposes a week ago, after one of 
the latest starts in many years. Conditions have been favorable for rapid germina- 
tion. An unknown fraction of the intended oats acreage will not be sown because of 
the lateness of the season-~instead will be planted to corn and soybeans. This 
applies primarily to southern Illinois. The acreage so affected will not be large 
for the State as a whole. Roughly 70 percent of the plowing for corn and soybeans 
has been completed, compared with about 60 percent last year at this time, and 80 
to 90 percent two years ago. Planting of corn is just barely underway, a few fields 
having gone in toward the end of last week. 


A smaller fraction of last year's large hay crop remains on farms than has been 
held at this time in other recent years. Large numbers of livestock, the severe 
winter, with only limited opportunity for proper use of crop aftermath, and the 
retarded growth of pastures this spring resulted in unusually heavy consumption. 
Pastures and hay crops have been responding to warmer weather. In both instances 
the May 1 condition showed a substantially better prospect that that reported a year 
earlier. Grasses have shown further improvement since the first of the month. 


A total of 433 million pounds of milk were produced during April, compared 
with 446 million a year ago, and the ten year average of 468 million. Egg production, 
placed at 317 million eggs during the past month, was equal to the ten year average, 
but 4 percent below the total for April 1950 


HE LIBRARY Or int 


Apples in the major producing areas reached full bloom under LE ae favor- 


able for pollination and offer prospects for a good crop winy 15 105 
yf ty b 8) leet ¢ 
STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MAY 1 REPORT - Acreage, production, ond hay LLINOIS 
stocks shown in thousands ININE RAY 
ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
Crop . Average Ind jawAve rage: banindiis 
LIZOGA IO EISO ys wh IS1s EL 94049 vt, 1950 L95il 
Winter Wheat - 
Acres for harvest 1,414 DieSp2en Lotas. 144,040 43,816 41,200 
Yield per acre 19.6 20.0 TAN) Liz By, el 16.6 
Production, bu. 2EO,070 ni ereetON i 6.288..791,764 9 750,666. 682,196 
Ryeic 
Acres for harvest 53 62 63 2,448 1,822 1,818 
Yield per acre 13.0 14.0 14.0 12.2 12.6 12.8 
Production, bu. 689 868 882) (30.173 PCA ae ge VA es aM S| 
All hay condition 84 76 85 84 ‘9 85 
Pasture condition 84 ig 81 82 74 78 
Hay stocks on farms - 
% of previous year’s crop 18.9 17.0 16.0 Laue 14.9 14.6 
Tons ‘fey 638 Tike IN Romo rar2 145637 vLaseno 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician in Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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ILUINGOIS CROP REPORT “JUNE ly 1951 
WERSITY UF iLidiuls 

The crop outlook for Illinois is well above average. Preliminary forecasts 
of small grain production are substantially higher than the 1940-49 average. 
Production estimates of corn and soybeans are not available but practically all of 
the intended corn acreage and over 90 percent of the soybeans have been planted 
under conditions generally favorable for prompt, uniform germination. Some areas 
have experienced brief periods of drought particularly in west central Illinois and 
the lower half of the State, but the situation has never reached the critical stage. 
Conditions have been favorable for rapid progress of field work during the past 
month. Planting of corn and soybeans moved along with few interruptions. Prompt 
cultivation kept these row crops free of weeds until the past week when interrupted 
by showers. 


The wheat production forecast of 36 million bushels is a fourth larger than the 
ten-year average and a third larger than the 1950 crop. The outlook for winter 
wheat in Illinois showed signs of improving in early May but these apparent gains 
were dissipated and the present forecast represents no change from the May 1 
estimate. 


An oats crop of 155 million bushels is indicated, 7 percent smaller than the 
1950 crop but 8 percent larger than the ten-year average. Oats seeding was delayed 
by cold wet weather and very few were sown prior to the second week of April. The 
job moved rapidly after that time and was largely completed by May 5. Some un- 
certainty exists as to the extent to which growers may have carried out their earlier 
intentions, particularly in southern areas where oats are considered late when 
seeded after April 1. Inasmuch as the southern half of the State accounts for only 
a fifth of the Illinois oats acreage, a substantial reduction in acreage is not antici- 
pated. A measure of growers’ performance will be available in the July Crop Report. 


Hay and pastures were greatly retarded early in the season by low tempera- 
tures and a lack of sunlight, but once underway they developed rapidly and are now 
reported to be in better than average condition. The alfalfa crop looks particularly 
good and its condition, reported to be 94 percent of normal,is 5 points above average. 
Harvest of the alfalfa crop has been underway for over two weeks and growers 
started on red clover during recent days. Inopportune showers for haying operations 
have damaged hay lying in swath or windrow in some instances, but such losses have 
not been unusually large. 


The Illinois peach crop, as has been noted earlier, is a near failure but the 
outlook for other tree fruits and grapes ranges from fair to good. Milk production 
during May, 530 million pounds,was practically the same as in May a year ago, 
but 6 percent less than average. A total of 314 million eggs were produced during 
May compared with 319 million in the same month a year ago and the ten-year aver- 
age of 303 million eggs. 


SEAVE Sac Als SUMNMAR Yor ORF IU NE 2eR EE POR Tr 
Acreage and Production Figures in Thousands 


: ILLINOIS UNITE DIS! At eS 
Crop Average: LAveravers 
1940-49 : PO50y i 1951 : 1940-49 : 1950 ee ok 

Winter Wheat - 

Acres for harvest 1,414 omic IL Ta 44 ,640 43,816 41,200 

Yield per acre, bu. 19.6 2000) cag ER ad Lied | ra 

Production, bu. 28,676 27,440 36,288 791,764 750,666 £0551 75 
Spring Wheat - 

Production, bu. 203 98 92 279,546 276,089 348,650 
Ry - 

Acres for harvest 53 62 63 2,448 1,822 1,818 

Production, bu. 689 868 882 305173 ZERO Ta 23,30 1 
Oats = 

Production, bu. La Sas 166,218 154,644 Let bob) 405.154 . 1.340.504 
Darley ™ 

Production, bu. BoT5 1,344 1,080 306,523 301,009 254,903 
All Hay = 

Condition, % 85 83 88 84 82 86 
Pasture - 

Condition, % 89 86 90 85 83 86 
Peaches - 
“Production, bu. e570 ee 182 71,150 53,485 65,537 
Pears = 

Production, bu. 379 244 280 31,008 31,140 31,295 

. Ewing urton R. Miller 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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“a cals ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVIER ORARY OF THE 
U.S. DEPT, OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAIL DA MISTICS 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., July 11, 1951 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLJwo): 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1951 ILLINULS 


A total of 20.7 million acres of field crops will be harvested on Illinois 
farms this season if present plans are fulfilled. This represents an increase of one 
percent over last year’s total and is only 140 thousand acres short of the all time 
record established in 1902. Increases in corn and winter wheat are partially offset 
by reductions in soybeans and small grains other than winter wheat. Growers count 
on harvesting 9.0 million acres of corn, a 9 percent increase over last year's 
acreage, and 6 percent more than the 1940-49 average. Winter wheat will be har- 
vested from |].8 million acres, 28 percent more than harvested last year, and almost 
a fourth more than the ten-year average. A 12 percent reduction in oats leaves 3.4 
million acres for harvest this year--two percent short of the ten-year average. An 
11 percent reduction in soybeans is indicated, with 3.6 million acres intended for 
harvest for all purposes. The aggregate acreage of the principal hays is unchanged 
from last year, but reductions in annual legumes intended for hay pulls down the all 
hay total almost two percent from that of 1950. 


The season's first corn production forecast promises a crop of 503 million 
bushels, compared with 420 million last year and the ten-year average of 429 million. 
If present expectations are realized, this year’s crop will be the fourth largest of 
record and the fourth crop to exceed half a billion bushels. Planted under favorable 
conditions, the crop made better than average stands, and is now about three feet 
tall, about the usual height for this date. Heavy rains and resulting overflow of 
secondary streams damaged or destroyed a limited acreage in central and southern 
counties in late June, but losses of acreage from all causes have been no larger than 
usual thus far. A yield of 56 bushels per acre is anticipated. This shares honors 
with 1949 in being the third largest of record in Illinois. | 


This year’s reduction in total soybean acreage is primarily a product of the 
increase incorn. Because of the need for increased quantities of feed grains, farm 
program corn acreage restrictions were removed and growers were encouraged to 
produce the maximum possible within the limitations imposed by the requirements 
of good soil husbandry. A slightly larger fraction of the total soybean acreage will 
be utilized for beans this year. About 3.5 million acres are expected to be combined 
this fall, compared with 3.9 million a year ago, and the ten-year average of 3.2 
million acres. The first production forecast of the 1951 crop will be released in 
early August. 


A winter wheat crop of 37 million bushels is indicated. This is a third 
inpveranan athe 1950 crop andis 29 percent larger than the ten-year average. Wheat 
is ripe well above mid-State but harvest has been retarded by wet fields. About 
two-fifths has been combined compared with over half at this time a year ago. Yields 
vary widely in all communities. However, the State-wide yield at 21.0 bushels per 
acre is a bushel higher than that of last year and 1.4 bushels above average. 


The outlook for oats calls for a crop of 155 million bushels, compared with 
166 million a year ago and the ten-year average of 144 million bushels. Beceuse of 
poor seeding weather growers reduced acreage somewhat more than intended at 
winter’s end. Prospects are brightest in the heavy producing northern counties. A 
considerable acreage, particularly across central Illinois, is poorly filled. A few 
winter oats have been combined in the lower end of the State and the spring sown crop 
is ripening as far north as upper central Illinois. A yield of 45 bushels per acre is 
expected compared with 42.5 bushels in 1950, and the ten-year average of 40.9. 


This year's alfalfa acreage is up 12 percent from that of last year, making 
this season's total 954 thousand acres, the largest of record. The acreage of clover 
and most other varieties of hay were down from a year ago. Production of all hays, 
4.7 million tons, is 2 percent larger than the 1950 crop, and 17 percent larger than 
average. Yields are larger than average generally, but rains and poor drying 
weather have resulted in quality losses. 


Farm stocks of corn were estimated at 122 million bushels on July 1, com- 
pared with 177 million a year earlier, and the average for that date of 116 million 
bushels. A total of 23 million bushels of oats were being held on farms compared 
with 15 million last year, and 18 million the ten-year average. Stocks of soybeans 
and old wheat on farms are almost nil, as usual at this date. 


~OY 


URLOIISIJLIS TeAN}M1sy aszreyyD Ul] URLSI}SI}eIS TeAN}[No1Asy 
IATTUN “YY uoJINng suUIM” “VL 


‘aderaae motaq si dors yoerad ay} ‘QgéT 
Ul UBY} TasAeT aTiuM ‘SalitTayO anos pue saevoad ‘sadeis ‘satdde z0f7 ATTe1daedsa ‘aseraae 
aAoge are s}inaz snonploap az0j syoodsoig ‘pajyoadxa si sjaaq aedns jo dors aseazaae 
ue jnoqy ‘e8eraAe jo JUadI1ed gg ATUO aq TIS [TIM 71 ‘QG6T Ul UeY. raB1eT YYIF e 9q T[IM 
dozo ead Arp ay} alum ‘aderaAe MoOtaq Juao10d CQ] pue 1e9h jSeT Ue TaT[ewWsS ATYSITS 
aq T[1m doio ueaq Arp ayy, ‘aderTaAe Spily}-OM} ULY} SS2T 0} UOIJONpoAd aodnpad T{IM 
adearoe ojyejodjaams ul yno daeys yw ‘saieoak QT Ul JSaTTeUIS ay} aq oO} ATay1] $1 UAN}NO ay4 
‘yeod gg6] ey} 1e908uU pTalk e jnqg ‘[7 8] VOUS jSaTTeWIs asearoe o,e}Od ay} YUM ~yedsoad 
ut Sst dois 9f6T P10O99I1 |9Y} 0} BSOTD UOIJONpoOAd ODD.eqGoO] “QGéT Ul UeYY TaT[eWS AT]4SIT[S 
ATUO st a8earoe ynuead ay} faderadAe aaoqge AT}YSI[S aq ACUI ‘QGh] Ul Ue} SsazT Ysnoy} 
‘uoljonpoad xeTy freak yseyT ueYy} TaditeyT quadazad gg si adearde u0jj0d ‘doid OGéI piodea ay} 
se adie, se AT1eaU SUeA|Aq JO UINIINO Ue 2}edIpUl OJ Spud} adeaade UvaqAOS adIeT OUT “jeyM 
-autos dn aq [[1M uoljonpoad paastig ‘dors yeaymyonq [Teuis e ATUO IOF arte szyoadsoad 4nq 
‘s1eok JUIDaI JSOU Ul UY DAT aTOW AT}IYSITS ‘9d11 Jo uolyONpoad pue aseaide prodaiI e 
‘dord jyeaym as8eraae ATTeNIIA & aq [IM SULeIS POOF ay} BUOUIY ‘p10DaI Jo Sadie, aq T[IM 
saijddns Aey ‘saieak ¢ 4ySseT oy} Ul UeYY SSoeT ATIYSBITS 9q [[1M jluN TeUTlUe 13d sule13 paody jo 
saijddns wizej ‘s}eo puke UIODS Fo SYIO}S VBAeT Buipnpoul ‘rtarAoAa1ed asiey, ATAAL}eTAaI e YM 
"OS6T Ul Se ase] Se yNoOgGe aq oO} ATayYIT ulers UINYs10S Jo AjljueNb e pue ‘stTaysnq uol{{iw 
€9z jo dois Aatzeq [[euIs ATAAI}eT II & ‘S}eO FO STaYysNq UOlTIIW Bgge‘T Fo JSaATeY aser19Ae 
uey} Tad1eT e ‘ad1M} ATUO Papasdxe ‘sTaysnq uol{TIUI G67‘¢ jo doiod usOd e apntoul asayy 
‘auunToOA doid-][]Te ase, JY} OJ S1IOJNq1I1JUOD JSalAeaY ay} are ‘TeNSN se ‘suleis paag 


‘8P6l ydaoxe prod.er1 Jo teak Aue 
Jo yey} paadxe AewW ‘sjseda10j JUaTAND uodn paseq ‘uoljonpoad ayesar38e ‘4[nsea e sy 
‘9Z1S PIOIII-~1eaU JO 9q [IM STaY}O [eIaA—as jnq ‘sp1oOda1 uOoIyONpoad mau jas 01 pajydadxa 
are Aey pue ao1a ATUO sdois szofeur ay} jQ ‘SuOT}IpuOod. asTqeroAe;z ATJSOW IapuNn BuIMOIS 
ale Idaljiee papuajul uey} suINYysi10s pue sueaqdos ‘Aey ‘uUL0D Jo sadeatoe rasieq *‘joed 
-soid ul mou sl ‘] ouNf UO UeYY aTOUL UOIT[IW QT ‘STeysnq uolT[iUt 07 0‘T Fo dozd yeaym Te 
ue ‘y[NSserl e sy ‘sorde uOlT[IW-jJ[ey e ATIe9au Aq suoljuajul BuljUueTd papasaoxa asearse 
yeaym Ssuiads pue ‘sesuey pue euloye,TyO jo szszed ul suoljipuod Buljsaaaey asazaape 
ayidsap ‘paaordun sysedsoad yeaym araqurp, ‘Steak JUaDaI Ul 4Ssaq ay} Sse poos se ATT en 1A 
pajzodaz are syoedsoad platx ‘¢Ee6T Gouls aB8eatoe ajesaidse ysadae, ay} uo sdoad yueyzd 
0} eTGe atam SrawuIe_T “‘umouy sey ArjJUNOD 9} sTQqe1oOAR; JSou ay} Suowe sydedsoad ui 
paynser sey aung ut yuauidojaAap doad 10} suoijipuod ul yuauaAoadun panuiju0g 


TS6t TA TOT =" LAOdaa aOuoy 1VaaNaD Sa) 


‘gaoe aad praik atqeqoig x 
-- b6 76H 16 06 £6 S6 96 L6 OOl % ‘puos ‘eainjsed 


Cyan 06 €8 +8 28 €8 98 68 C6 0G 86 % ‘puod ‘AeH TLV 
0 SP G8 69 6L LL 6L S8 $8 28 68 68 % “puod ‘S}eO 
OLS -- Bh! 61 61 aes aed 2 faxd 92 £2 x* nq prA‘yeoum’ M 
0°95 68 €8 28 88 68 16 26 16 06 18 % “puosd‘usoy 
aioe ted: 7 a :4Ssea :4S98aMm : 4Sed 11S9M: te T1¢ > 3seo° S0MmM: 
pretA ‘°*puoyd ‘yynog'yynos: y4yNoG:yyNOG: seq :-uay: 182M MAT ONGMIE ON: dois 
“Put! neteaee 3 : Seq 4soM : 


SIONTT Tl dO Viby Ur aot) aLvis GNV Toiwisia LS6l “TAINS 


EGL‘Z Let Oi CVE © SAaG, SIZ L62 F672 SIP beg Key I1V 
CEG E Oo SRE MAL 98 969 LOG bOP bbe LSit S8 sueveq 10 nf 


IP9'e 682 €82 S88 802 69S 90F [SZ rae B | 88 TLV: 

‘sueaqhog 
0°09 GEe Cale Ske 8°6 9°2 | Fae PY 6°F ‘Seye aAy 
0'9¢ Ove SHO st Se Gat age © ie tl 9. GTI Sac. Aaytieg 
CPP E 6€ Aen SES A BCC cls 92S 62¢€ 999 [ES Seb S31eO 
O'€ -- -- (P Re wa ie ca eee 8° JESUM'S 
9G2‘1 6FI LSE 862 OLYP sOl BEM cri O€ SZ FEeOUM' M 
G26‘8 10S 6VF) OFO°l.. 920 Ie IPE eeOL Ze eas LOI lee S964 utory 

YP 4SES 'h ISOMSe IS bo. Ge So Ae ey a 0 o) 4seo casem 3: 


2321S ulate -Yjnog: -y4ynosg : -yjnos : {seq e¥20 > SOM A 4 ON Hwan doig 
ySCU = 1S9M 
(Somoy FO Same SaOVaAEHOV dowd TOM isia RUVNINI Tava LS6T, ~"SION IS) 


"2 a8eq -- 1661 ‘1 Atng - qt0day dor siourtq] 


STATISTICAL TABLE FOR ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1951 


ACREAGE, PRODUCTION, AND FARM GRAIN STOCKS FOR ILLINOIS 
AND UNITED STATES 


; ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
Crop Average: -Indicated ‘Average: : Indicated 
1940-49: 1960 2% 1951 1940-49 1950 : 1951 
(Acreage, production, and stocks in thousands) 

Corn 

WWE sg 7 as Ma ai ft EN 8,470 8,234 8,975 87,882 83,302 84,575 

GEE eC TOR stp, cs sas» 50.5 51.0 S00 33.9 37.6 39.0 

Pormeecrion, (Mil. Ss. nna.) ole us 429,440 419,934 502,600 2,980,777 3,131,009 3,295,143 

Girtecorn on tarms, bu. °... 136,134 TG, ol2 L22,201 vi Ay A oer a Oy. 10 Bee pe | 814,923 
Soybeans, Grown Alone for 

All purposes, acreage .... 3,584 4,091 3,641 le,.eg0 14,704 14,485 

For beats, acreage” 257" 3,184 3,948 SPS yah 2 9,348 TFaR29 W3eLO2 

Old soybeans onfarms, bu.* 2,420 2,564 2,369 8,421 7,064 9,620 
Winter Wheat - 

ee ee Ee ac ics pistes + Sag 1,414 ore Le oG 44,640 43,816 40,893 

Vieldper acre VAI. %/1.. 19.6 20.0 2170 Ley ei Teas 

PF FPoauceront pay 2s. 2. 28,676 27,440 36,876 791,764 750,666 706,749 
All Spring Wheat - 

ie SON oe os 45. flys 9 4 3 17,985 17,925 21,683 

TTSIGROerraCcre oo... 6.6135... Ae 24.5 Jao) 10) TT 15.4 16.8 

Proanetion, bu F605 :85 203 98 69 279,546 276,089 363,383 
All Wheat - 

PG VLEs i a. yl el allhed ene ae 1,423 rete 1,759 62,624 61,741 62,576 

POPC eIOn, Wi ccs ss eccdss 28,879 2558"! BO 945) TSO 7E BIO I0 267755 91 0704132 

Old wheat on farms, bu. 992 469 275 95,363 67,907 fe aa BEN 2s 
ais. = 

Wereare wih ieee we ede)” 3,496 ies 3,442 39,460 42,027 37,851) 

Vimoeper acre 2k ear et 40.9 42.5 45.0 TIVZ 34.9 3601 

Pe mUsOLPONS TOU eon .c ee ct as oe 143 ,533 166,218 (154,890 1,311,651 1,465,134 133603967 

Gideoats On farms? bu.4% 17,628 LA OSB ree tl 215,400 192,392 264,557 
Barleyf- 

ee eC REINS sd et oe pt oc 70 48 36 12,569 |b ore OE ined) 

YAetarpe cae re} .92. 2.007825. Zor2 28.0 28.0 24.4 Z£6,9 26.8 

Prodection, bul). J..5 50.08 1,973 1,344 1,008 3064523 301,009 262,590 

Old barley on farms, bu. © 241 144 134 50,360 30,929 40,194 
Ry = 

Acteage”', 22%, \ Ae ae 53 62 60 2,448 | as Pays 1,828 

Neetueper acre wy! 7 ix) 13.0 14.0 14.0 Lhe 1250 14.0 

Preececriony bu.) 0205. .62. 689 868 840 a0 173 ala Mae | 25,648 

Old rye on farms, bu. ... 55 50 61 6,539 1,974 1,854 
Alfalfa Hay - 

CORES Cs ac isinle sec ee 563 852 954 15,304 18,308 19,694 

Yiewrper acre, tons ...... Aa AM) 2.40 2A50 Pk Br bw Oe a2 

Production, tons*. M0CNe:! 1,306 2,045 tA ete 33,946 41,029 45,614 
Clover & Timothy Hay - 

oe, 2 NNT 2a) See 1,394 1,498 1,408 21,912 2173536 ZVI327 

Vield per acre, foie ete’ 1385 1.40 S5 Pe Sf 1.39 1.47 

Production; (tons “li. ek... 1,858 2,097 1,901 30,098 29,636 315397 
Lespedeza Hay - 

Acreaoe ORs, PULAEy iY. 101 126 126 6,352 6,565 6,614 

Yield’ per acré,*tons 4... 1.06 1205 1.10 1.07 1.16 1.10 

Proce mon, tons wy... . te. 109 b3Z 139 6,839 7,598 Teago 
All Hay - 

Mereaver sh.) 4: PS ad 2,765 Bet OT 2,753 74,845 75,741 76,573 

Peet pe reac rey 8 fad. sh. sass 1.45 1,65 1.70 1.36 1.41 1.47 

Production, tons <.......... eek iM 4,602 4,680 101,644 106,819 |W ABR? Depp 
Cowpeas, Grown Alone for 

All purposes, acreage... F17 a3 26 2,043 1,089 961 
Popcarn)> 

Acreage ... 16.5 yo ng | PAVE [325 Se 145.4 
Apples, Cordini fRial Crop - 

Production? but. o.lies. 2: SRETT 2,852 3,608 109,033 ¥23°1:26 T21916 
Peaches, Total Crop 

bP yocuerron, biu,.gvh. 4 1,570 bale 182 T1950 53,485 67,128 
Pears, 1 6tal‘Crop - 

Preaueripn,, bul... 24).'F) 379 244 291 31,008 31,140 51,997 
Grapes - 

BOP Ce tt LONG | a sand naies BG, ia a 325 vA AS Mt | Pe diy ere a 


* 1943-1949 average. 
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By a ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Aug. 15, 1951 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1951 


A corn crop 20 percent larger than last year, a soybean crop 9 percent 
smaller but still the second largest of record, winter wheat production 25 percent 
larger, oats production 11 percent less and the largest hay crop in history are 
indicated by the August 1 crop survey. Over 85 percent of the corn has tasseled, 
and about half of the soybeans have started to pod. Wheat harvest is over, less than 
10 percent of the oats remain to be harvested, over two-thirds of the second crop 
of alfalfa has been cut and plowing for winter wheat is making good progress. 


Almost every river in Illinois went out of its banks at some time during 
late June or in July flooding thousands of acres of crops, particularly corn, soybeans, 
wheat, and oats. Corn and soybeans on well drained land were benefitted by the 
ample moisture and pastures did not go into their usual mid~summer slump. As 
a result of the heavy June and July rains there is ample subsoil moisture for current 
needs but showers would benefit corn, soybeans, and pastures especially in the 
central area. 


The 1951 corn production forecast of 503 million bushels is unchanged 
from the July estimate. It compares with 420 million last year, the 10-year 1940-49 
average of 429 million and would be the fourth largest of record and the fourth 
to exceed a half billion bushels. Illinois leads all other States in prospective pro- 
duction this year. Yield prospects improved during July in all areas except where 
floods or drowning out in low places occurred and this improvement was enough to 
offset losses from water damage. Many growers particularly on the west side of 
the State consider present prospects the best in years. The 1951 yield per acre 
estimated at 56 bushels is the same as a month ago, 5 bushels larger than a year ago 
and 54 bushels above average. 


The August 1 forecast on soybeans, the first this year, indicates a crop of 
87 million bushels, 8 million bushels short of last year but 18 million bushels larger 
than average. Such a production would be exceeded only by the crop of 1950. Current 
prospects point to a yield per acre of 24.5 bushels, a half bushel greater than last 
year and 3.1 bushels above average. Soybeans suffered less water damage than corn. 


More complete combining returns indicate that wheat yielded less than 
expected. The yield per acre is now estimated at 19.5 bushels compared with 21 
on July 1 at the start of the harvest season. It is a half bushel under last year and 
slightly below average. Production is now indicated at 34 million bushels, a decline 
of 24 million from last month but still 7 million bushels above a year ago owing to 
the big increase in the acreage harvested this year. The average production is 29 
million bushels. 


Oats, like wheat, did not turn out as well as expected. Indications now point 
to a yield of 43.0 bushels per acre, a drop of 2 bushels from last month’s estimate, 
but still slightly above last year and the average. The estimated production of 148 
million bushels shows a drop of 8 million bushels from a month ago, 18 million short 
of 1950 and 4 million above average. Oats were extremely spotted in all except the 
northern counties which now are harvesting one of the best crops in recent years 
Winter barley and spring wheat prospects improved during the month as a result of 
the cool weather and ample soil moisture in the northern counties where these crops 
are grown. 


The 1951 hay crop harvested so far this season has been one of heavy yields 
but poor quality caused by prolonged wet weather at harvest time. The August 1 
forecast is for a production of 4.8 million tons compared with 4.6 million last year 
and the average of 4.0 million. It is the largest hay crop ever recorded. Yield per 
acre at 1.73 tons is also the highest of record. Alfalfa accounts for half of the 
production this year compared with a third during the 10 years 1940-49 More 
“stubble clover” than usual is available because of the heavy growth of this spring’s 
seedings. 


Pastures usually go into a mid~summer slump during late July but this year 


the as eM 1 condition of 95 percent in Illinois was the highest ever recorded for that 
date. These excellent pastures helped a Bihiees deal in establishing a new record high 
in average milk production per cow in July of 566 pounds. Because of this high average 


per cow total production of 508 million pounds was only one percent below the July 


average despite the steady reduction in cow numbers. Illinois hens laid an average 
of an egg every other day in July to establish a new high record rate for that month 
Total production of 230 million eggs exceeded all July records 


J. A. Ewing 
-OVER- Agricultural Statistician In Charge 
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Illinois Coop. Crop Reporting Service - Ill. and U. S. Departments of Agriculture 
Vein DRIEE FACTS sAUGUST 1951 


HIGH LIGHTS. Although consumer income continues to rise, consumers are 
spending less than they did last winter. Consequently, inventories 
in the hands of both retailers and manufacturers have been built up. 


Other measures of economic activity indicate little slackening in the near 
future. With the defense program still growing, industrial production, construction 
and employment continue near record levels. 


Foreign nations imported 1,664 million dollars worth of U. S. farm products 
in the first 5 months of 1951, 41 percent more than in the same iota 4 A of 1950. 


INCOME, PRICES: During the first 7 months of this year, farmers’ receipts from 
marketings amounted to 17 percent more than a year earlier. 
Farm cost rates are up an average of 12 percent. 


Prices received by farmers for food commodities probably will not change 


much during the next few months. Farmers’ prices now average 4 percent above 
parity compared with 7 percent above in mid-June and 3 percent above a year ago. 


LIVESTOCK AND MEAT: Farmers are expected to add 5 to 6 million head of 

cattle to their herds this year and plans for a larger 
fall pig crop probably will be carried out. Numbers of sheep and lambs also are 
being built up. 


More meat animals will mean more meat for consumers~~but not this year. 
Cattle slaughter in the last half of 1951 may about equal a year earlier but in the 
first half it was down 9 percent. There will be less veal, lamb and mutton. Pork 
production has been running well above a year ago and will continue to do so through 
1951. All in all, consumers probably will eat about the same amount of meat per 
person this year as they did in 1950. 


DAIRY PRODUCTS. Milk production in May and June was up slightly from a year 
ago. Total for first 6 months, however, was down a little from 
last year. 


Dairy product-feed price ratios recently became more favorable to milk pro- 


ducers. But dairy prices have risen less than the average for all farm products 
in the last year and continue low compared with prices for meat animals. 


POULTRY. Slightly fewer layers are producing more eggs this summer than last 

But even with larger supplies, strong demand is keeping prices well 
above a year earlier when they were at the lowest summertime levels of the postwar 
period. 


FATS AND OILS: Record edible vegetable oil production is likely in 1951. The 
cotton acreage is up 58 percent from last year and crops of 
soybeans and peanuts are expected to again be large. 


FEEDS. The supply of feed grains--estimated at 127 million tons--will be large 

enough to permit the livestock population to continue the increase in pros- 
pect. However, another reduction in stocks is likely at the end of the 1951-52 feed 
year. 


FRUILTetPrices at about 1950 levels.are expected: for most deciduous fruits in 
August and September. Total production of 8 major crops is up l! percent 
from 1950, according to July estimates, but demand is expected to be stronger. 


Larger packs--frozen, canned and dried--than in 1950 are expected for this 
year’s fruit crops. 


VEGETABLES: The tomato, sweet corn and snap bean crops are expected to be up 
substantially and prices probably will be moderately lower. The 


opposite situation is in prospect for lettuce, cabbage and cantaloup. 


WOOL: Farmers’ prices for wool continued downward the last month, falling nearly 
15 cents a pound from mid-June to mid-July. At 865, however, the average 
price was almost 28 cents above a year earlier 


-OVER- 
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' ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


~ Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Sept. 13, 1951 


The Illinois corn yield outlook was unchanged during August but’sdybeah! 
yield prospects improved half a bushel per acre. Harvest returns show slight 
declines in spring sown small grains but hay lands are producing” a heavile#tonnage 
than anticipated earlier. 


The corn yield estimate, 56 bushels per acre, is 5 bushels higher than that 
of last year and 5.5 bushels higher than the 1940-49 average. If the current 
production forecast of 503 million bushels is realized, it will be the fourth Illinois 
crop to exceed a half billion bushels. Moisture supplies were adequate during 
August in most areas although a few areas mainly in southern Illinois felt a lack 
of rain. Corn was tangled and in some instances broken off by wind in several 
widely scattered communities. Growers anticipate relatively little damage resulting 
from corn borers, and the Northern Blight (Helminthosporium Turcicum) infection 
reported from a number of locations in central and east central counties apparently 
has not developed into a general hazard to this year’s corn crop. About two-thirds 
of this year’s acreage is in or beyond the dent stage including 15 percent now safe 
from frost. The balance is still in dough or earlier stages. Nearly 90 percent of 
the corn in the lower end of the State is in or beyond the dent stage, having been 
hastened by warm dry weather. Over three-fourths is in or beyond the dent stage 
in central Illinois but only a little over a fourth has reached that point in northern 
counties. 


The soybean yield now placed at 25 bushels per acre is up half a bushel 
compared with the August | estimate and is 3.6 bushels larger than average. 
Indicated production, 88 million bushels, is 7 percent short of last year’s total 
and is the second largest crop of record. Leaves have all turned yellow or are 
dropping on more than a third of the Illinois acreage. Only about 5 percent of the 
crop in the northern end of the State has progressed that far but a fifth is reported 
for the heavier producing central areas. Two-fifths is all yellow or dropping its 
leaves in the southern end of the State, and a few unusually early fields have been 
combined. 


Oats yields fell a little short of preharvest expectations in heavy producing 
northern counties, resulting in a decline of one bushel per acre in the Statewide 
yield from the August 1 estimate. At 42 bushels per acre this year's yield is a 
half bushel below the 1950 yield but a bushel above aver ge. This year’s production 
estimate now stands at 145 million bushels compared with 166 million a year ago 
and the ten-year average of 144 million. 


Favorable weather has resulted in unusually heavy growth of grasses and 
legumes. Record and near record hay yields are reported and the condition of 
pastures at 95 percent of normal is the highest for this date since 1915. 


UNITED STATES* CROP’ PROSPECTS 


Production prospects on September 1, although slightly lower than a month 
earlier, continue to indicate the second largest all-crop volume of record. Some 
major crops deteriorated under unfavorable August weather conditions, chief among 
them corn and peanuts, while some others improved. For most crops changes from 
the August 1 forecasts were relatively small. Harvesting of small grains was 
retarded by intermittent rains in much of the spring grain area, but elsewhere har- 
vesting conditions were mostly good. Much fall plowing has been done and a little 
fall seeding was underway in well-prepared seedbeds. Pastures were mostly 
good, except in drier parts of the South. 


Corn prospects declined slightly during August, because of lack of good 
“corn weather” in parts of the Corn Belt and dry weather in Ohio and the South. 
Production is now forecast at 3,131 million bushels, 76 million less than on August 
1. In the northwestern part of the Corn Belt, slow progress of corn is causin 
concern that some will not reach maturity before killing frosts occur. The all wheat 
estimate remained below the billion-bushel mark-~at 999 million bushels--despite 
a slight increase in spring wheat to 348 million bushels. Earlier estimates placed 
the winter wheat crop at 651 million bushels. More spring wheat than usual remained 
unharvested, Seat EAE in North Dakota, Wyoming and ontana, and harvesting 
losses on this portion may be heavy. Winter wheat was virtually all harvested. 


Among the crops for which production prospects declined during August 
other than corn and peanuts, were oats, buckwheat, flaxseed, hay, dry peas, potatoes, 
sweetpotatoes, tobacco, sugarcane, broomcorn, apples, pears, and grapes. Slight 
improvements were noted for cotton, spring wheat, barley, rice, sorghum grain, dry 
beans, soybeans, sugar beets, hops and peaches. 
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Illinois Coop. Crop Reporting Service - Ill. and U. S. Departments of Agriculture 
Uso. DRIEF FACTS © SEPTEMBER 1951 


HIGH LIGHTS: The index of prices received by farmers registered its sixth 

consecutive monthly decline from mid-July to mid-August. Sharpest 
drop among the commodities was made by cotton. Losses also were registered by 
most other crops, particularly truck and oil bearing crops. However, higher prices 
for fruit, some meat animals, milk and eggs held the total decline in the index to 
less than one-half percent. The steady decline in farmers’ prices since February 
has erased about a third of the gain made in the first 9 months after the outbreak in 
Korea. Meanwhile, the index of prices paid by farmers (commodities, interest, 
taxes and wage rates) has risen further. In mid-August, it was only a trifle under 
the peak reached this spring. Both indexes are now above a year earlier by about 
the same percentage. 


Despite price declines in farm and wholesale markets in recent months, 
economic activity in the U. S. remains high. The number of people at work in July 
reached a new record of 623 million while unemployment shrank to less than 2 
million persons. Witha Pensea number employed and business generally good, 
personal income continues upwards. From the second quarter of 1950--just before 
Korea-~-to the same period this year, income rose 15%. Wage and salary receipts 
showed one of the sharpest gains--20%. Farmers’ cash income from the sale of 
products also has moved up. In August, it was running 12 percent above a year 
earlier, for the first 8 months of 1951, it was 16 percent above the same period of 
1950. 


LIVESTOCK AND MEAT: Farmers’ marketings of livestock are now increasing 

seasonally. Hog marketings, expected to reach a peak 
about early December, will continue above a year ago, for fall period may total near 
the record of the same period of 1943. Cattle marketings may reach 1950 levels 
sometime this fall but total for period probably will be below year earlier. Calf 
and lamb slaughter will remain below year ago during all or most of the remainder 
Ofetlg5 1. 


DAIRY PRODUCTS: The number of milk cows on U.S. farms has changed little for 

three years~-~a more stable condition than usual for the dairy 
industry. In the year ending in mid-1951, numbers in the Atlantic Coastal and South 
Central States gained a little; those in other regions dropped a little. The U. S. total 
was slightly below a year earlier. Prices of dairy products at retail and wholesale 
have been steady in recent months. Prices received by farmers for milk have 
started to rise as is usual for this season. On the other hand, butterfat prices de- 
clined from July to August. 


POULTRY AND EGGS: One percent fewer layers produced one percent more eggs 

in July thana year ago. Prices to farmers, now rising 
seasonally, continue well above low summertime level of last year. With consumer 
demand strong, prices of chickens and turkeys changed little during August, despite 
seasonally increasing supplies. 


FATS AND OILS: Output of food vegetable oils in 1951-52 may top the 1950-51 

record production by about one-tenth, August estimates indicate. 
Production figures include the oil content of soybeans and peanuts exported for 
crushing. The index of wholesale prices for the 26 major fats and oils moved up in 
July after dropping 27 percent from the February peak to July. The index is the 
same as a year ago. 


FEEDS: Supply of all feed concentrates is expected to be a little below the big totals 

of the last 2 years. Forage production compares a little better. Farmers 
are expected to produce more hay than last year; and pastures this summer have 
been unusually good. 


FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; Farmers are harvesting larger crops of deciduous 


fruits than last year. Output of vegetables es for pro- 
cessing is expected to be large enough to provide more for the armed services and 


civilians and also permit stocks of canned vegetables to be built up. 


WHEAT: The wheat crop is expected to total slightly less than a billion bushels. 
Wheat prices are slightly below the effective support level (the loan level 
minus a storage deduction). 


COTTON: U.S. cotton crop, estimated at 17.3 million bales, is nearly three-fourths 

larger than last year and the third largest in history. On the other hand, 
the August carryover was only 2.2 million bales, the lowest since 1925. With a large 
crop in prospect and some slackening in demand, cotton prices have been going down 
since early July. 


WOOL: The U.S. probably will produce about 3 percent more wool this year than 
last. World wool production will show about the same gain. 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1951 


Illinois corn prospects slipped back to 494 million bushels during Septem- 
ber, a decline of one bushel per acre. The outlook for a soybean crop of 88 million 
bushels was not changed. Harvest of the corn crop is barely underway but combining 
of soybeans is nearly three-fourths done. Harvest of a sharply reduced redclover 
seed crop is also nearing completion. Fall seeding operations have made good 
progress under generally favorable conditions. Over two-thirds of the wheat 
acreage has been sown, most of the remainder being land on which soybeans were 
grown this season. 


Farm carryover of old corn amounted to 26.5 million bushels, compared 
with 45.5 million bushels a year ago, and the ten-year average of 47.7 million. 
Stocks of old soybeans on farms are practically nil, as usual for this date. Growers 
held 106 million bushels of oats, and 5.1 million bushels of wheat, compared with 
ten-year averages of 107 million and 7.4 million, respectively. 


A corn crop of 494 million bushels is now indicated compared with last 
year's production of 420 million and the ten-year average of 429 million. A yield 
of 55 bushels per acre is indicated, down one bushel from the September estimate, 
but still 4.5 bushels above average. Approximately two percent of the acreage was 
damaged appreciably by frosts near the end of September. Part of the loss will be 
reflected in chaffy corn but there also will be some soft corn with poor keeping 
properties. Practically all of the damage was concentrated in the two northernmost 
tiers of counties, a dairy and livestock area which will be able to utilize most of the 
soft corn before it has an opportunity to spoil. A light frost the morning of October 
9 is believed to have caused no loss and it seems unlikely that there will be any 
further frost damage this season since over 95 percent of the acreage is now 
mature. Fields are being opened preparatory to machine picking in most areas, 
and in some communities of central and southern Illinois harvest has made a fairly 
active start. 


With soybean harvest moving into final stages the crop appears to justify 
preharvest expectations. Production is estimated at 88.3 million bushels, the second 
largest of record, having been exceeded only by the 1950 crop of 94.8 bushels. The 
indicated yield of 25 bushels per acre, likewise is the second largest of record, 
being one bushel short of the all time high of 26 recorded in 1949. Despite some 
brief interruptions, combining has moved along satisfactorily after getting under- 
way generally the last week of September. A few late fields of beans were caught 
by frost before fully mature mainly in the north, but the fraction so affected was 
so small that it will not influence the Illinois production estimate significantly. 


A 1951 hay crop of 4.9 million tons is indicated, the largest crop ever 
produced in the State. Unfortunately the weather which brought about this year's 
record breaking production was not favorable for haying operations and much of it 
particularly from early cuttings, was of poor quality because over-mature or due 
to rain damage while in swath or windrow. 


Illinois flocks produced 190 million eggs during September, 6 percent 
more than in September 1950, and a fourth more than the ten-year average for 
September. September milk production, totalling 419 million pounds, was 1 percent 
short of last year's September total and 3 percent under the ten-year average. 


U.S. GENERAL CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1951 


Conditions for maturing and harvesting crops were fairly satisfactory 
during September. Major exceptions were the freezes that nipped much immature 
corn in the northwestern part of the Corn Belt and adverse weather that continued 
to delay harvest of small grains in the northern spring grain area. Beneficial 
rains fell in critically dry areas, such as in the eastern Corn Belt, the Central 
Cotton Belt and the Pacific Northwest. Fall seeding has progressed rapidly under 
mostly satisfactory to ideal conditions. As a result of the decline in production of 
cotton and corn and the harvesting losses of late small grains, the total outturn 
of all crops is slightly lower than forecast September 1. It now equals that of 1949, 
which was second-largest of record. 


While the bulk of the corn crop matured normally, a considerable portion 
in lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, the Dakotas and other scattered sections was 
vulnerable to the freezes that occurred in late September. Most of the light, chaffy, 
or “soft” corn will be salvaged by prompt feeding. The proportion of damage corn 
in the commercial “cash corn” area is relatively small. Soybeans were mostly 
mature, but were slightly affected by the frosts. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE FOR ILLINOIS CROP REPORT -- OCTOBER 1, 1951 


ACREAGE apie PRODUCTION FOR EEN SLs AND UNITED STATES 


ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop . VAvSEEES : : Indicated : Average : : Indicated 
: 1940-49 : 1950 : 1951 : 1940-49 : 1950 : 1951 
(Acreage and production in thousands) 

Corr” 

Th SPO ee 8,470 8,234 8,975 87,882 83,302 84,575 

Nield per acre,(bu.) .... 50.5 57.0 55.0 3349 37.6 36.7 

Production, bu. s....5+.. 429,440 419,934 493,625 7.960. dd «woe 31,009" ,,3,104.988 

Old corn on farms, bu. 47,719 45,466 26,477 351,801 486,150 317,693 
Soybeans for beans - 

CREW OR Ed oh thied wade eayid «onc 3,184 3,948 a,502 9,348 137429 1) T10 Z. 

Miele permac re, buses ¢ +s 21.4 24.0 25,0 19.0 2156 PAE 

Prodwctian, «dui; i sseccs. 68,424 94,752 88,300 178,567 287,010 or le 203 

Soybeans on farms, bu. 622 427 474 2,919 1,204 2,555 
Winter Wheat - 

AGMEA IEE: Wrath. sch. s 1,414 PS Te Ly ts6 44,640 43,816 40,893 

Waeianper acre, biti. .,.. 19.6 20.0 19.5 Lier TAL 15.9 

PArOmmctiOn, Olly acs... 28,676 27,440 34,242 791,764 750,666 650,738 
All Spring Wheat - 

RA MENE NT Nos cog on ves « 9 4 | 17,985 b(, 92> 21,683 

Sieiemer acre, Du... VRS 24.5 PRS YAO) bers 15.4 Les 

Production, bu. ....... 203 98 75 279,546 276,089 342,860 
All Wheat - ; 

PS Sa ee 1,423 1,376 1,759 62,624 61,741 62,576 

Production, bu. <sh.s0. 28,879 ra ey Y | ee Silk L007 1 40 10 1,026,755 993,598 

Wheat on farms, bu. 7,201 6,058 5,148 52341239 483,642 481,775 
Oaise 

TS Ce a eee ee 3,496 3,911 3,442 39,460 42,027 851 

Yield per acre, bu... 40.9 42.5 42.0 33 oa 34.9 36.3 

Production, bu. 143,533 166,218 144,564 b 73-11 654 14465,134 5 1,372,248 

Oats on farms, bu. 107,394 124,664 105,532 1,059,171 1,168,742 1,142,888 
Barley ~ 

WORE AGE Ys.) 25.. iW o's 50 70 48 36 12,569 Bt 9,793 

piecid-per acre, bu....: 28.2 28.0 32.0 24.4 26.9 26.0 

Production; but i'4 es. 1,973 1,344 LebaZ 306,523 301,009 254,409 
Rye - 

Weeneaver Misti. data... 53 62 60 2,448 1,822 1,828 

Reeianper acre, bu.\.... 1330 14.0 14.0 e202 V2x6 13.8 

Production, bus evs... vt 689 868 840 B00) 73 ied el, 255033 
Alfalfa Hay - 

PA ea wih Soietunlt eke 563 852 952 15,304 18,308 19,694 

Niel per acre, tons ... x0 40 VaRa Ts 2,22 2.24 2.33 

Production; tons .s.6.6.. 1,306 2,045 2,433 33,946 41,029 45,975 
Clover & Timothy Hay - 

Pe lee ie cs Flas Sa sistas 1,394 1,498 1,408 21,912 241336 CAS 2a 

aielduner acre tons. +, 158 1.40 1.45 bea? 1.39 1.49 

Production, ONG. .csoe%- 1,858 2,097 2,042 30,098 29,636 31,864 
Lespedeza Hay ~- 

Faas SSeS Per sae bee co 101 126 126 6,352 6,565 6,614 

Yield per acre, tons. 106 1.05 be25 LeDiy 1.16 1.06 

Production; tons :...... 109 18.2 158 6,839 7,598 yO 2 
ah Tayo 

ACTeAge: 2.5. Bat nad eito5 AT RSES CAR fake 74,845 75,741 TO, 575 

Yield per acre, tons ... 1.45 165 L719 Van 1.41 1.49 

Production, tons ..<...: 3,987 4,602 4,918 101,644 106,819 113,859 
Cowpeas, Grown Alone for 

All purposes, acreage Mia 30 26 2,043 1,089 961 
Broomeornse 

ACKER ati ere.s ceesteses 13.4 4.5. 5.0 265 186 253 

Wield. perm aene, 1b, .... aM ie 55) 570 320 279 281 

Prodection, tons. sx... 3.8 | Ee 1.4 42.6 25.9 35.6 
Redclover seed - 

PPOGWeLIOT DUS we aseanes 218 382 es 1,608 Fone 1 io! i833 
Apples, Commercial Crop - 

Production; bu. oss.s...: ae iy Pea oe Swe 109,033 NE Ds 117,524 
Peaches, Total Crop - 

Produetponjepus’ sss cas LL oTU saa OS 182 715150 53,485 69,932 
Pearse, votal «cop - 

Production: bu. Sih. 379 244 Ai} 31,008 31,140 32,293 
Grapes ~ 

Production, EONS sass .% hr Siete) 3n2 2,797 Pecan Oni 3,198 
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Office of Agricultural Statistician, PF. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Now) 13) 
LiLINOIS*GROP REPORT = NOVEMBER 1,.1951 


The Illinois corn production outlook was unchanged during October but the 
soybean production estimate was increased 4 percent. The month of October was 
generally favorable for fall harvest operations as well as for completing fall 
seedings. 


The corn production estimate stands at 494 million bushels compared with 
the 1950 crop of 420 million and the ten-year average of 429 million. Yields are 
expected to average 55 bushels per acre, 4 bushels more than the 1950 estimate and 
4.5 bushels above the ten-year average. Picking became fairly general about mid- 
October, except in some northern communities, and growers are estimated to have 
harvested about 60 percent prior to the occurrence of the snowstorm on November 6. 
Harvest has been most retarded in the northernmost two or three tiers of counties 
because the corn in that area carried too much moisture for safe cribbing. 


This year’s soybean crop of 92 million bushels is only 3 million bushels 
short of last year’s record high and is 34 percent larger than the ten-year average. 
The yield outlook increased one bushel during the past month bringing the state wide 
average to 26 bushels per acre which equals the all time high established in 1949. 
Combining of soybeans got under way in most areas during the last ten days of 
September and moved along with only brief interruptions throughout the following 
month. All but 2 percent of the crop is believed to have been combined before the 
occurrence of the early November storm. A few scattered fields remain standing 
in the lower end of the State but most of the acreage still to be combined is to be 
found in northern counties. 


All but one or two percent of the intended wheat acreage has been sown and 
most of it germinated promptly. Early seedings are up to good stands and appear to 
be in excellent condition. Some of the late seedings, mainly on soybean stubble are 
just barely through the ground and thus appeared to afford a less promising outlook. 
There is no shortage of moisture and unless the sudden declines in temperature 
which preceded the snowstorm by several days caused some damage, all of the crop 
should be in good shape to enter the winter. 


Apple picking was completed in late October. The 1951 crop of 3.7 million 
bushels is nearly a third larger than the 1950 crop and almost a fifth larger than 


average. A total of 210 million eggs were produced in Illinois during October com- 


pared with 199 in October a year ago and ten-year average of 153 million. Milk 
production amounting to 378 million pounds was 6 percent below the October total 
of last year and 8 percent short of the ten-year average. 


Upowon Nok Ave OnROL REPORT = NOVEMBER 1,951 


All-crop production prospects declined slightly during October, chiefly be- 
cause of reductions in corn and cotton. Mostly favorable conditions for maturing 
and harvesting late-growing crops in much of October, however, helped to mamtain 
the volume at third highest of record. In parts of Minnesota, North Dakota and 
Montana, wet conditions prevented completion of harvest of some small grain and 
flax, and in the northwestern Corn Belt salvaging of frosted immature corn was a 
problem. In most sections corn cured well, and harvest of soybeans, sorghums, 
rice and root crops proceeded rapidly, with harvesting losses at a minimum. Kill- 
ing frosts occurred generally early in November, dipping deep into the South with 
snow or rain that was mostly beneficial to fall sown crops. In virtually all areas 
soil moisture is now adequate to ample. Fall seedings of grains, cover crops and 
new meadows are mostly in satisfactory to excellent condition. 


Corn production is now estimated at 3,088 million bushels, about 17 million 
bushels less than on October 1. Most of this reduction in prospect is due to poorer 
outturns, both in quantity and quality, in the northwestern Corn Belt where conditions 
have been about normal, but not as favorable as were desirable for salvaging the 
immature portion of the crop damaged by September frosts. Slow progress of the 
corn crop had caused concern throughout the growing season, but the extended grow- 
ing season in the eastern Corn Belt particularly, permitted the crop to mature 
satisfactorily there. Harvesting of the crop was started later than usual and has 
been retarded by November snow storms. In many areas, corn still has a high 
moisture content, too high for safe cribbing. Because of the frost damage in the 
northwestern Corn Belt, much corn is “soft” or chaffy and feeders will require more 
than the usual quantity to obtain desired livestock gains. Most of this poor quality 
corn is in areas where livestock is available to use it in the forms of grazing, fodder, 
or silage, particularly where it is too poor to warrant harvesting as grain, but some 
“cash corn” areas were also affected. 


J. A. Ewing BurtonR. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge -~-OVER- Agricultural Statistician 
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STATISTICAL TABLE FOR ILLINOIS CROP REFORT -- NOVEMBER 1, 


ACREAGE an ak PRODUCTION FOR ILLINOIS male UNITED STATES 
UNITED STATES 


ILLINOIS 
Crop ravereeey GihdivatedRavarace ; 
: 1940-49 : 1950-"° 1951 : 1940-49 : 1950 
(Acreage and production in thousands 

GCor/- 

BUCGM eet ccrthicds eeu. ed 8,470 8,234 8,975 87,882 83,302 

Yield per ‘acre, but... 5055 sp 2) 55.0 33.9 37.6 

Production, bu.’ .0. 0.504 429,440 419,934 493,625 2,980,777 3,131,009 
Soybeans for beans - 

GREE PCN esas ee ees 3,184 3,948 Sit532 9,348 133291 

Yield per acre, bu. ..... 21.4 24.0 26.0 19.0 21.6 

Production, DU .veseesee 68,424 94,752 91,832 178,567 287,010 
Winter Wheat - 

REG aoe eM aT. 1,414 143-F¥2 1,756 44,640 43,816 

Prercsperacre, Ur .s\. 19.6 2040 19.5 ae Ligied 

Production, bus ii ys..2% 28,676 27,440 34,242 791,764 750,666 
All Spring Wheat - 

1 Ooo eee eee 9 4 S 17,985 17,925 

Oo relviper ‘acres. bu.t...3 jefe He 24.5 2570 Ley 15.4 

PePOCUCLION,. DU... es. 608 203 98 rile’ 279,546 276,089 
All Wheat - 

TS ESAS Re A RA 1,423 1,376 1,759 62,624 61,741 

Prouuction, bu. ts. es. i 28,879 27,538 34,317 £707 133 107320260 ,755 
Sater 

Pereage! PPO iy. 3,496 SOLE 3,442 39,460 42,027 

mreiaper acre’, bw. +4. 40N9 42.5 42.0 cer 34.9 

Productions bua. 143 ,533 166,218 144,564 1,31 b,651°1,465,134 
Darley = 

cae gO. ty a 70 48 36 12,569 11,191 

iveli ner acre, bu. «.. 26.2 28.0 eeru 24.4 26.9 

PPeduction, DU. ..1.!..% 1,973 1,344 rie 306,523 301,009 
Ry a 

Pea OES AS. eb fina tees 53 62 60 2,448 1,822 

Yield per acre, bu. . [320 14.0 14.0 V2se ie. 

Production, bu: +....:. 689 868 840 30,173 22,977 
Alfalfa Hay - 

OA Se a 563 852 952 15,304 18,308 

Yield per acre, tons Z-00 2.40 2.00 Fis oie ray a 

Production, tons .:.:.: 1,306 2,045 23433 33,946 41,029 
Clover & Timothy Hay - 

Pe ORE so ate ree tice is 1,394 1,498 1,408 Z1sgVZ ni eo 

Yielayper acre, tons gees, 1.40 1.45 Roan Ie39 

PEodawiction, tons)...... 1,858 PO) S07 2,042 30,098 29,636 
Lespedeza Hay - 

VA See eee 101 126 126 6,552 6,565 

Yield per acre, tons 1.06 L.0'5 1725 Waele Do 

Production, tons .... 109 132 158 6,839 7,598 
All Hay - 

ONS el an 2,765 2eLoK 2,753 74,845 75,741 

Yield per acre, tons 1.45 1.65 per 2 1.36 1.41 

Production, tons .... 3,987 4,602 4,918 101,644 106,819 
Cowpeas, Grown Alone for 

All purposes, acreage PY? 33 26 2,043 1,089 
Broomcorn - 

CREA Gen Cee a sien’ te 13.4 4.5 0 265 186 

mieldsper acre, ib, .. LOW Sa 550 570 320 279 

Produetion:''tons i.:5: 3.8 Lae 1.4 42.6 25.9 
Redclover seed - 

Preenction; but .isih 218 382 135 1,608 Art i Oe 
Apples, Commercial Crop - 

Production, bur 1.0.0.2 Bue Pao! 3,740 109,033 P2389 leo 
Peaches, Total Crop - 

Production, ‘bul. \J.%8.... L257 0 Peri 3 182 qa LOU 53,485 
Pears, .otal Grop.- 

Production, bus th.:r.: 379 244 306 31,008 31,140 
Grapes - 

Production, tons”... ..::’. be 3.8 2.9 rai Bb Fowl iit 


1951 


: Indicated 
1951 


84,575 
2'025 
3,088,092 


rS,4a02 
Piliee 
ry OT io} 18) 


40 ,893 
hoy 
650,738 


21,683 
aS 
342,860 


62,576 
993,598 


37,851 
3623 
Wie ora ae 3} 


Baloo 
26.0 
254,409 


1,828 
ais 1 | 
7aps walle Ya) 
19,694 
Fd oN 
45597) 
PAINS? 
1.49 
31,864 
6,614 
1.06 
7,002 
(dss 
1.49 
113,859 
961 
253 
263 
S543 
Se 
1135268 
695932 
CP ART AER «| 
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4 fo ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
9.2U. S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


iicetot nericultureal statistician, P.O. Box 429, Springfield, Illy, Jan. 11, 1952 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1952 


January 1 stocks of corn on Illinois farms, 358 million bushels, were 11 
percent larger than the 1941-50 average and the third largest of record for that date. 
This is in sharp contrast with the Western Corn Belt where stocks are substantially 
below average. Although present Illinois stocks are large, disappearance of corn 
since harvest also has been unusually heavy, due to large inventories of grain con- 
suming livestock, an unusual volume of high moisture corn, and adverse weather. 
Stocks of corn a year ago are estimated to have been 319 million bushels, and the ten 
Year average is 522 million bushels. Oats stocks, at 8] million bushels, are 13 per- 
cent below January 1951 stocks and 7 percent short of the 1941-50 average, primarily 
because last year’s crop was smaller than usual. The wheat stocks estimate is 2.3 
million bushels, about the same as last year, but well below average. Soybean stocks 
totalling 33.1 million bushels are a new high for January 1, exceeding last year’s es- 
timate, the previous record, by more than 4 million bushels. Growers’ inclination to 
hold beans longer than usual this year has been encouraged by difficult road conditions 


Hay has been disappearing at a record rate due to severe weather and poor quality of 
the 1951 crop. However, production during the past season was an all time high and 
thus growers still have on hand a larger volume than usual 

December egg production, 221 million eggs, was 6 percent larger than in 
the same month a year earlier. Rate of lay was larger than a year ago, but the num- 
ber of layers was virtually unchanged compared with a year earlier. A total of 335 
million pounds of milk was produced during December, compared with 330 million a 
year ago and the ten year average for December of 388 million. 


ILLINOIS AND U.S. GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS ON JANUARY 1 


meverage VIET=50 : 1951 : 1952 

: re BAe LONG, : : 1,000 : = 15000 

Heercentr1/ : bushels :Percent 1/: Bushels :Percent J/: 
ILLINOIS 
Corn (grain) 78 321,545 78 318,558 75 358,215 
Wheat 16 4,377 8.5 2,349 Tet) Pao ye Ht | 
Oats 61 87,698 60 Shoe shia 61 81,496 
Barley 30 628 25 294 36 S12 
Rye a2 hey pag 142 pail 128 
Soybeans 28 18,226 30 Zomtc | 35 CE UC ii 
Hay 74 32,922 71 3) Byee9 69 3/ 3,246 


UNITED STATES 
Corn (grain) 1350 2,050; 791 1653 2,106,698 Ae: 1,919,269 


Wheat 36.0 Shia mell 32.9 335,439 34.4 339,336 
Oats 62.6 821,294 62.4 879,673 64.0 841,889 
Barley 48.4 150,315 46.1 139,780 48.8 124,287 
Rye 39.4 13,145 31.9 6,779 30.3 6,493 
Soybeans Ceo con me 290,055 34.0 16728 36.9 103,380 


Hay 690 por m 20 68.0 _3/ 69,636 Oatt ay 13,406 


1/ Percent of previous year’s crop. 2/ Short time average. 3/ Thousand tons. 


ILLINOIS AND U.S. OTHER QUARTERLY STOCKS ON FARMS, 
APRIL AOS) TO\OCTOBER il, 951 


ILLINOIS ; UNITED STATES 
ADEs July Octet: Apr July Oct: 
k351 NOS 1 LOS LaF: 1954 filed ee! 
Thousand bushels Thousand bushels 
Corn (grain) 200,120 P22 9522 are (547. Ly326,5306 801,304s ©312,867 
Wheat 829 276 5, 00@ ZAM A or INA 72,638 480,862 
Oats 51,360 2 UNO G19 523 544,842 LOS 208s 90,455 
Soybeans 11,488 Sess 479 48,085 the kehe 27015 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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Cog: ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT, OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, I1l., 


2) panes 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1952 APR 21 1952 


A 1952 wheat crop of 36.4 million bushels is forecast. THYWNMERSUY AE {HANOIS 
percent larger than the 195] crop and a third larger than the 1941-50 average. Slight 
increases over 1951 in both acreage and yield per acre contribute to the improvement 
in outlook reported for this year. Damage from excess surface water and heaving 
occurred in scattered areas but over-all losses of acreage have been light. Disease 
is apparent in some instances but the effect cannot be evaluated as yet. The crop has 
been a little slow getting started although it has developed faster than the 1951 crop at 


this date. Late seedings on last year’s soybean ground are most retarded. Top growth 


will come along rapidly with warmer weather. Stands look good quite generally. 


Farmers have had no prolonged opportunity to push field work. Fields were 
slow to dry out this spring and frequent rains have continued to interrupt the progress 
of field operations. Oats seeding was estimated to have been two-fifths done early 
this week~~probably a little behind the usual schedule, although considerably ahead 
of last year’s program. 


April 1 stocks of corn on Illinois farms, 210 million bushels, were five percent 


larger than holdings a year earlier and two percent larger than the ten-year average. 
However, disappearance of corn during the past quarter has been heavy, nearly a 
fourth more having been fed and moved off of farms than the ten-year average for that 
period. Oats stocks are estimated to be 44 million bushels compared with 51 million 
a year earlier and the ten-year average of 46 million. Wheat stocks, 668 thousand 
bushels, are less than a third of average and a record low for this date. Soybean 
stocks, in contrast with wheat, are the second largest of record. Growers are holding 
17 million bushels compared with the ten-year average of 13 million. 


March milk production, 415 million pounds, was the lowest for that month since 


1938 due to continued declines in cow numbers. Total production of eggs during March, 
336 million eggs, has been exceeded only by the output of March 1944 when flock 
numbers were 19 percent larger. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS - APRIL 1 
Percent of é 


Previous Year's Crop : Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 


Av. 1941-50 1951 1952 : Av. 1941-50 1951 1952 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 49.6 49 44 2055205 2005120 210153 
Wheat 8.6 3 2 2,297 829 668 
Oats 32.8 33 33 46,327 B1a.60 44,088 
Barley seers 15 24 ney GBD 176 208 
Rye yiyelOet 10 12 iyo 68 73 
Soybeans 19.6 12 18 12,784 11,488 Lia02n 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for grain ee 47.9 40.3 1 209,6097s 69323-30644, 067, 179 
Wheat 21.9 awe 22034 226,697 Zaye ll 201,500 
Oats 36.8 38.6 39.2 476,528 544,347 516,603 
Barley ab PAS, 29.4 30.7 1/ 80,316 89,268 285031 
Rye 1/18.8 18th wee 1/ 4,508 3,899 3,412 
Soybeans ayes bee Tov ieee ce Vp esesrs2 48,085 59,603 


1/ Short-time average. 


J. A. Ewing Burton R, Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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- 2 ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 

10. WEP Le OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT, OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR,. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 

Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, The. May bp 1952 


IDLINOIS’ CROP REPORT -;MAY 1, 1952 MAY 

The crop outlook is bright in Illinois. Both fall and spring sowngrains have; 
established good stands and pastures and hay crops have grown rapidly in recent 
weeks. Preparation of excellent seed beds for corn and soybeans nears completion 
and planting is well under way. Ample subsoil moisture has been present all spring 
and recent deficiencies in topsoil moisture have been corrected by rains in the last 
few days. 

The prospective wheat crop of 39 million bushels is 16 percent larger than the 
1951 crop and 40 percent larger than the ten year average. Acreage losses have been 
light and yield prospects on the acreage for harvest are well above average. 

Oats seeding was late getting started, particularly in central and southern areas, 
but moved rapidly once begun and was nearly finished the third week of April. This 
situation has resulted in less than the usual variation in stages of growth as between 
northern and southern Illinois, Stands look promising throughout the State, and 
especially so in the heavy oats areas of northern Illinois. 

Only a few fields remain to be plowed for corn and soybeans and planting was 
well under way before interruptions from recent rains. If the weather clears shortly, 
growers will probably finish planting considerably ahead of normal schedule. The 
attendant risk of greater corn borer infestation appears to be less disturbing to grow- 
ers than the possibility of ending up with high moisture grain due to delayed planting. 

Weevils and spittle bugs are reported more commonly than usual, particularly 
in clover. However, most stands of both clover and alfalfa are excellent and show 


heavy growth following a late start. Pastures, also slow early in the season, are now 
supplying an abundance of feed and are reported to be in much above average condition, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MAY 1 REPORT - Acreage, production, and hay 
stocks shown in thousands 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop Aveta gc mals eeelnd, 2: Average gs Seeerric.s 
eee) SLO OL BLO S bea Lota OULs. LOO]. se LO SZ 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest eo ikeegl Cay 1,845 45,245 39.7625) .5 18081 
Yield per acre 1950 19.0 PRAY gee LO5c 19.3 
Production, bu. 26,939 33,383 38,745 799,977 645,469 986,468 
Rye 
Acres for harvest 52 47 40 2,294 1 TS Lao. 
Yield per acre Lod 13.0 14.0 Leek 12.5 12.9 
Production, bu. 66] 61] 560 28,095 20,410. 9175795 
All hay condition 84 85 90 84 85 89 
Pasture condition 84 8] 90 82 78 87 
Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year’s crop 18.9 16.0 16.0 15.4 14.6 13.8 
Tons 753 728 Lo 15,419 15,01 2am 50 29 
J. A. Ewing , Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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F 9 iy ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CRO? REPORTING SERVIEKS 


U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE. ILLINOIS DEPT, OF TING2 3. 14525 - 
BUREAU OF AGR, ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURSJ ICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, >, O, Box 429, Springfield, Ill., June 11, 1952 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


IDLINOIS-CROP REPORT = JUNE 1, 1952 


Production forecasts for fall sown grains are materially higher than those of 
a month ago, and over all crop prospects appear to be better than average in most 
areas, according to the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments 
of Agriculture, 


The indicated wheat Crop, 43.4 million bushels has been exceeded only three times 
in the last twenty-five years-~is 30 Repent larger than the 1951 crop and 61 percent 
above the 1941-50 average. This year’s acreage for harvest is a third larger than 
average and the current yield estimate, 23.5 bushels per acre, equals the all time 
high, The crop has headed in the north and is turning in the lower end of the State. 
Damage by weather, insects and disease has been relatively light but these factors 
cannot yet be ruled out as hazards since peak harvest is still several weeks away. 


A rye crop of 600,000 bushels is indicated, compared with 611,000 in 1951 and the 
average of 661,000, A reduced acreage accounts for this year’s smaller rye crop. 
The current yield estimate of 15 bushels per acre is two bushels larger than that of 
last year, and 2.3 bushels above average. 


Corn planting got under way earlier than in most recent years and, despite frequent 
interruptions and more replanting than usual, is being finished roughly a week ahead of 
the average schedule, Even the lower quarter of the State, where progress has beenmost 
retarded, has only 5 to 10 percent of the intended acreage remaining to be planted. Low 
temperatures and deficient sunshine during much of May made germination slow and 
color poor. Both have improved with the occurrence of more clear warm days. 


Oats stands are excellent but straw growth is shorter than usual. Winter oats and 
some of the earliest spring sown fields are beginning to turn. Spring seeded fields have 
headed or are heading throughout the lower two-thirds of the State. 


Pasture condition at 92 percent is two points above average and has been supply- 
ing an abundance of feed. The condition of both alfalfa and clover-timothy hay was 
reported to be 91 percent of normal, 3 and 6 points, respectively, above average. Hay 
meadows, generally, are more weed free than usual. Harvest of first cuttings is well 
under way. 


A large crop of peaches is indicated but the outlook for other tree fruit is only 
fair. May milk production, 494 million pounds, is 6 percent below last year and 13 
percent below average. A total of 306 million eggs was produced during May just under 
the May 1951 total of 307 million, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 


sila and Production Figures in Thousands ‘4 
INA EL : UNITED ee 
Crop WvEsige : par avs : 
1 9ele50r © 1LO5d 1952) ee 1941-50 1951 1952 

Winter Wheat - 

Acres for harvest 1,383 iretor 1,845 45,245 39,762 51,08] 

Yield per acre, bu. 19.0 19.0 Bose ied L6%2 20.8 

?roduction, bu. 26,939 33,363 cA PE a eae da LS? I a 645,469 1,060,298 
Spring Wheat - 

 roduction, bu. -- ~— -- 284,687 342,005 265,859 
Ry - 

Acres for harvest SZ 47 40 2,294 ae ek, Teo L 

Production, bu. 661 611 600 28,095 21,410 16,974 
All-Hay = 

Condition, % 85 a8, 90 84 86 87 
Pasture - 

Condition, % 90 90 92 85 86 88 
Peaches 

Production, bu, 1487 224 1,924 68,186 63,627 69,365 
Pears - 

?roduction, bu. 308 204 188 30,306 30,028 30,160 


J. A, Ewing 
é.gricultural Statistician In Charge 


a 


Burton R. Miller 


Agricultural Statistician 
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UNIVERSITY @F ILLinuis 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1952 


Illinois farmers intend to harvest 20.7 million acres of field crops this season, 
one percent more than in 1951 and the fourth largest total in a record covering nearly 
ninety years. Small increases in acreages of corn, wheat, and oats are expected to 
more than offset declines in all other crops. The yield outlook is substantially above 
average for all important crops for which production estimates are available at this 
time. 


If the indicated corn crop of 525 million bushels materializes, it will be the 
second largest of record--7 percent short of the all time high of 564 million produced 
in 1948. More than 9.2 million acres are expected to be harvested, a three percent 
increase over last year's acreage and 8 percent larger than the 1941-50 average. 

The yield forecast of 57 bushels per acre has been exceeded once-~by the 1948 yield 
of 61 bushels per acre. Rains, work schedule conflicts with haying and the early 
wheat harvest, and rapid growth of corn, have contrived complications in weed con- 
trol and consequently some fields, particularly those that were drilled, were not quite 
as clean as usual when laid by. However, the crop has excellent color and appears to 
be five to six days ahead of last year’s crop onthis date. The earliest fields have 
started to tassel and the mean height Statewide is over three and one-half feet com- 
pared with just under three feet a year ago. 


Soybeans will be harvested from 3.5 million acres compared with 3,6 million in 
1951 and 3.4 million the ten-year average. No production estimate is available. The 
initial forecast will be released on August 1]. Planting was started a little earlier 
than usual but because of brief delays most of the acreage was planted according to 
normal schedule. Stands are adequate generally and color is good. 


Winter wheat harvest returns have exceeded expectations, with the Statewide 
yield, at 25 bushels per acre, setting a new all time high. Indications now point to a 
crop of 46 million bushels, the largest since 1931. This year’s harvest now nearing 
completion, probably is the earliest Illinois has ever known. Favorable weather 
hastened ripening without adverse effect on yields and permitted prompt combining 
with a minimum of loss. Low moisture, high quality, and good yields appear to have 
been general. This year’s total of 1.8 million acres for harvest is 4 percent larger 
than that of last year. 


An oats crop of 145 million bushels is indicated, 9 percent larger than the 1951 
crop, due to a one percent increase in acreage and a somewhat higher yield, but 2 
percent smaller than the ten-year average. Harvest is nearly over in some commun™ 
ities in southern Illinois but is just under way in the northern half of the State which 
accounts for 84 percent of the total acreage. Some observers have expressed the 
belief that recent hot weather reduced yield prospects but the present outlook for 43 
bushels per acre is 3 bushels higher than the 1951 yield and 3.5 bushels above 
average. 


This year’s hay crop, 4.5 million tons, is 4 percent smaller thanthe 1951 crop 
but 14 percent larger than average. A two percent decline in acreage is expected to 
be partially offset by higher yields. Pasture condition as of July 1 was reported to 
be 89 percent of normal compared with the ten-year average of 91. 


ILLINOIS - 1952 PRELIMINARY DISTRICT CROP ACREAGES (Thousand of Acres) 
; : : : : Westie hasté * : : 
Crop :North-:North-:West : Cen-:East :South-: South= South-:South-: State 


a. a WieolLeeea Stee : tre Lae we Wiest. Gast sowestl. Cast 

Corn Lei Gea 831 Le cOUR To Z So 1,084 1,047 470 558 O21) 
W .W heat Lo a 156 197 P22 470 Be | 337 146 oes 
Oats flats: 690 345 516 546 202 206 85 28 Bie 1 AS) 
Barley ooo 9.7 4 a 4 1.4 04 4.7 1.6 (alt 
Rye 6.0 4.1 Zee 10.9, ald ayy, gts Bet. gic t 40 
Soybeans: 

All 99 r57 Fa te 394 542 705 848 Sale) rok OL) aia tele: 

For beans 97 topo” 25:1 389 535 696 828 298 25] 3,498 
All Hay 475 368 288 290 219 294 334 262 206 2,741 
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Soybeans, ‘Grown ‘Alone for 
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Winter Wheat 
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sAeeEneR thdicated Avera ~ Indinated 
Picea: toon Teese? Hepes, f.. tosn ecigated 
(Acreage, production, and bok eh thousands) 
2,53, 8 1942, 9,211 86,909 81.306. $2,232 
Sl, @) 65. 4 57.0 dee t 36.2 40.9 9 
491,365 525,027 3,011,652 2,941,423 3,265,089 
115,077 127,522 128,957 , ,,.'740,300 "01,304 02, 210 
3,69, 3,738 3,583 . 12,788. ’ 14,838. 16,291 
Dyess |) B30? || Benge 10,349 abe Pen 13,906 
2,432 2,393 1,418 8,322 9,996 .. 8,847 
003.15 Ma Oe hoy) IAC: Pt I A OY A 39,762 50,278 
Po "AGO. 25.0 17%. 16.2... "7080.9 
26,939 33,383 45,675 799,977.» 6455469 1,048,421 
Bonn 0296) naan 11690503 72,638 64,449 
ByeC se 240.) By STS 39,667 36,454 38,682 
pees” FO.0 TY ASLO 33.0 36.1 35,0 
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62 31 P95.) | POUSS 9,391 5226 
Bore rend» |: Vee |), | Raia “yom aia 
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52 DONUT Siva loon 1,733 1,350 
Ear Ube Ble MeL te 21 Toei tgp eh 5 
661 611 600 28,095 Rady Gath vies), As Oye 
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moor utega. een th ae hoo 18,969 19,075 
eee 2 ea Pe he PAP 6 : 2.26 ° A743 
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TeGea ee MSG. | Shea TAS) 21692 
pi) ND PS be 1.38 1.49 1.43 
eB ya ee Laue pic ean: a edee 32,025? .30,828 
qari ola gett) Ue aA 6,990. 6,912 
Ny aaa es ila ia 1.07 1.07 .90 
129 Beer ont! 16.006 7,479 6,211 
ea ie nie F020 Ral ae oa Ths 526 Th, 18 5,400 
DRE OMAR NCA Bs 1,36 Lies 1.36 
3,965 “4,705 4,532. . 101,072 108,461 . 102,415 
3,194 3,995 2,604 110,300 120,660 102,767 
Meg Mea 683), 8k OB LIBGU pins, 69,620 WARE A19 
BO MOONS 15a | SO 306 30,028 ~-29,720 
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ICEINOIS CROP REPORT = AUGUST "1, 1952 


Illinois’ bumper crop prospects declined slightly during July due to shortages 
of rainfall in central and southern areas and high temperatures generally. The corn 
yield outlook is a bushel lower than indicated on July 1 and the wheat yield is half a 
bushel smaller. Oats suffered a sharp cut, dropping from 43 bushels to 37 bushels 
per acre, 24 bushels below average. With this one exception, the outlook for major 
crops is still well above average. The initial soybean forecast for the season at 23.5 
bushels per acre is 14 bushels larger than the 10-year average. Although oats were 
damaged throughout the State, prospects for most crops were maintained or im- 
proved in northern Illinois and remained relatively unchanged in central areas. 
Principal losses were in southern Illinois where irreparable damage has occurred in 
some communities, particularly in the river counties forming the perimeter in that 
area. 


The indicated corn crop of 516 million bushels, although down two percent from 
a month ago, is still the second largest of record and the second crop to exceed half 
a billion bushels. All of the corn was tasseled by August 5, which makes it at least 
10 days earlier than last year’s crop. Damage by disease and insects at this stage 
has been relatively light. Some of the acreage in scattered southern communities has 
been seriously damaged by hot, dry weather and at best will produce poor yields. 
Additional acreage on the lower east side has been damaged significantly, but most 
of the acreage across mid-State would continue to afford excellent prospects with 
the occurrence of substantial rain. The moisture situation has been more favorable 
for growing crops in northern Illinois and on the west side above mid~State, with the 
results that indicated yields are higher than on July 1. This improvement has partially 
offset declines in the lower end of the State. 


The soybean production forecast calls for a crop of 82 million bushels, compared 
with 95 million last year and the 10-year average of 74 million bushels, Soybeans are 
heavily represented in the areas feeling the pinch on moisture, but the crop was well 
established before the present dry cycle started and has withstood the present dry 
spell relatively better than corn. With four-fifths blooming and about half podding as 
of August 1, the crop appears to be 5 to 7 days ahead of the progress of last year’s 
soybeans. 


The wheat crop is estimated at 45 million bushels, compared with 33 milliona 
year ago. The current estimate is 2 percent less than the July 1 forecast, but it is still 
the largest crop since 1931. The crop was too far along to be damaged significantly 
by the hot spell beginning in late June. Weather was nearly ideal for wheat harvest 
which was completed without mishap in early July. Although the August yield estimate 
of 24.5 bushels per acre is half a bushel below the July estimate, the State average is 
still an all time high. Harvest returns were excellent in practically all areas and 
the crop was of fine quality with test weights averaging 59 pounds, the heaviest. re- 
‘ported in more than 10 years. 


The oats crop was disappointing throughout the State. Production is estimated 
at 125 million bushels compared with 134 million bushels a year ago and the 10- year 
average of 142 million bushels. Although a few early fields, principally fall sown 
acreage, were harvested in southern Illinois during the last few days of June, the 
bulk of the acreage in central and northern Illinois was not ready for harvest until 
well after July 1. The extreme heat occurring during that period hastened the maturity 
of the crop, resulting in low test weights and sharp reductions in yield prospects, This 
situation was further aggravated in the northern end of the State by the subsequent 
occurrence of wind and heavy downpours of rain. In some instances this development 
occurred immediately after oats had been windrowed, and the growers consequently 
were forced to delay combining for extended periods. 


Grass and hay crops in central and southern Illinois have been most seriously 
affected by the dry weather. Fortunately, first crop clover and early cuttings of 
alfalfa were heavy and thus Illinois’ indicated hay crop of 4.4 million tons is only 6 
percent smaller than the 1951 crop and is 12 percent larger than average. Pastures 
continue to afford lots of feed in the north, but are extremely short southward, and 
are virtually “done for” in a number of communities in the lower third of the State. 


J. A. Ewing Harold V. Edwards 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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Cox - 2. ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OFTFAGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Seapp! 1, 1952 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1952... a 

The outlook for corn declined a bushel per acre during August, but soybean pros- 
pects improved slightly. Further deterioration of growing crops caused by continued 
dry weather in some communities of southern Illinois appears to have been largely 
offset elsewhere. Growth of grasses and legumes has been slow in central and southern 
areas, with some farmers in the lower end of the State having to resort to feeding dry 
forage and new corn fodder. 


The corn yield forecast at 55 bushels per acre is a bushel lower than on August 1. 
but is still four bushels higher than the ten-year average and just equal to last year's 
yield. Production now stands at 507 million bushels compared with 492 million a year 
ago and the ten-year average of 436 million. Nearly half of the crop is safe from frost 
and well over 90 percent is dented. A year ago at this time only a little over ten per- 
cent was mature and less than half was dented. The Northeastern and East Central 
Districts are least advanced but even those areas report roughly four-fifths of their 
corn dented. Yield prospects appear to be especially good in the northern end of the 
State and upper west side. The outlook is still good incentral areas although a little 
short of early expectations. Yields will be most disappointing in the extreme southeast 
where persistently dry weather has caused substantial injury. 


Soybean production, at 84 million bushels, is two million higher than the August 1 
forecast. Production last year was estimated to be 95 million bushels and the ten-year 
average is 74 million. Individual harvest returns are expected to vary considerably. 
Some of the acreage, mainly late plantings, show a poor set of pods. As with corn, the 
crop is more advanced than in 1951. A third of the acreage has started to shed its 
leaves compared with a fifth last year at this time. A few early fields have been har- 
vested in southern counties but combining is not expected to get under way in volume 
until after mid-month. A year ago 7 percent were harvested at the end of the third 
week of September. 


This year’s hay crop is expected to weigh 4.4 million tons compared with 4.7 
million last year and the 1941-50 average of 4.0 million. First crop clover and early 
cuttings of alfalfa were heavy, but late growth of grasses and legumes was retarded by 
lack of rainfall. 


UNITED STATES CROP PROSPECTS 


Most late~growing crops improved slightly during August although prospects for 
cotton and a few others declined. Asa result, the all-crop volume of production ad- 
vanced slightly above the August 1 level, and nearly equals the second-largest of record. 
Harvest of small grains was practically completed, aided by favorable weather. Fall 
work was well advanced and some fall grain had been seeded in the hope of obtaining 
early fall grazing, particularly in Kansas and the South, Pasture condition, which usually 
is poorer than on August 1, had improved slightly on September 1, but was still below 
average. 


Corn prospects improved during August, chiefly in the western Corn Belt. Pro- 
duction is now forecast at over 3,185 million bushels, nearly 50 million more than on 
August 1. Some late-planted corn in the Great Lakes area will need most of September 
to reach maturity, but on the whole the crop is well advanced and promises to be of good 
quality. Spring wheat outturns were about as expected earlier as the crop was mostly 
harvested under favorable to ideal conditions. The all wheat total remains at 1,298 
million bushels. This total includes nearly 236 million bushels of spring wheat, as now 
estimated, added to the earlier estimate of nearly 1,063 million bushels of winter wheat. 


Production prospects improved during August for barley, flaxseed, rice, all hay, 
soybeans, peanuts, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, tobacco, sugarcane, sugar beets, broomcorn, 
hops and pecans. Estimates for oats, spring wheat and the various fruits changed very 
slightly. Besides the sharp cut of 6 percent in cotton production, minor declines are 
shown for sorghum grain, dry beans and peas. 


With slight to significant improvement in outturns for the majority of the crops 
more than offsetting the declines, the index of all-crop volume was raised slightly 
since August l. It now becomes nearly 129 percent of the 1923-32 base, almost as high 
as in 1949, but well below the record 135 percent in 1948. Only winter wheat and rice 
contribute record outturns to this total. Despite the small spring wheat crop, the all 
wheat crop is second largest ever harvested. The corn crop is 4th largest. Among 
other crops which are larger than average are cotton, all hay, soybeans, tobacco, 
sugarcane, sugar beets, hops, grapes, cherries, cranberries, pecans and truck crops 
as a whole. Near-average crops of oats and pears are expected. 
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ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE Spy 
U.so. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS-DE?T OF AGRICULTURE * aah 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS MV, 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Oct. 13, 1952 : 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1952 


Illinois corn prospects rose to 516 million bushels during September, the second 
largest indicated production on record. The outlook for a soybean crop of 86 million 
bushels indicated a gain of one~half bushel per acre over that estimated last month. 
Harvest of the corn crop is getting under way and the combining of soybeans is nearing 
completion. In spite of dry soil conditions over four-fifths of the wheat already has 
been seeded, which is fully up to average for this date. Wheat is germinating unevenly 
in some areas and part of the intended acreage may not be seeded unless rains come 
soon. 


Farm carryover of old corn amounted to 3] million bushels, compared with 26.5 
million bushels a year ago and the ten-year average of 42.7 million. Stocks of old 
soybeans on farms are practically none, as usual for this date. Growers held 91 
million bushels of oats, and 5.8 million bushels of wheat, compared with ten-year 
averages of 105 and 6.6 millions, respectively. 

corn 

The bane aes of 516 million bushels is 5 percent larger than last year's 
production of 492 million and 18 percent above the ten-year average of 436 million. 

The estimated yield of 56 bushels per acre is up one bushel from the September estimate 
and 5 bushels from average. The crop is of excellent quality, practically all having 
reached maturity by October 1. Fields are being opened preparatory to machine 

picking in most areas, and in some communities of central and southern Illinois 
considerable corn has been cribbed. Corn everywhere has dried fast and this was 
hastened by heavy frosts in recent days. About a fourth of the entire Illinois crop has 
been picked. 


Soybean harvest has moved into the final stages and is now about 95 percent 
completed. Production is estimated at 85.7 million bushels and is the third largest 
of record, exceeded only by the 1950 and 1951 crops of 95.7 million and 94.6 million 
bushels, respectively. The indicated yield of 24.5 bushels per acre, likewise is the 
third highest on record, exceeded only by the yields of 1949 and 1951. Recent heavy 
frosts have damaged a few fields of late soybeans but have killed the growth of weeds that 
was delaying combining in others. 


A 1952 hay crop of 4.4 million tons is indicated. This is somewhat less than 
the heavy crops produced in each of the last 2 years although 11 percent larger than 
the ten-year average. The weather this year was generally favorable for haying 
operations and most of it was harvested in good condition. 


September milk production, totaling 408 million pounds, was 1 percent short of 
last year’s September total and 5 percent under the ten-year average. I[llinois flocks 
produced 202 million eggs during September, 8 percent more than in September 1951, 
and over a fourth more than the ten-year average for September. 


U. oc. GENERAL CROP REPORE “OCTOBER? T, 1952 


Improvement in prospects for most principal late-growing crops during Septem- 
ber increased the prospective total crop volume nearly 2 percent. With a corn crop of 
3,257 million bushels in prospect~=-second only to 1948--the expected total volume of 
crop production this year is the second largest of record, and only 3 percent below the 
peak in 1948. 


Mostly satisfactory to ideal conditions for maturing and harvesting crops dur- 
ing September improved production prospects generally. Frosts occurred in only a 
few areas and resulted in relatively light local damage. Rapid progress was made 
in harvesting, reducing harvesting losses. The extended growing season permitted 
even the late-planted flax, corn and other crops to mature and to improve yields. 
Thus, while improvement in prospects varied from slight to significant, by crops, 
it was rather general. On the other hand, the lack of September rainfal has been 
unfavorable for fall seeding of wheat and other grains, particularly in the 
southern Great Plains and parts of the Pacific Northwest. 


Current estimates indicate improvement in prospects since September 1 for 
corn, soybeans, all hay, cotton, spring wheat, oats, barley, rice, flaxseed, sugar beets, 
peanuts, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, tobacco, dry beans, peaches, pears, grapes and 
pecans. The only crops with poorer prospects were sorghum grain, sugarcane, apples 
and cranberries. No new estimates were made this month for winter wheat, rye, dry 


peas, nor broomcorn. 
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eh ‘a ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEFT, OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Nov. 14, 1952 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1952 


The second largest Illinois corn crop of record is now indicated, as harvest 
draws to anearly close. Yields, generally, have turned out better than anticipated, 
and the Statewide yield is placed two bushels above the October 1 forecast, Production 
of soybeans is expected to be the third largest of record, although not changed from the 
October 1] estimate. Exceptionally dry clear weather permitted the earliest and most 
rapid harvest of soybeans and corn ever seen in Illinois. Although conditions were 
especially favorable for harvest operations, new seedings and grass crops have been 
retarded, and more recently have been at a near standstill. Wheat seeding was about 
complete at the end of October. Most of that sown early came up well but later seedings 
have germinated poorly. Pastures have been supplying very little feed for some time, 
Their condition as of November 1 was the lowest for that date in thirteen years. Light 
showers occurring in central and southern areas during the last week will be helpful 
in some instances but more substantial precipitation is needed throughout the State. 


The indicated corn crop of 534 million bushels is the second largest produced 
in Illinois, being exceeded only by the 1948 crop of 564 million. The indicated yield, 
58 bushels per acre, also is second highest of record. Picking started ina small way 
in late September and was under way generally by October 10. With no interruptions 
and excellent drying weather the job moved along at record speed and now is virtually 
completed. The crop is exceptionally low in moisture. Much was dry enough to shell 
when picked and scattered growers followed that procedure when short of crib space 
or unable to dispose of ear corn at congested elevators, 


A total of 86 million bushels of soybeans is estimated to have been produced-- 
the third largest of Illinois’ soybean crops. The State yield of 24.5 bushels per acre 
has been exceeded twice-~is 1.5 bushels below the all time high reported for 1951. 
Combining started early and was two-thirds done by October 1. Less than 5 percent 
was still in the field by the end of the third week of October. 


U.S. GENERAL CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1952. 


Favorable to ideal harvesting conditions during November speeded harvest to 
early completion and improved outturns of many late-growing crops. With the second- 
largest 3,303 million bushel corn crop leading the way, the total expected volume of 
crop production continued to move upward until it is only 2+ percent below the 1948 
record. These same conditions, however, were highly unfavorable for the seeding and 
development of fall-sown grains. Corn cured rapidly and is generally of good to 
excellent quality; much corn was shelled for market as it was picked. In much of the 
Corn Belt, in fact, corn became too brittle for satisfactory machine~picking, resulting 
in considerable shelling and dropping of ears. The current estimate of production 
covers quantities salvaged By livestock or gleaned, Virtually all corn matured before 
killing frosts, resulting ina minimum of soft or immature corn. The 3,303 million 
bushels now estimated is 46 million more than on October 1. Soybeans were virtually 
all harvested by November 1], earlier than in any previous season, and another small 
increase in outturn is now estimated. Similarly, small increases from October 1 fore- 
casts are shown for rice, potatoes, dry beans, peanuts, sugar beets and grapes, Cotton 
also is turning out considerably better than expected earlier, largely because of the 
rapid picking and ginning with a minimum of loss. On the other hand, sorghum grain, 
tobacco, sweetpotatoes, sugarcane, apples, pears, cranberries and pecans did not 
quite hold up to earlier expectations, This general upward trend results in an increase 
in the all-crops volume, This total is now 132 percent of the 1923-32 base, one point 
higher than on October 1, but 3 points lower than the 1948 index, the only one to exceedit. 


Yields per acre are relatively high. New record yields are indicated for winter 
wheat, rice, dry beans and sugarbeets; yields of corn and potatoes are near record. Yields 
are also higher than last year and average for cotton lint, sugarcane, and hops, On the 
other hand, yields are lower than last year and average for spring wheat, oats, rye, 
sorghum grain and sweetpotatoes. The composite yield index based on current estimates for 

ZBimajor crops is, 148 percent of the 1923-32 base.. This is exceeded only:by the 15] per~ 
cent in 1948, and is 5 points above 1950, third highest year. 


Winter wheat prospects, as of November 1, were far from satisfactory, but not 
hopeless, in much of the producing area, Very little rain fell in most of the country during 
the usual fall-seeding season of September and October. The central and southern Great 
Plains wheat area has been most seriously affected. Elsewhere, the situation ranges from 
below average in the East North Central area to serious in the Pacific Northwest. 
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ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE, CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., Jan. 12, 1953 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1953 


Only once at this time of year have Illinois farmers had more corn on their 
farms than they now have, according to the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois 
and U. S. Departments of Agriculture. Present stocks amounting to 376 million 
bushels are 7 percent larger than those of January 1, 1952 and 16 percent larger 
than the ten-year average for that date. Although the apparent disappearance of 
corn from farms during the past three months was larger than usual, growers 
started the present marketing year with a near record crop and comparatively mild 
open weather during late fall and early winter permitted maximum use of stalk 
fields. 


Stocks of oats, estimated to be 78 million bushels are small for this date 
because last year's crop was much below average. Stocks on this date a year ago 
amounted to 82 million bushels and the ten-year average was 86 million. 


Wheat stocks at 2.9 million bushels were larger than all but one of the 
preceding six years, yet smaller than the ten-year average of 3.8 million. In 
contrast with oats, last year’s wheat crop was exceptionally large but in recent 
years growers seem to have been disinclined to hold appreciable quantities of wheat 
over the winter. 


Soybean stocks are near average in size for this date, although the total of 
20 million on farms at present is less than three-fifths as large as stocks on 
January 1 a year ago. About 3.0 million tons of hay remain on farms compared with 
3.3 million a year earlier and the ten-year average of 2.9 million. 


J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
U. S.Department of Agriculture Penalty for private use 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics to avoid payment 

P. O. Box 429 of postage $300.00 


Springfield, Illinois 
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- bes ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
( Bea S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGR. ECONOMICS DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


- Office of Agricultural Statistician, P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., April 13, 1953 
MROP sir PesvArP RIL, 1953) 

ILLINOIS: The current wheat outlook indicates a 1953 crop of 42.7 million bushels. 
Although only three percent larger than production in 1952, this year’s prospective 
crop is 59 percent larger than the ten year average. Winter losses were extremely 
small, although scattered fields, mainly on last year's soybean ground, are thin and 
short. Generally, stands are good. With excellent root systems and ample moisture 
for present needs the crop will develop rapidly as temperatures rise. 

Showers interrupted field work frequently in recent weeks, but growers made 
full use of all opportunities to the extent that seeding and plowing are more advanced 
than usual. Nearly three fourths of the intended oats acreage has been sown compared 
with about half at this time a year ago. More than half of the ground intended for corn 
and soybeans has been plowed compared with about a third last year at this time. 

April 1 stocks of corn on farms, 251 million bushels, were the fourth largest 
of record for that date. Stocks a year earlier amounted to 205 million bushels and 
the ten year average is 207 million. Oats stocks, at 37.3 million bushels are much 
smaller than the total for this date in most recent years - are fifteen percent smaller 
than last year's April 1 stocks and nineteen percent smaller than average. Wheat 
growers, as usual, have disposed of most of their crop, and now hold only about three 
percent of last year’s production. 

Illinois milk production during the past month is estimated at 428 million 
pounds - 7 percent more than last year’s March output, but 4 percent less than the ten 
year average, A total of 327 million eggs were produced during March, three percent 


fewer than a year ago due to reductions in numbers of layers. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS - APRIL 1 
Percent of : 


Previous Year's Crop F Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 
Avil942-51 1952 51953 « » Av. 1942-51 1952 1953 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 48.7 44 50 206,959 205,289 250,676 
Wheat 8.0 PAT Bis 2,026 668 1,457 
Oats 32.5 33 30 46,123 44,339 37,285 
Barley 1/ 16.9 24 25 198 188 195 162 
Rye 1/ 10.1 12 9 ny; 69 64 42 
Soybeans Litsi?, 18 16 12,640 17,125 13,620 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for grain 46.4 40.2 48.9 1,276,189 1,052,666 1,466,434 
W heat 2b .O amtOsea. 20.8 CIAO bes 597,895 268,440 
Oats eA eke meh SESE Ne 483,841 519,236 456,956 
Barley Migs sBeore s0ere w 2519 ay 4181,435 77,962 57,396 
Rye Palas an 1b ib eb 14s oc dl fees 432 3,44] 2,443 
Soybeans Dye Pecieee! bore 20.000) 1 eG 39007 1 60,095 58,316 


aki Short-time average. 


J. A. Ewing : Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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tTSGINOIS;GROP REPORT = MAY 1, 1953 

A winter wheat crop of 43.8 million bushels is indicated, a crop exceeded only 
three times in the thirty years ending this season, according to the Crop Reporting 
Service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments of Agriculture. Fields generally show 
good stands and color, and have excellent root systems. Acreage losses have been 
unusually small. Flood damage, insect infestations, and disease incidence have been 
extremely light. While the crop has stooled well, height of straw looks a bit shorter 
than usual. This year’s rye crop forecast, 504 thousand bushels, although 9 percent 
larger than the 1952 crop, is the third smallest of record. Fall sown barley, rye, 
and oats have been in head for some time in some southern communities but wheat is 
just now coming into head in the lower end of the State. 


Oats growers sowed most of their intended acreage earlier thanusual. Ninety 
percent were sown by April 15 compared with not quite 80 percent on that date a year 
earlier. A few fields were sown near the end of May in counties near the Wisconsin 
line but late seeding is of less Serious consequence there than in areas further south. 
Stands are good generally although germination and top growth were retarded in some 
cases by cold cloudy weather in early April. Ina few instances,particularly on the 
east side, reseeding was necessary. 


Corn planting is well under way. Plowing and field preparation have been in an 
advanced stage for some time but growers have delayed planting, waiting for warmer 
weather. Soybean planting has started. 


Hay and pastures started the season in good condition having experienced little 
or no winter damage. However, growth has been retarded by cool weather, and clover 
and alfalfa have been damaged in varying degree by aphids and clover weevils in all 
areas. Many growers are resorting to spray controls but a considerable acreage is 
reported to have been plowed under in some communities. Such acreage is expected 
to be added to that intended for corn. This year’s May 1 carryover of old hay on 
farms is estimated to be 711] thousand tons compared with 758 thousand a year ago 
and the ten year average of 746, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MAY 1 REPORT - Acreage, production and hay 
stocks shown in thousands 
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: ILLINOIS : UNITED SLATES 
Ror TAVeLave s. . 7) ind) sw heAVverage? : ind: 
De ote tol elo oee Moe eae tots Looe) 1959 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest 1,388 1,810 1,991 45,249 50,348 
Yield per acre 18.8 250 2250 Liao 20.9 
Production, bu. 26,870 Meresierases02 9797 23 7 15052,501 
Rye 
Acres for harvest 50 Sie) 36 2,108 T3605 
Yield per acre AST | 14.0 14.0 12.2 ith rhs, 
Production, bu. 639 462 504 255837 15,910 
All hay condition 84 90 85 84 89 
Pasture condition 83 OZ 84 82 87 
Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year’s crop 19 16 16 15.3 13.9 
Tons 746 758 Tle 15,443 14,958 
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J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge -OVER- Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT .« Juné 1, 1953 


The Illinois winter wheat forecast of 48.8 million bushels, if realized, will be the 
largest crop produced in the State in thirty years. Seventeen percent larger than the 1952 
crop, the prospective 1953 crop is 82 percent larger than the ten year (1942-51) average, 
according to the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments of Agricul- 
ture. Recent weather conditions generally have been favorable for wheat and the crop 
has been unusually free of disease. Insects have threatened the crop in wide-spread 
areas during the past month and some individual losses have been reported. However, 
damage has been of no material consequence Statewide. Army worms have been re- 
ported in many areas and are said to have injured the crop in a few communities, mainly 
in the east, southeast and extreme southwest. Recently, an unusually heavy infestation 
of aphids has developed particularly in the area south of Springfield. Whether they 
will affect the outcome of the wheat is still a little uncertain but since most of the crop 
in the main wheat area is in or beyond the soft dough stage, it seems unlikely that yields 
will be reduced significantly. An unusually good fill has been observed and plants gener- 
ally are unusually tall. 


A rye crop of 504 thousand bushels is indicated compared with 462 thousand a year 
ago, and the ten year average of 639 thousand. 


Corn planting is nearly completed in all areas of the State except counties below 
Mattoon on the east side and those below Greenville on the west. About ten percent of the 
intended acreage remains to be planted in the latter areas, but this fraction will be fin- 
ished up promptly with favorable weather for field work. Replanting has been necessary 
in scattered instances throughout the State, in part due to adverse weather developments, 
and partly because of damage by flea beetles, army worms, and cutworms. 


Scattered rains during the past week relieved the increasingly dry situation above 
mid-State but southern counties continue to need rain for growing crops. Recent plant- 
ings of corn and soybeans in the lower half of the State will need showers to assure prompt 
germination. 


About 10 to 15 percent of this year’s soybean acreage has been planted. As with 
corn, the major part of the unplanted acreage is in southern counties. 


Haying is well under way with a substantial fraction of first growth alfalfa cut and 
a good start made on first crop clover. This year’s hay acreage as well as the yield out- 
look have been reduced by general infestations of the clover leaf weevil and aphids. Clover 
meadows were most seriously affected - with a substantialacreage in some communities 
plowed under and planted to corn or soybeans, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 
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: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop : Average: : - Average : : 
1942-51: Toc 1953 ee 194275) 1952 ; 1953 
Winter Wheat- 
Acres for harvest 1,388 Fot0 reo 45,249 50,348 44,526 
Yield per acre, bu. 18.8 rakes W Za35 L750 20.9 igre 
Production, bu. 26,870 41,630 48,780 LUle este OU OU L 769,88 
Rye = 
Acres for harvest 50 33 36 2,108 1,385 1,408 
= roduction; bu. 639 462 504 ZO.Oo 1. LO LO [ray Soi, 
All Hay - 
Condition, % 86 90 82 85 87 87 
Pasture - 
Condition, % 90 oie 89 86 88 85 
Peaches - 
Production, bu. 1,564 13387 Wee WAS: 67,0 te 62,560 637034 
Pears = 
Production, bu. rAd al yey wee 30,396 30,947 3275 Ul 
J. A. Ewing p Burton, R, Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
ANG SS ee 
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Prospects of producing the second largest corn crop of record and the largest wheat 
crop in thirty years highlight the current forecast. Oats were hurt by hot weather and the 
hay crop was damaged by insects, but the outlook is bright for all other major crops. 


# corn crop of 518 million bushels is indicated compared with 517 last year and the 
10-year (1942-51) average of 443 million bushels. This year’s prospective yield of 57 
bushels per acre is 6 bushels larger than the 10-year average although it has twice been 
exceeded. Growers expect to,harvest 9.1 million acres of corn for all purposes, 2 per- 
cent more than a year ago and 5 percent more than the 10-year average. Corn was 
planted a little earlier than in other recent years. In general, stands are near normal 
although they leave something to be desired ina few scattered communities mainly in 
lower central and southern Illinois. More than the usual amount of replanting was neces- 
sary because of insect damage and quirks in weather. Although rainfall has been barely 
adequate much of the time to date, there has been enough moisture for the crop to push 
along rapidly during the hot weather of recent weeks. Fields average 3 1/2 to 4 feet in 
height, the tallest for this date since 1949. 


Soybean growers plan to harvest 3.6 million acres for beans, 2 percent more than 
were harvested a year ago and 3 percent more than the 10-year average. This year 
percent of full stand is near average and the crop has developed rapidly due to favorable 
growing weather. Bloom is showing in earlier fields across central Illinois. 


This year’s indicated wheat crop, 50.7 million bushels, is more than a fifth larger 
than last year’s crop and nearly nine-tenths larger than the average of the previous ten 
years. A prospective yield of 25 bushels per acre,exceeds the previous record high by 
2 bushels, and is 6 bushels larger than the 10-year average. Growers increased their 

acreage for harvest this year 12 percent over that of a year ago, giving them the largest 
acreage in fifteen years. Combining started toward the end of the third week of June and 
has moved along rapidly with only momentary interruptions. With 80 to 90 percent of the 
crop combined thus far, this has been one of the earliest harvests in Illinois history. Al- 
though this year’s crop was threatened by insects just ahead of harvest, they caused no 
perceptible damage from the statewide view point. The incidence of disease was unusually 
light and harvest weather has been nearly perfect. Quality probably has never been ex- 
celled, moisture is low, test weight high and much of the crop is grading No. l. 


This year’s prospective ozts crop of 123 million bushels is one percent smaller than 
last year’s short'crop and 12 percent smaller than the 10“year average. The. acreage to 
be harvested this year is 6 percent smaller than that harvested in 1952. Yields were re- 
duced by high temperatures occurring in June which caught much of this year’s oats acre- 
age in the course of filling. A considerable fraction of this year’s production is expected 
to be light weight and chaffy. 


é total of 3.9 million tons of hay of all kinds is expected to be produced in Illinois 
Pals vyeonm,,4D0uUuL. > percent short of the 10-year average and 12 percent. less than was pro- 
duced a year ago. / sharp reduction in acreage and yield of clover-timothy hay mainly 
the product of damage by aphids and clover leaf weevil account for the reduction in overall 
production of hay. An increase in alfalfa partially offset the decline in clover. Mostly 
favorable weather for haying operations has assured exceptionally high quality of this year’s 
hay crop, which is another partially offsetting factor in terms of feed value. 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPOR P= OCTOBER, 1953 

Illinois corn yield prospects declined a bushel during September and soybeans two 
bushels. High temperatures and lack of rainfall affected the outlook adversely in almost 
all areas of the State, but both crops are still expected to be large in central and northern 
areas. Although prevailing weather reduced the expected out-turn of fall crops it has been 
favorable for harvest operations and both corn picking and soybean combining are further 
along at this date than in any previous year. Pastures have shown further deterioration 
and only in the northern end of the State are permanent pastures providing any forage of 
consequence. The condition of pastures on October 1] was the lowest reported for that 
date since the drouth year of 1936. About two-thirds of the intended wheat acreage has 
been sown, a slightly smaller fraction than reported a year ago as of this date, but near 
normal progress despite dry soil conditions which have made seed bed preparation diffi- 
cult and retarded germination. Recent showers will help wheat as well as grasses but 
much more rain is needed to overcome the large cumulative deficiency. 


Farm carryover of corn on Cctober 1] is estimated to have been 30.] million bushels 
compared with 30.3 million a year ago and the ten-year average of 40.0 million bushels. 
Farm stocks of corn declined sharply in recent weeks as holdings under government loan 
were released to the Commodity Credit Corporation. Farm stocks of soybeans have been 
virtually exhausted as is usual for this date. Growers held 86 million bushels of oats and 
15 million bushels of wheat compared with the ten-year averages of 103 million and 6 mil- 
lion respectively. Stocks of wheat were somewhat larger than usual because of increased 
participation in the wheat loan program. 


Indicated production of corn amounting to 491 million bushels is substantially smal- 
ler than last year’s crop of 517 million bushels but is well above the ten-year average of 
443 million and the fifth largest of record. The estimated yield of 54 bushels per acre is 
four bushels smaller than last year’s yield but three bushels larger than the ten-year aver- 
age. Illinois corn is unusually low in moisture for this date. Most of it is dry enough for 
safe storage and it appears that growers have picked roughly a fourth of the acreage. 


The soybean production outlook declined 7 million bushels during the past month, 
which makes the present estimate 76 million bushels compared with 85 million a year ago 
and the ten-year average of 79 million. This year’s crop is unusually low in moisture and 
is reported to have shattered somewhat more than usual. Harvest moved along faster than 
in any previous year with approximately 90 percent of the soybeans combined to date. 


This year’s hay crop is expected to be 3.9 million tons compared with 4.4 last year 
and the ten-year average of 4.0 million tons. First cuttings of alfalfa and clover gave fair 
yields of excellent quality but dry weather reduced the output of later growth. The decline 
in pasture condition after mid-summer made it necessary to start using hay earlier than 
is customary thus reducing further the supply available for use an Illinois farms this winter. 


Production of milk in September, estimated to have been 396 million pounds, was 
down 4 percent compared with production in that period a year earlier. A decline in output 
per cow more than offset a small increase in numbers of cows milked. A total of 194 mil- 
lion eggs were produced during September compared with 202 million a year ago. 


UNITED STATES CROP PROSPECTS 


The estimated all-crop volume remains third-largest of record, exceeded only in 
1948 and 1952. Virtually no change in the prospective total crop volume resulted from 
changes in individual crop prospects during September. A few crops improved-~-~cotton,all 
hay, rice; many others changed only a little; but for spring wheat, soybeans, sorghum grain, 
peanuts and some others production prospects declined. The corn crop is now estimated 
at 3,196 million bushels, only 20 million less than on September 1. 


The generally dry, warm weather during September was favorable to ideal for ma- 
turing and harvesting crops. Frost in various sections caused only minor crop damage; 
in fact, killing frosts in some areas about October 6 were welcome, facilitating harvest of 
corn, soybeans, and potatoes. Rapid progress in harvesting minimized harvesting losses. 
But while the extended growing season permitted even late-planted fields to mature, the 
widespread lack of soil moisture tended to limit yields of soybeans and sorghums, also to 
reduce sizes of fruit. This lack of soil moisture affected corn yields only slightly, because 
of the advancement of the crop. But it retarded preparation of fields and seeding of fall- 
sown crops rather generally and may become a significant factor in reducing the planted 
acreage of winter wheat and rye. 

J. A. Ewing, Agr. Statistician In Charge | Burton R. Miller, Agr. Statistician 
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IGEINOIS CROP REPORTS" AUGUS tel 195 


Near record crops of corn, soybeans, and winter wheat are indicated for Illinois. 
However, the oats crop was disappointing and the hay crop was smaller than the 1942-51 
average, Predominantly fair weather in recent weeks was most favorable for harvest 
of hay and small grains, but growth of grasses and legumes was retarded and sizeable 
areas, mainly in southern Illinois, had less soil moisture than required for optimum 
growth of corn and soybeans. Permanent pastures suffered most with August 1 condi-~ 
tion standing at a nine-year low for that date. Good progress has been made in plowing 
for winter wheat, although it has been accomplished with difficulty in some instances 
due to dry soil conditions. 


The indicated corn crop of 527 million bushels has been exceeded only once 
previously -- by the 1948 crop of 564 million bushels. This year’s indicated yield of 
58 bushels per acre is the same as reported a year ago, but has been exceeded only 
once -- again in 1948 when the Illinois crop made 61 bushels per acre. The Illinois 
crop is ina more advanced stage of growth than is usual for this date with about two- 
thirds of the acreage in the roasting ear stage. It is following rather closely last year's 
growth schedule. A good many communities in central and southern Illinois are a little 
short of soil moisture but serious deterioration has been confined largely to the lower 
west side. Losses within the latter area have been more than offset by gains north- 
ward, particularly the northern third of Illinois. Hail damage occurred at a number of 
widely scattered points during the past week but the Statewide outlook was not affected. 


A soybean crop of 87 million bushels is indicated. This has been twice exceeded -~- 
by the 1950 crop of 96 million bushels and the 1951 crop of 95 million bushels. The 
indicated yield of 24 bushels per acre is 1.5 bushels below the all time high. It has been 
equalled on several occasions, but has been exceeded in only three prior years. In stage 
growth, this year's crop is about as far along as was last year’s early crop on this date. 
As is true of corn, moisture is a limiting factor in some communities and the Statewide 
outlook is more affected because a relatively larger fraction of the soybean acreage is 
grown in the droughty areas of southern Illinois. 


This year’s winter wheat crop of 54.7 million bushels is the largest produced in 
Illinois since 1923. The estimated yield of 27 bushels per acre is an all time high 
exceeding the previous top yield by 3.5 bushels. Harvest was unusually early this 
season. Combining was over half done by the end of June and was practically com~ 
pleted by mid-July. In terms of quality this year’s crop may have been the best Illinois 
has produced, 


A total of only 117 million bushels of oats were produced this season, 6 percent 
short of last year’s small crop and 16 percent below the ten-year average. Hot weather 
during the filling period and rust were responsible primarily for this year’s disappoint~ 
ing yield returns. Maturity of the crop having been hastened by hot weather, harvest 
was well underway at the end of the first week of July and, with a minimum of interrup~ 
tions, was nearing completion on August l. 


A hay crop of 3.9 million tons is indicated compared with 4.4 million tons a year 
ago and the ten-year average of 4,0 million tons. The first crop of clover was reduced 
by insects and later growth of all varieties of hay was short due to persistently hot dry 
weather. Although total production is short of expectations, this has been partially off- 
set by exceptionally high quality, stemming from the fact that harvest weather was 
unusually favorable. 


J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician. 
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Office of Agricultural Statistician, P.O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., November 16, 1953 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1953 

The harvest end estimate of Illinois’ corn crop is the same as forecast October l, 
but the soybean estimate is down two million bushels. With corn picking nearing com- 
pletion and only a few late soybean fields to be combined, crop correspondents’ November 
1, locality estimates confirm the corn yield reported a month ago but indicate a half 
bushel reduction in yield of soybeans. The indicated corn crop, amounting to 491 million 
bushels, although well below last year’s crop of 517 million bushels, is substantially 
larger than the 1942-51 average of 443 million and the fifth largest of record. However, 
the soybean crop of 74 million bushels is six percent smaller than the ten-year average 
and the smallest since 1947. Harvest of both crops started at an unusually early date and 
proceeded steadily without interruption of consequence. Progress was somewhat retarded 
by excessive dryness which forced some growers to limit harvest to the morning hours 
in order to minimize dropping of ears, and shattering of soybeans, Both crops were ex- 
ceptionally low in moisture at harvest--part of the corn was suitable for immediate 


shelling. 


Pasture condition as of November 1 was the lowest of record for that date, due to 
lack of soil moisture. Fall grain seedings have germinated fairly well in most areas 
despite shortages of rainfall, but have made very little top growth. New grass and legume 
seedings also are short, and in some central and southern counties concern is felt for 
their survival. Water hauling has been a common chore in many communities because of 
failure of usual water sources. The northern quarter of Illinois hasn’t been materially 
affected, but in west central counties and the lower half of the State twenty to thirty per- 
cent of the farms found it necessary to haul water some time during October. 


Illinois’ corn yield, indicated to be 54 bushels per acre, is four bushels smaller 
than that of last year, but three bushels larger than the ten-year average. Harvest was 
well under way this year by the end of the first week of October and was more than 90 
percent completed by November 1. Dry brittle ear shanks made clean shucking diffi- 
cult and led to more dropping of ears than usual. In an effort to combat the problem 
some growers picked only in the mornings, sometimes starting long before dawn. This 
slowed harvest somewhat as did shortages of crib space. 


The soybean yield estimate of 20.5 bushels per acre is 3.5 bushels smaller than 
the 1952 estimate and 1.9 bushels below the ten-year average. Dry weather hurried 
the crop along to the extent that 70 percent of the acreage was combined by September 30 
and 95 percent by the end of the third week of October. Shattering losses were somewhat 
heavier than usual. . 


UNITED STATES CROPSRROSPE CES 


Conditions for maturity and harvest of late~growing crops were favorable to ideal 
during October and the total expected volume of crop production increased slightly. 
It remains third-largest, nearly up to the 1952 volume but well below that for 1948. The 
conditions which favored harvest, however, were unfavorable for seeding and development 
of fall-sown grains, until good rains fell in the latter third of October. Corn production 
is now estimated at 3,180 million bushels, only 16 million less than on October 1. Virtually 
all corn matured before killing frosts, resulting in practically no soft or immature ears, 
Corn cured rapidly and is generally of good to excellent quality; much was dry enough to 
be shelled for market as it was picked. In the Corn Belt, machine picking in some fields 
was hampered by the dryness and brittleness of the stalks and ear shanks, resulting in 
much dropping of ears. Harvesting progress, however, is reported much more rapid than 
usual. Harvest of soybeans reached its peak in the main producing area in early October 
and was generally about completed by November 1, The outturn appears to be nearly 3 
percent smaller than forecast a month ago. Earlier prospects were not quite maintained 
for dry beans, potatoes, and sweetpotatoes, but increases from earlier forecasts are now 
shown for rice, sorghum grain, peanuts, tobacco and sugar beets. Picking of cotton pro- 
gressed rapidly and with a minimum of loss. Lint yields are considerably higher than 
expected earlier, and the estimated outturn increased to 16.1 million bales. 


W inter wheat prospects, as of November 1, varied widely by areas, but on the whole 
are better than a year earlier. October rains have been the key to the situarion, which at 
the start of the month was generally far from satisfactory. Inthe important Great Plains 
area, prospects vary from excellent and the best in years inthe Texas wheat area, to 
favorable with good growth in Oklahoma, mostly satisfactory and better than a year ago in 
Kansas, Colorado and New Mexico and mostly good in Nebraska. Dusted in wheat germinatec 
and stands improved after October rains. In most of the North Central area, seeding was 
delayed by dry soils, germination and growth was slow, but rains late in October were 
beneficial and the condition of fall-sown grains improved. ap 
J. A. Ewing, Agr. Statistician In Charge Burton R. Miller, Agr.Statisti- 
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AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE ne, 2 any DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
a Office of Agricultural Statistician, P.O. Box 429, Springfield, IIl., Jan. 13, 1054 ~~ 


Only three times previously at this time of year have Illinois farm stocks of corn been 
larger than they now are, according to the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois and U. S. 
Departments of Agriculture. January 1 stocks of corn are estimated to have been 358 million 
bushels compared with 380 million bushels a year earlier and the 1943-52 average of 324 
million, The estimate of January 1, 1949 stocks amounting to 421 million bushels tops those 
for all other years, Although present stocks are large and despite comparatively mild open 
weather, apparent disappearance of corn during the past quarter was the fourth largest of record, 

Oats stocks are relatively small, this year's January 1 estimate being only 70 million 
bushels compared with 77 million a year ago and the ten year average of 84 million, Dis- 
appearance during the last six months has been light relative to that of other years, but 
growers started the current season with a short crop, 

Stocks of wheat are estimated to have been 12.5 million bushels on January 1, nearly 
four times as large as the ten year average for that date and the largest since January 1, 1932. 
Farmers held 19.2 million bushels of soybeans on January 1 compared with 20.5 million bushels 


a year earlier and the ten year average of 20.7 million, 


J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge 
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U. S. Department of Agriculture 
Agr. Marketing Service 
P26. Box 429 
Springfield, Illinois 


DepeUreLeLALonUsiNeos © 50...” 


Agricultural Statistician 


SSS SE ST SS ES ES ST SA SD SO SN eS I CREE SE eGo coe aD cee 


Penalty for private use 
to avoid payment of 
postage $300.00 


University of Illinois Library 
Document Section 

Urbana, Ill. 

A (10) 


7 
9 . hd 
™ gth-9 
4 u “ + * me o 
fo ° 12 Gs - ‘ | 
be . ey . Sn ee 
‘ } A ion : ’ re 
Py * La ‘ t+ ' rT my a, 
ery a. ? ‘ ‘ b 
¢ 
. ° 
ee . 
‘ ’ = or ' 
{ ro’ 
} 
‘ ° , i 
" 
‘ 5 
wry ee ‘ 
s 
: 
m | 
B4 A AE a ee : ’ : cies aw 
ae ‘ » . - va ., ed 
| 
} , * : . DPhil eee 
‘ 
5 ‘ 
} 
. - ” 1). ae 
‘. Sewage 
og ERT Se 
- 
P 4 
> ae OAS t a4 Soo a8 3 { 
{ : Z Ett 
FOU. “Ss h pL Re : aes) 
acaeee oh. enthecy etme topos oe sarteaie ical Let 
'esbdOce “tet GAOAIE ) oysd shame > : 
' ; A> a Z = 
’ th & niier, Fy y 
Jia | 
ef te tivo wes & teenies % of BRP Be OT ¢ sarge 
\ A 
~~ . “* * : F ae r . Te * 
i i rn { boy 
4 r pay F ks ? j oo Sewn Vid EA 7 iota roo | ea, 
. = oes : & pees w aia is 
{Loe ey Ved) os SAD any Sekeoep Feee) ONT tee sas So Re 
Bh aca Bh - a Pre 
: » . a = + 
a Pee eee. yore ne ef (vse ke bp ete edo oe |) Ph Be Mee One 1% ee te te tae e440 iT, 


eae 


ss 


ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
AGR. MARKETING SERVICE IRE . OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
Office of Agricultural Statistician, P.O. Box 7; Springfield, Ill., April 12, 1954 


CROP REAPRRF2 1954e1L 1, 1954 


ILLINOIS: This year's prospective WHERN c vop.9f& 35.9 million bushels is much smaller 

than the near record crop of 56.8 million bushels produced last year, but 
substantially larger than the ten-year average amounting to 30.0 million bushels. While 
the yield outlook is above average it is less favorable than on this date a year ago. Last 
year’s crop benefited from near optimum conditions to the end of harvest, when the 
yield per acre turned out to be substantially larger than the previous record high. This 
year’s production is further minimized by a marked reduction in seeded acreage — the 
result of dry weather last fall and the 1954 wheat allotment program. The present crop 
suffered little or no winter damage and is starting out this spring with generally better 
than average stands. Some fields look a bit thin, but the root system is well developed, 
excellent stooling has occurred, and the color is good. 


Temperatures were not favorable for vegetative growth prior to April 1, but rain- 
fall distribution permitted unusually early progress of field work. More plowing for corn 
and soybeans has been completed than ever before on this date, and many central and 
southern counties have found it possible to sow most of their intended acreage of oats. 
Grasses and legumes are still short, except in the lower end of the State, but stands 
generally look promising - much better than anticipated last fall and winter. Low tem- 
peratures around the first of the month damaged scattered blocks of peaches in the Anna 
area when they were in full bloom, but the Statewide production outlook is not believed 
appreciably affected. 


A total of 247 million bushels of corn were stored on farms on April 1, compared 
with 253 million a year earlier, and the ten-year average of 204 million bushels. Farm 
stocks of oats amounted to 35.7 million bushels, compared with 36.7 million last year 
on April 1, and the average of 45.2 million bushels. Wheat stocks, amounting to 10.8 
million bushels were much larger than usual, due in part to quantities stored under 
Government loan. A year ago, wheat stocks totaled 1.5 million bushels, a little less than 
the ten-year average of 1.6 million bushels. Soybean stocks are estimated at 9.2 million 
bushels, compared with 14.3 million last year on this date and the ten-year average of 
13.1 million bushels. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS - APRIL 1] 


—_ 


: Percent of Previous Year’s Crop: Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 
> Average .: = : GAVeTagen: : 
By ae eeMal x wae roots kbd: C194 3a52 evi p obs: wktee 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 47.1 50 51 203,793 Thea Ne ead Wp 246,813 
W heat 6.8 3.5 19 1618 1,485 10,788 
Oats 3209 30 35k 45,186 36,730 35,072 
Barley ian Biles Zp 22 LA 189 162 157 
Rye Way ieee 9.0 FiO dy. ray 68 45 39 
Soybeans 16.7 16 Ld 13,088 14,269 9,228 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for grain 45.1 48.8 Sse 152534288 + 011,452,627 1,468,770 
W heat 20.8 20.7 Aa ea Lin hes 269,523 297,873 
Oats | 3 tad 36.0 37.0 492,594 454,075 2505355 
Barley 1 ma ete 25.3 34 slr pith ly 049 57,126 74,883 
Rye 1 18.4 LD as 2909 1 45322 2,454 5,386 
Soybeans 19.1 0.0 14.0 41,803 59,669 36,640 
1/ Short-time average. 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge fé.gricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AG@RYCULTURE 
AGR. MARKETING SERVICE DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
Office of #gricultural Statistician, P.O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., May,11,.1954 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1954 


Production of winter wheat in Illinois is expected to be 29 percent smaller than last 
year’s near record crop, but 35 percent larger than the 1943-52 average, according to 
the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments of Agriculture. A crop 
of 40 million bushels is indicated compared with 57 million a year ago, and the ten-year 
average of 30 million bushels. Very little abandonment has occurred, but the acreage to 

_ be harvested will be a fourth smaller than that of a year earlier because of reductions in 
seedings induced mainly by farm program allotments. This year’s prospective yield, at 
26 bushels per acre is one bushel below that reported last year, but tops all other years 
of record. Stands are good in almost all areas, heavy stooling having offset scattered 
instances of initial sparseness. Whether insects and diseases will take more or less than 
their usual toll is a question which will be resolved mainly by weather in the next six to 
eight weeks. Fields are heading in the lower end of the State and are in the boot across 
mid-State. Harvest should be well under way before the end of June. 


This year’s rye crop, of 1.2 million bushels will be more than double that produced 
in 1953. The sharp reduction in wheat seedings provided both incentive and space for in- 
creasing rye. Growers responded with a hundred percent increase in sown acreage. 
Roughly half will be combined and the remainder utilized for pasture and green manure, 
as usually is the case. 


Marked improvement in the soil moisture situation and timely progress of field 
operations have contributed much toward an excellent crop outlook generally. Further 
accumulation of soil moisture is desirable in many communities and lower east central 
and southwestern areas need more rain for the immediate future, but the greater part of 
Illinois is now stocked with at least a small moisture reserve. Spring seeding of oats was 
delayed somewhat by wet fields in the northern-most tiers of counties and particularly the 
northeast, but the crop in that area is less subject to preharvest heat damage than central 
and southern sections where seeding was completed at an early date. “«xcellent seed beds 
are being prepared for corn and soybeans and planting is well under way in Southern 
Illinois. 


Clover and alfalfa have been widely infested with insects as was true a year ago. 
Although early growth was rapid enough to keep ahead of insect damage in most areas, the 
situation has been aggravated recently as cool weather retarded plant development. Growers 
have been spraying in many communities. Late frosts may have injured alfalfa, clover, 
and oats but extent of damage is believed to be slight. Fruit in the northern counties was 
also affected and in the south some corn was replanted. Carryover of old hay amounting 
to 616,000 tons, compared with 736,000 a year ago and the ten-year average of 758,000 
tons, was larger than expected due to the mild open winter which minimized feed require- 
ments. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MAY 1 REPORT - Acreage, production and hay 
stocks shown in thousands 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
CROP J BVerage.: 1953 Indicated s:eAve rage ‘«: 1953 : Indicated 
19435520: : 1954 Nn el mt ey ee ‘Sri Os 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest 1,476 2,103 1,556 46,716 46,681 aN ec VAs 
Yield per acre 19.8 Zhen) 26.0 Lit 18.8 18.7 
Production, bu. 295501 56,781 40,456 832,974 Blitee Lh 707,118 
Rye ; 
Acres for harvest 49 40 81 1,867 ene y sf 1,685 
Yield per acre 13.0 14.0 14.5 i .9 13.0 11.8 
Production, bu. 636 560 are 22,149 WAS Rs. 19,818 
All hay condition 84 85 89 85 85 86 
Pasture condition 84 84 88 82 80 80 
Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year’s 
crop 19 16 15 Dae 14.1 14.4 
Tons 758 736 616 ie play 2 14,719 hry Wat 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge . Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CO-OPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
U, so, VEPT..OF AGRICULTURE ILLINOIS DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
AGR. MARKETING SERVICE DIV. OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


Office of Agricultural Statistician, P.O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill., June ll, 1954 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = June’ 1,° 1954 


Illinois' crop outlook appears to be above average, generally, despite frequent de- 
ficits in soil moisture and insect populations which are larger than usual, according to 
the Crop Reporting Service of the Illinois and U. S. Departments of Agriculture. Fall 
sown grains are approaching harvest without having suffered material damage. Oats are 
heading well above mid-State and are starting to fill in the lower end of Illinois. Planting 
of corn and soybeans has been completed, for all practical purposes - roughly a week 
ahead of normal. Scattered corn growers, dissatisfied with initial stands because of the 
effects of insects and varying extremes of weather, have replanted some of their acreage. 
Nevertheless, taking the State as a whole, stands are about as uniformly good as one ever 
finds. Hay has been hurt in varying degree by insects, mainly aphids, but still will make 
a good crop in most areas. More than a third of the first crops of alfalfa and clover has 
been harvested. 


Permanent pastures have been disappointing. Weather conditions unfavorable for 
grasses, and localized infestations of army worms have resulted in deterioration during 
a period when available forage normally increases. Condition of all pastures on June l, 
was ten points below average and nine points lower than on that date a year ago. Recent 
general rains will, of course, lead to some improvement. 


Although the fruit situation looks favorable in most areas, production will be below 
average as the result of reductions in tree numbers which have occurred in recent years. 
A heavy set of peaches has occurred. The production of apples per tree is expected to be 
above last year in southern Illinois but the outlook is somewhat less favorable in other 
areas. Harvest of Transparent apples is expected to start in the lower end of the State 
during the last ten days of this month. 


Harvest of Illinois' 40 million bushel wheat crop is expected to be well under way be- 
fore the end of the month, Although this year's prospective crop is 29 percent smaller 
than the near record crop of 57 million bushels produced a year ago, it is 35 percent larger 
than the 1943-52 average Acreage reductions in compliance with the Government allotment 
program are primarily responsible for the decline in production this season. The yield 
outlook has not changed during the past month. At 26 bushels per acre, it is one bushel 
below that of last year, but otherwise the largest of record. Some scattered adverse de- 
velopments such as hail and insect damage occurred during May, but these usually have 
been localized and off-set by near elimination of other common hazards such as disease 
and flooding. 


This year's rye crop is expected to be more than twice as large as the 1953 crop. A 
marked increase in acreage for harvest is mainly responsible for the increase this season, 
although the indicated yield per acre is also larger - by half a bushel. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 
Acreage and Production Figures in Thousands 


: ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
Crop : Average : Average : 
1943-52 153 Ape ler: 1943-52 L953 : L954 
Winter Wheat - 
Acres for harvest 1,476 27108 1,556 46,716 46,681 iW ps Abs 
Yield per acre, bu. 19.8 ZTLO 26.0 ST hei 18.8 19.6 
Production, bu. 29S 85h 56,781 40, 456 S32, 901 Ort, ort 159,917 
Rye - 
Acres for harvest 49 40 81 17867 1, 382 1,685 
Production, bu. 636 560 1,174 22,149 17,998 PAS bos Bb 
All Hay - 
Condition, % 86 82 78 85 87 82 
Pasture - 
Condition, % 90 89 80 86 85 80 
| Peaches - 
Production, bu. 1,626 1,080 155 66,596 64, 473 67, 318 
Pears - 
Production, bu. 246 226 £33 30, 466 29, Udd PAs eRe Re 
J. A, Ewing . SRV OF THE Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agr. Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1954 

Prospects of producing the third largest corn crop of record and the largest wheat 
crop since 1937 highlight the current forecast. Oats were hurt by hot weather and the hay 
crop was damaged somewhat by insects and weather, but the outlook is bright for all other 
major crops. 

A corn crop of 507 million bushels is indicated compared with 500 million bushels 
last year and the 1943-52 average production of 454 million bushels. The prospective - 
yield of 57 bushels per acre this year is more than 5 bushels larger than the 10 year aver- 
age and has been exceeded only 2 years. Farmers plan to harvest 8.9 million acres of 
corn for all purposes, 4 percent less than a year ago, but 2 percent more than the average. 
Most corn was planted a week earlier than in recent years and more replanting was done _ 
than usual due to insect damage, ponding, and low temperatures, Stands were reported as 
a little better than those of last season and are about average. Corn has grown rapidly 
and is estimated to average 3 1/2 feet in height over the State, the same as a year ago, 
but 6 inches ahead of average. Corn averaged 3 foot in height in the northern part of the 
State, and over 3 1/2 in the southern part. The crop is in excellent condition and the out- 
look is uniformly good throughout the State. However, more rain is needed immediately 
if current prospects are maintained, particularly from mid-State southward. 

Soybean growers expect to harvest 4.2 million acres for beans which is 13 percent 
more acres than were combined a year ago and 19 percent more than the 1943-52 average. 
This year stands of soybeans are good and a little better than last year, especially in 
southern Illinois. Soybeans are good in color, making satisfactory progress despite the 
recent hot weather, and have started to bloom in fields in the central and southern parts 
of the State. 

The indicated wheat crop, estimated at 44,3 million bushels this year, is 22 per- 
cent less than the 1953 crop, but is 49 percent above the 10 year average. A prospective 
yield of 28.5 bushels per acre exceeds the previous record high of last year by 1.5 bush- 
els and is about 9 bushels larger than average. Farmers reduced their acreage for har- 
vest this year by 26 percent under that of a year ago, but the acreage is 5 percent greater 
than the average of the previous 10 years. Weather conditions during the growing and 
harvesting season have been almost ideal. Insect and disease damage was slight. Com- 
bining started shortly after mid-June in the southern counties and favorable weather has 
permitted harvesting to move along rapidly over the State. About 60 percent of this year's 
wheat had been combined by July 1 compared with the same percentage harvested a year 
ago and the average of 35 percent. In general, high yields are reported and the wheat has 
been of good quality. 

The 1954 prospective oats crop of 131 million bushels is 14 percent more than 
last year's crop but is down nearly 6 percent from the 10 year average. The acreage 
being harvested this year is 5 percent greater than that harvested in 1953, but is 7 percent 
under the average acreage. Oat prospects slipped materially during June due to the ad- 
verse effects of high temperatures and the lack of moisture. Delayed seedings in the 
northernmost tiers of counties and unusually early seedings in southern Illinois have suf- 
fered the least damage, while yields of fields across upper mid-State have been reduced 
considerably. But prospects are not uniform in any area, since variation in time of seed- 
ing and hence stage of development in late June, as well as variations in weather, have re- 
sulted in marked differences in yields between even adjacent fields. Harvest started early 
and is nearly complete in most southern areas and has moved into all but the northernmost 
part of the State. 

A total of 4,3 million tons of all kinds of hay is expected to be produced in Illinois 
this year, up 5 percent from that cut last year and up 6 percent from the 10 year average. 
Harvest of the first cutting of alfalfa and clover has been almost completed, except in the 
northern third of the State. Harvest of the second crop of alfalfa is underway in the lower 
end of Illinois, Insects including grasshoppers, armyworms, weevils, aphids, and spittle 
bugs have done more than their usual amount of damage this season, but the Statewide out- 
put of first growth hay has been satisfactory. Second growth is being slowed by dry wea- 
ther particularly in central and southern Illinois. In some instances new seedings appear 
to have been seriously damaged or lost due to dry weather and insect damage. 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1954 


More than 100 million bushels were lopped off Illinois' corn prospects by July's heat 
and dry weather, The reduction represents a decline of 21 percent since July 1--it is 
roughly the equivalent of the total production of twenty four of the country's less important 
cori States. Soybeans in any given area usually were less affected than corn, but, because 
a larger fraction of the crop is grown in the drouth area, the overall reduction in the Illinois 
outlook appears to have been about in proportion with that reported for corn. Oats were 
damaged, but not as much as growers feared, and harvest returns indicate better yields 
than forecast a month ago and well above the ten year average. Fall sown grains matured 
early enough to escape damage. Both winter wheat and rye yields are record highs. Grass 
crops were hurt, but the effect on the Statewide hay tonnage was relatively small because 
the drouth developed after harvest of the early crops, which make up the major portion, was 
completed, Pastures have been poor in most areas. Generally favorable weather prevailing 
since the end of July, if continued, may effect some improvement in growing crops. A con- 
siderable acreage of corn in southern counties is, of course, beyond help. 


The present corn outlook is for a crop of 400 million bushels, compared with 500 
million last year and the 1943-52 average of 454 million bushels. The yield, expected to 
be 57 bushels per acre a month ago, has shrunk to 45 bushels per harvested acre. The 
serious drouth area took in most of the southern half of the State except the bottom tip and 
portions of the Ohio River valley on the lower east side. The upper fringe of the drouth 
area extended a little farther north on the west side of the State than on the east side. The 
situation varies widely within the drouth area--occasional fields will produce near normal 
crops and others won't even make useable forage. As might be expected, many growers 
with poor corn are attempting to salvage as much feed as possible by making silage. 


A soybean crop of 81 million bushels is indicated compared with 77 million a year 
ago and the ten year average of 8] million bushels. A marked increase in acreage is more 
than enough to offset declines in yields. At 19 bushels per acre this year's yield is 1.5 
bushels smaller than that of 1953 and 3.7 bushels short of the ten year average. Soybeans 
have stood up better than corn under the ravages of heat and drouth and stand a better 
chance of some recovery if the present favorable weather continues. Reports on podding 
indicate a little more advanced stage of development than on this date a year ago. However, 
maturity was hastened last season by a heat wave starting near the end of August, and there 
is some evidence that podding will cover a more extended period this season. For these 
reasons it seems likely that combining may start later than last year's record early harvest. 
This year's leading varieties, in the order of their importance, are Hawkeye, Lincoln, and 
Adams. Altogether, they account for about two thirds of this year's total acreage, 


Illinois is believed to have produced about 144 million bushels of oats compared 
with 115 million bushels last season and the ten year average of 138 million bushels. High 
temperatures during the filling period and rust minimized yields but less so than anticipated 
just prior to harvest. A yield of 44 bushels per acre is now indicated compared with the 
July 1 forecast of 40 bushels per acre. Last year's yield was estimated to have been 37 
bushels per acre and the ten year average was 39 bushels per acre. Harvest got well under 
way in late June and was nearly completed at the end of July. 


The wheat forecast of 44,3 million bushels is the same as on July 1. It is down 
materially from a year ago, due entirely to reduced acreage, but is nearly half again 
larger than the ten year average. The yield of 28.5 bushels per acre is a record high, 
Harvest was nearing the half way point at the end of June and was approaching completion 
by mid-July. 


The major part of Illinois' hay crop was cut in advance of July 1 and thus this year's 
tonnage has not been as seriously affected as other growing crops, A total of 4.0 million 
tons is now indicated, about 2 percent less than produced last year and only a fraction of 
one percent less than average. Third crop alfalfa appears to have fared better than other 
late hay crops, Permanent pastures have been hurt worst, The condition of all pastures, 
reported to be only 50 percent of normal, was the lowest since 1936 when 26 percent was 
reported on August l. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE # ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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September 15, 1954 | 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT|#:SEPTEMBER 1, 1954 


Marked improvement in Illinois' crop prospects occurred during August. A corn 
crop of 445 million bushels is now indicated, an increase of 45 million from the August 1 
forecast, while the indicated soybean crop of 89 million bushels is up 8.5 million bushels 
compared with the estimate of a month ago. Most small grain estimates were not changed. 
Moderate increases are reported for hay and the condition of pastures moved up 20 points. 
The apple and peach production estimates are up moderately from the August 1 forecasts 
but the pear and grape estimates are the same as reported earlier. 


A corn yield of 50 bushels per acre is indicated, 5 bushels higher than estimated 
a month ago, although still 1.6 bushels below average and 4 bushels less than last year's 
yield. Statewide production is expected to be 11 percent smaller than the 1953 crop and 
2 percent below average. Satisfactory yields are anticipated throughout most of the north- 
ern half of the State and some communities in the upper tiers of counties will produce record 

“or near record yields. With few exceptions, this year's output will be disappointing below 

mid-State, and there will be many near failures. This year's crop is near average in stage 
of development, although a few days later than the 1953 crop. 


Soybean production promises to be 16 percent larger than last year's crop and 10 
percent larger than average. Although the estimated yield of 21 bushels per acre is two 
bushels higher than forecast a month ago, it is only 0.5 bushel larger than the 1953 yield 
and is 1.7 bushels below average. An expansion in acreage is chiefly responsible for this 
year's increase in production. The West Southwest (WSW), East Southeast (ESE), and 
Southeast (SE) districts account for the major part of the August improvement in yield out- 
look, This year's soybeans are a little later than last year's unusually early crop, Althougk 
a few fields have been harvested, combining isn't expected to become general until after the 
20th and it will be near October 1 when harvest reaches the halfway mark, 


The present oat production estimate amounting to 144 million bushels is the same 
as the August 1 forecast, Last year's crop was estimated to have been 115 million bushels 
and the ten year average was 138 million, Except for scattered fields, mainly in the North- 
east (NE) district, harvest was completed in July. 


A total of 4,4 million tons of hay is indicated, 8 percent more than produced last 
year and 10 percent more than the ten year average, 


UNITED STATES: Slight improvement in the all-crop prospects occurred during August, 

but changes were noted for virtually every individual crop, Improve- 
ment in corn, soybeans and hay in the main Corn Belt area resulted from mostly favorable 
growing conditions. These were nearly offset, however, by deterioration of cotton, pea~ 
nuts, and some other late-growing crops in the less~-favored areas, particularly in the 
South and Southwest. Pastures are poorer than usual in nearly all except some of the most 
northerly States. 


The drought which developed in July continued during August over much of the 
southern part of the county east of the Rocky Mountains. Shortages in feed crops, pastures 
and stock water continues to be the most serious aspects in the area. Irreparable damage 
to much of the corn, soybeans and late hay crops has occurred in the drought areas and 
yields of sorghums, sweetpotatoes, peanuts and cotton are also being affected by the ad- 
verse soil moisture conditions, Supplies of feed and roughage stored for winter use are 
already being utilized. Little or no relief from the drought has come in early September, 


Corn prospects improved by 149 million bushels during August, to a total of 2,973 
million bushels. Drought sharply reduced outturns in the South, where much of the corn 
is being salvaged as silage or fodder. Good August rains in the Ohio and Upper Mississippi 
Valleys improved growing conditions and probable yields, but also retarded maturity of the 
crop in northernmost sections. 


- OVER - 
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ILLINOIS -GROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1954 


Illinois‘ corn crop is indicated to be 436 million bushels, down 9 million from the forecast made a month ago. Soybean 
harvest returns, however, have exceeded expectations and a crop of 93.4 million bushels is now indicated, compared with the Sep- 
tember 1 estimate of 89.2 bushels. The past month was favorable generally for conditioning corn and soybeans for storage, and for 
most field operations. Well over half of the soybean crop was combined in September and corn picking started in a small way. 
Final cuttings of alfalfa were secured without significant damage, and fall seeding operations progressed satisfactorily. Weather 
conditions were favorable for picking fall and winter apples but sizing was disappointing, particularly in the important Calhoun 
county area, because of moisture shortages. Generally the topsoil has been wet enough to assure fairly prompt and uniform germin- 
ation of grain and grass seeds but much of central and southern Illinois lacks subsoil reserves to assure vigorous growth in the event 
of prolonged dry periods, Many livestock raisers in the latter areas continue to be burdened by the necessity for hauling water due 
to depletion of wells, ponds, and small streams. 


This year's indicated corn crop is 13 percent smaller than the 1953 crop and 4 percent less than average. The Statewide 
yield forecast of 49 bushels per acre is 5 bushels below last year's yield and 2.6 bushels less than the 1943-52 average. Illinois has 
seldom experienced the extreme variations in yield which have occurred this year, Large areas in the lower half of the State have 
suffered near failures while some communities in the extreme north have one of the best crops they've known, Picking of seed 
corn and corn for immediate feeding has been in progress for several weeks, but cribbing is just under way in most areas and has 
been slowed recently by damp weather. Pickers will leave more corn in the fields than usual because of corn borer damage to ear 
shanks. Some dropping of ears is occurring prior to picking, Quality of grain is frequently below par in drouth areas, 


Soybeans are expected to yield 22 bushels per acre, 1.5 bushels more than last year, but 0.7 bushel below the ten year 
average. Although soybeans were hurt by drouth and heat relatively less than corn, there are wide differences in yield, Only 
twice previously has this year's prospective crop been exceeded, In 1950, 95.7 million bushels were produced and in 1951 the 
crop was estimated to have been 95.1 million bushels, Combining moved along rapidly in September but progress has been retarded 
by showers and “muggy” weather the last few days. 


The 1954 hay crop is indicated to be 4,564, 000 tons compared with 4,105, 000 last year, and the ten year average of 
4,051,000 tons, Although hot, dry weather cut mid-summer growth, first cuttings were good and timely showers favored the final 
cutting of alfalfa, 


Farm carryover of old corn amounted to 29.0 million bushels compared with 30.4 million a year ago and the ten year 
average of 36,7 million bushels. The apparent disappearance of corn since July 1 was not quite as large as that of a year ago, but 
otherwise was the largest of record for the quarter, Farm stocks of oats estimated to be 101 million bushels were substantially larger 
than last year’s October 1 holdings of 85 million bushels but were about equal to the ten year average, Farmers are holding 13.3 
million bushels of wheat compared with 15.3 million bushels a year ago, and the ten year average of 6.1 million bushels, Carry- 
over of old soybeans amounts to only one tenth of one percent of the 1953 crop. 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1953 and 1954 1/ 


D we : Corn : Oats ; Wheat : Soybeans 
State : : 
Northwest 64,4 71 40.2 49 26.4 28 23.1 29 
Northeast Dded 67 43.7 43 34.6 31 24,2 29 
West 53.0 59 33.6 46 28.5 27 23.6 30 
Central 58.8 57 36.0 46 30.7 29 26,2 30 
East 96,0 56 32.6 43 32.3 31 24.6 28 
W. Southwest 53.8 24 33.8 37 27.9 29 21.6 19 
E, Southeast 47.7 26 25.8 37 24.4 27 18.3 AT 
Southwest 30.9 20 24.3 35 25.6 29 Liss 12 
Southeast 29.9 28. 22.4 35 22.2 31 nhs Wee 15 
STATE 54.0 49.0 37.0 44.0 27.0 28.5 20.5 22.0 
(Production ~- thousand bushels) 
Northwest 89, 701 94,173 30, 899 37, 300 666 569 2,445 3,311 
Northeast 12, 319 77, 081 29, 031 27, 244 1,130 167 4,104 5, 822 
West 44, 984 41, 168 10,586 14, 756 4, 695 3, 255 1,164 10, 009 
Central 18, &Zo 69, 793 Wiig eo 22, 895 5, 847 4,157 Ir 01g 15, 146 
East 73, 889 68, 904 16, 228 21,522 5, 339 3, 272 14, 320 19, 896 
W. Southwest 60,400 26, 484 5,412 8, 024 15, 000 11, 026 15,500 14, 940 
E, Southeast 51,932 27, 807 3, 692 7,395 10,327 8, 484 15,881 16, 051 
Southwest 13, 967 9,446 1, 636 3, 435 9,455 8, 198 3,703 4, 216 
Southeast 15,155 14,497 349 1,133 4,322 4,618 2, 760 4, 043 
STATE 500, 472 435, 953 115, 070 143, 704 56, 781 44, 346 76, 896 93, 434 


ee eg ee ea Pd eee ee Pe 
1/ Preliminary estimates as of September 1, 1954 
UNITED STATES; The estimate for corn dropped 23 million bushels to a total of 2,950 million, Soybean prospects improved 
slightly--6 1/2 million bushels--to a total of 331 million bushels, Among others with larger prospective outturns 
were cotton and all hay. For several crops, changes were rather insignificant, But spring wheat, flaxseed, peanuts, and dry beans 
wer e among those with poorer prospects than on September 1. Pastures remained much poorer than usual, except in northernmost 
areas, While some droughty portions received helpful, reviving rains during late September, weather for the month was mostly dry 
and extremely warm, Intermittent rains delayed harvest operations in most of the strip across the entire northern part of the country, 
causing harvesting losses and lowering quality of crops. Otherwise the season was favorable to ideal for maturing and harvesting most 
crops and good progress was made, Frosts during September caused relatively little damage and the delay in killing frosts until about 
October 7-8 permitted most corn and soybeans to mature, Drought continued in much of the southern part of the country east of the 
Rocky Mountains, limiting yields of most late~growing crops, except cotton, also preparation of fields and seeding of fall grains, 
But in other important agricultural areas, yields of crops improved and fall work progressed about normally, 


SOVERAS 
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November 15, 1954 NAY 17 iSo04 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1954 


OMIVERSIT? OF Ibid, 


Yield returns for the corn crop, as harvest approaches completion, appear to be 
in line with the forecast issued a month ago but the Statewide soybean yield is down half 
a bushel, Damp weather and rains, which in some communities were extremely heavy, 
caused some delay in harvest operations. However, soybean combining was well ad- 
vanced before the rains came and corn growers since have made up for lost time in most 
communities, Wheat seeding was virtually completed at the end of October and recent 
rains have generally encouraged prompt, uniform germination. The rains also have 
eased the deficient soil moisture situation and have lessened the need for hauling water, 
which had become an increasingly burdensome chore in many areas in central and southern 
Illinois, The latter area still needs additional rainfall in excess of normal in order to 
build up subsoil reserves. Pastures have responded te the improved moisture situation 
and their condition as of November 1 was reported to be 74 percent of normal, an increase 
of 14 points in the past month. 


Illinois is believed to have produced a corn crop of 436 million bushels compared 
with 500 million a year ago and the ten-year average of 454 million bushels. Although 
record and near record yields have been reported from some communities in the northern 
end of the State, yields were seriously effected by drouth in much of central and southern 
Illinois, The Statewide average yield of 49 bushels per acre is 5 bushels smaller than 
last year's estimate and 2.6 bushels below average. The moisture content of this year's 
crop as it was removed from the field, has been reported to be 18.2 percent. There has 
been material variation in individual lots, some growers having to hold up picking oper- 
ations becuase the corn had too much moisture for safe cribbing. The quality of the crop 
is not up to par in some instances; poor filling, ear worm damage, and molds were more 
common than usual. A heavier than normal dropping of ears occurred mainly as a result 
of corn borer damage. 


Illinois' soybean crop amounting to 91 million bushels compared with 77 million 
last year and the ten-year average of 81 million, is the third largest of record. Harvest 
is practically completed. Nearly two-thirds of the acreage was combined by October 1 
but subsequent progress was retarded by wet weather in early October. Soybeans from 
earlier harvested fields were quite low in moisture but those harvested in October ap- 
parently absorbed moisture from the damp atmosphere, The average moisture content 
of all soybeans at combining time was reported to have been 12.5 percent. 


UNITED STATES: The total volume of all-crop production edged up slightly during October 
as harvest of most crops reached or neared completion, While the 

1954 total will be relatively large it has been exceeded by 4 of the previous 6 years. Severe 

drouth in some areas and extensive shifts in land use held output well below 1953 and 1952. 

Above -normal October rainfall in most northern and North Central States, although causing 

some delay in harvesting late crops, greatly aided fall seedings of grains and forage crops, 

revived pastures, and added to soil moisture supplies for next year's crops. 


The corn crop is now estimated at 2,939 million bushels, a decrease of 11 million 
bushels since October 1. Harvest progress in important North Central corn States has 
been delayed by heavy and continued rains and lags considerably behind the early completion 
dates in 1953 and 1952. Iowa corn was 60 percent unharvested and Illinois 25 percent un- 
harvested on November 1, compared with only 10 percent a year ago. Corn is well matured 
and only relatively minor losses, either in quantity or quality, are expected to result from 
the delay. 


Harvest of the record soybean crop, now estimated at 338 million bushels, moved 
ahead unevenly having reached virtual completion in some areas but delayed in other areas 
where continued rains prevented combining. One-fifth or more of the soybeans in some 
North Central States remained unharvested on November 1, Cotton harvest and ginning 
approached completion in most cotton areas south and east of the Texas High Plains and 
is well advanced both there and in the heavy producing irrigated valleys of the Southwest. 


- OVER - 
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January 13, 1955 


LLIN OPS ROP UREPORT: 9 FANUARY D> 1955 


Farm Stocks of Corn 7 Percent Below Last Year, Two Percent Above Average 


Stocks of corn on Ilinois farms totaled 335 million bushels on January 1, 1955, according to the Crop Reporting Service of 
the Illinois and U. S. Departments of Agriculture. This was 7 percent less than the 362 million bushels estimated last year, but 
1.5 percent more than the 1944-53 average of 330 million bushels. Present stocks on farms are smaller than those estimated in 5 
of the previous 6 years but apparent disappearance during the past quarter was also smaller than usual, Weather conditions have 
permitted maximum use of stalk and stubble fields and pastures, thus minimizing feed requirements. 


Farm Stocks of Soybeans Largest of Record, Twice as Large as Last Year or the Average 


Soybean stocks on farms in Illinois on January 1 are estimated at 39.7 million bushels, the largest of record and over 2 times 
the quantity stored a year ago. The present stocks compare with 19.7 million bushels last year and are almost twice the 10 year 
average of 20.1 million bushels. January 1 stocks held on farms in Illinois accounted for a little over a fourth of the U. S. total. 


Farm Stocks of Wheat 7 Percent Below Last Year, Over 3 1/2 Times Average 


Stocks of wheat are estimated to have been 11.7 million bushels on January 1, nearly 7 percent less than the 12.6 million 
bushels reported last year, but well over three and a half times the average stocks of 3.1 million bushels, Oat stocks are larger 
than on January 1, 1954 but are slightly below average. Current stocks on farms totaled 82 million bushels -- 17 percent more 
than the 70 million bushels indicated last year but 1 percent less than the 1944-53 average of 83 million bushels. 


Rye and Barley Stocks Heavier Than Usual 


Rye stocks on Illinois farms January 1, estimated at 431, 000 bushels, were six times larger than a year ago, over three 
and one half times as large as average and the heaviest since 1940 when records were started, Farm stocks of barley on January 
1 amounted to 558, 000 bushels, or nearly double those of a year ago or average. 


Hay Supply Above Average 


Mlinois farm stocks of hay on January 1 were 3,457, 000 tons compared with 2, 891, 000 a year ago and the average of 
2, 933, 000 tons. Percentagewise the supply of hay on Illinois farms January 1 was a fifth larger than a year earlier and almost 
a fifth above average. 


UNITED STATES: Stocks of corn on farms, totaling just under 2.1 billion bushels, are 3.5 percent smaller than on January 1 

a year ago, but 2 percent above average for that date. The 1954 corn crop was below average in size, but 
the carryover of old corn was larger than usual, and thus overall supplies at the beginning of the current season were about 2 per- 
cent larger than average. Although livestock numbers are large, weather conditions have permitted maximum grazing in most 
areas, thus feed consumption appears to have been moderate during the past quarter. Apparent disappearance during the October 
to December period amounted to 942 million bushels compared with 1, 062 million during that period a year earlier and the aver- 
age of 1, 034 million bushels. 


Stocks of 316 million bushels of wheat on farms January 1, 1955, the smallest for that date since 1941, were one-fourth 
less than the large holdings of 423 million bushels a year earlier. Average January 1 wheat stocks are 370 million bushels. The 
relatively small stocks result from the smaller wheat crop in 1954 and also to a smaller percent of production remaining of farms. 
Over one-third of the total wheat on farms January 1 was wheat from the 1954 and earlier crops under Government commodity loans. 


Stocks of oats on farms January 1, 1955, estimated at 923 million bushels, were the second largest of record for that date. 
These stocks included 1954 crop oats stored on farms under Government loans as well as oats held under reseal of farm stored loans. 
This year's stocks were nearly one-fifth larger than last year, and one-eighth larger than the 10-year average. Farmers in all regions 
of the country held more of this grain on January 1 than a year ago despite the increased feeding demand following last year's drought 
in the South and other areas. 


Stocks of soybeans on farms January 1, 1955 are estimated at 150 million bushels, the largest of record, Current stocks are 84 
percent larger than a year ago and 44 percent above the previous high of 104 million bushels on farms January 1, 1952. The 10-year 
average January 1 farm stocks is 66 million bushels, From a total supply of 343 million bushels on October 1, 1954 (1954 production 
of 342, 795, 000 bushels plus 529, 000 bushels farm carryover) 193 million bushels moved off farms in the October-December quarter, 
the same as for the like quarter a year earlier, but below the record of 216 million bushels which moved from farms in the October- 
December quarter in 1952, Although harvest of the 1954 crop was slower than last year, considerable quantities moved from farms 
to processors and to commercial storage before October 1. This quantity is included in the apparent disappearance for the October- 
December quarter, Farm stocks are especially heavy in the North Central States. This area accounts for 143 million bushels or 95 
percent of the U. S, total. Illinois had stocks of 40 million bushels, Iowa 27 million and Minnesota 22 million bushels on farms 
January 1, The South Atlantic and South Central States combined show about 7 million bushels in farm storage as of January 1, only 
2 million above the relatively low stocks of a year ago. 


Farm stocks of barley January 1, 1955 amounted to nearly 166 million bushels. This is 57 million bushels more than holdings 
on farms a year earlier, about 39.5 million bushels more than the 10-year average and the largest quantity held on farms on this date 
since 1943, Farin stocks of rye on January 1, 1955 are estimated at 8, 896, 000 bushels, the highest for the date since 1945. Current 
rye stocks are one-third larger than those of January 1, 1954, and one-fourth larger than average. 


Farm stocks of hay on January 1, 1955 totaled 72.2 million tons. These are the largest stocks in 3 years, and compare with 
69.6 million tons last year and the average of 69.4 million tons. This year's total has been exceeded only three times - 1948, 1946, 
and 1952 - in the 18 years of record. In relation to the number of roughage consuming animal units on farms, the current January 1 
stocks are only about average but slightly larger than the last two years. 


J. A. Ewing THE LIBRARY oF THs Charles W. LeGrande 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge I gina Agricultural Statistician 
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CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 195 


ILLINOIS: This year's prospective wheat crop, amounting to 37.5 million 

bushels is 16 percent smaller than that produced last year, but 
11 percent larger than the 1944-53 average, Winter losses of acreage have been moder- 
ate and the crop generally is entering its spring growing period in significantly better 
than average condition, Freezing temperatures in late March burned leaf tips but appear 
to have caused little or no permanent injury to wheat. However, most of the potential 
peach crop was destroyed and apples were seriously damaged below mid-State. 


Field work was slow getting started, but moved along rapidly once under way. Oats 
seeding is nearing completion in most central and southern counties and is well advanced 
in the important northern oats areas, Plowing for corn and soybeans has been running 
ahead of normal schedule. Soil moisture conditions are decidedly better than at this time 
a year ago, although many communities in lower central and southern Illinois still lack 
optimum subsoil reserves. Pasture condition has been below average due to last year's 
drouth damage and poor growing weather early this season, 


Soybean stocks are a record high for this date, with 31. 4 million bushels stored on 
farms as of April 1. This is more than three times as large as last year's April 1 stocks 
and nearly 2 1/2 times as large as average stocks for that date. Farmers held 245 million 
bushels of corn on farms the first of the month, compared with 249 million bushels a year 
earlier, and 208 million the ten year average, Apparent disappearance of corn from Illinois 
farms in the last three months was unusually small. Growers of cash corn evidently have 
tended to hold grain longer than is customary and more corn than usual undoubtedly has 
moved from central and northern counties to deficit feed areas of southern Illinois at the 
expense of out-of-State movement. A mild open winter minimized the effect of increased 
numbers of livestock. Farm stocks of oats were nearly a third larger than at this time 
last year and about 5 percent larger than average. A total of 9.0 million bushels of wheat 
being held on farms - nearly 2 million less than on April 1 last year but nearly 6 times as 
much as average. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1955, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop: Quantity (Thousand bushels) — 
: Average): : : Average !: : 
: 1944-53: A? 34 ' bag > 1944-53 : ie F AP 2 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 46.9 51 7 206,205 249,209 244, 596 
Wheat 5.6 19 20 151569 10, 886 8,984 
Oats vireo OL 33 44,174 35,672 46, 126 
Barley 18.4 22 20 186 186 429 
Rye v0.2 ft is 66 42 ZOY 
Soybeans ory 12 34 TZ, 882 9,461 345353 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for grain 45.2 SEZ 5352 1, 2623 82 OR, 473 S745 1,410, 006 
Wheat 19.6 25.4 al. 4 216, 962 296,598 207,920 
Oats oTeU 37.0 36.9 487,977 447,253 of Se yl pe Pe 
Barley 2855 St I = rhe: 78,657 (Coon ® | 117, 470 
Rye 18.1 301 S273 44135 5,467 7,654 
Soybeans 1242 Ley Tae 42,330 oT; ove 114, 776 


Corn and Soybean Stocks on Farms, Illinois by Crop Reporting Districts, April 1, 1954 &'55 
" Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 
CROP Mae Peels ee an uke ee ae OV Rood CoN eds, 
(Thousand bushels) 
Corn: 1954 24,235 31,460,25,,046 41,506, 39¢219..28,006.. 24,332 4.601. 4.831 


4955 48,798. 43,254 26,476 38,255 48,696 12,444 17,161 3,269. 6,243 


Soybeans:1954 218 BE eR O Ue cd POD dh SEI. 1885 1,497 499 255 
A ee Be ld? ete int ble adiey! Sin atl OL Deel ahenktia 516 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
~OVER- 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1955 

Illinois' winter wheat production outlook improved materially during the past 
month, This year's prospective yield, at 27.5 bushels per acre is only 1.5 bushel below 
the record high established last year. A crop amounting to 40.5 million bushels is now 
forecast. Although this is 10 percent short of the 1954 crop, it is 19 percent larger than 
the 1944-53 average. Some lodging has occurred and a few low spots are reported to have 
been damaged moderately by water. There have been no adverse developments of wide- 
spread importance. Heading now extends well above mid-state, 


A rye crop of 2.5 million bushels is indicated, twenty-two percent larger than last 
year's crop and nearly four times the ten year average. A marked increase in harvested 
acreage is expected to more than offset a moderately smaller yield per acre, 


The crop outlook is bright generally in Illinois, with the exception of fruit. Scat- 
tered communities in southern counties still have a few dry wells and have room for fur- 
ther accumulation of subsoil moisture, but all areas have had ample rain for immediate 
needs. In most sections ponds and subsoil reserves have been adequately restored. Wet 
soil conditions delayed the start of oats seeding and frequently interrupted progress, once 
the job was underway. Ina few instances growers may not have sown as large an acreage 
as intended and some of the later seedings, particularly in the lower end of the State, may 
be more susceptible than usual to heat damage at filling time. Lush growth is common to 
all grains and grasses. Pastures were placed in use a week to ten days earlier than usual, 
and the May 1 condition was within one point of the record high for that date. 


Plowing for corn and soybeans is nearing completion. Planting has started and 
with favorable weather, will be in full swing in most areas in a matter of days. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR MAY 1 REPORT - Acreage, production and hay 
stocks shown in thousands 


. ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
CROP WAVE? a gel Om 1954 : Indicated :Average 1954 : Indicated 
> 1944-53: X GRL OSS : 1944-53 1955 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest 1,586 1,549 1,472 47,942 38,636 33,754 
Yield per acre SU ee te Be, OF A 18.0 20.5 1h a 
Production, bu. ie Rs he AU 44,921 40, 480 867, 390 Vere Cee! 652, 886 
Rye 
Acres for harvest 47 114 162 1, 740 tees 2, 10S 
Yield per acre (be tape 18.0 Loree) Loe Loar Epps 
Production, bu. Oo FAR NL F 2, OGL er, 097 23,688 oY; 32D 
All hay condition 86 89 92 85 86 85 
Pasture condition 85 88 92 82 80 ite: 
Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year's 
crop Ls 15 19 apa | 14,4 14.2 
Tons 764 638 900 La, ce Layaus 14,797 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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Illinois' outlook for field crops appears to be above average, generally, Fall sown 
grains are approaching harvest without having suffered material damage. Oats are head- 
ing well above mid-State and are starting to fill in the lower end of Illinois. The windup 
of corn planting has been retarded by wet field conditions in parts of southern Illinois, 
but most of the acreage of both corn and soybeans was planted near optimum dates. Stands 
are good generally, although at the expense of replanting in some instances. Hay will 
make a good crop in most areas, although some clover meadows are patchy because of 
last year's drouth damage. Nearly half of the first crop of alfalfa and more than a third 
of the clover has been harvested. 


PeDINOIS CROP REPORT = JUNE) 1,7 1955 


In sharp contrast with field crops, fruit prospects are poor. The peach crop is 
expected to be a virtual failure and the apple crop will be extremely light in all but north- 
ern areas, 


The wheat yield outlook, at 30 bushels per acre, increased 2.5 bushels during the 
past month, and if realized will be the largest of record. It is one bushel larger than 
that of last year, the present all time high. Harvest of Illinois' 44.2 million bushel wheat 
crop is expected to get under way within a few days if the weather is favorable, This 
year's prospective crop is 2 percent smaller than the crop of 44,9 million bushels pro- 
duced a year ago, but is 30 percent larger than the 1944-53 average. A moderate decline 
in acreage has been almost offset by increases in prospective yield per acre. 


This year's rye crop is expected to be more than a fourth larger than the 1954 crop, 
and more than 4 times as large as the 1944-53 average. This year's prospective yield 
is 2.7 bushels larger than average, but 2 bushels smaller than that of a year ago. A 
substantial increase in acreage for harvest is more than enough to offset the indicated 
decline in yield compared with a year ago. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 
Acreage and Production Figures in Thousands 


; ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 

Crop : Average ; Average : 

. 1944-53 1954 1955 1944-53 1954 1955 
Winter Wheat - 

Acres for harvest 1, 586 1,549 1,472 47,942 38,636 33,754 

Yield per acre, bu. 20,9 29.0 30.0 18.0 PAA aes, 18.9 

Production, bu. 33,897 44,921 44,160 867, 390 790,737 639,224 
Rye - 

Acres for harvest 47 114 162 1,740 by U8 a, oS 

Production, bu. 631 rapa Ube Ja oO 92 21,097 23,688 25, 786 
All Hay - 

Condition, % 86 78 92 85 82 Lg 
Pasture - 

Condition, % 91 80 94 86 80 78 
Peaches - 

Production, bu. 1,684 eye 83 68,767 615316 48,025 
Pears - 

Production, bu. 245 216 Nir 30,950 30, 434 40,615 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistic) 

THE LIBRARY OF tHE 


OVER s ~! 
JUN 15 199 


UN? tree { noe ILLINOIS 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE #* ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


*11T‘euegay 
ATqd quownsog 
ALeAQGT] ESTOULLII JO AYTSasatuy GS6T ‘I eung - y10day dor 
SSANISNG TVIOIZAO 
00 ‘00€$ ‘III ‘pretsurads ‘67h XO ‘O ‘d 
‘asejysod jo yuowed pioae BIIAIOG SuljoyIepy Jeanjino1ady 
0} 9sn a}eAtad 10; Aq] eUag einj[no1idy jo yuewmjyaedaq “Ss ‘nA 


Creatine tented tien teed tented El ele Eee ee i a eee ee ee ee ee ee es 


*seore ad1P{] 

ynoysnoazy} seanjsed aaoadurn ATyoInb prnoo ‘rzaaomoy ‘{TesUuIeI JUsD0Yy ‘adeTAAe MOTEG 

sjutod g pue o8e zeah © MOTeq sjulod 7 st gy Jo UOT}Ipuod [ euNL ayy ‘34ys8NOAp s,aeOeK {ST 
Sulinp esn-12A0 Jo szedos MOYS IIIs AuUeU pUe BuUl}Ie1Ss UI MO[S Usaeq SAeY SOINnjiseq 


‘usesSaTOF 9Q MOU JOUULS posnN AIe SIAINSeIaUI [OIJUOD I9}Je SSOUSNOLAIVS TeENJUsAS T1904} 

ynq ‘sdoas duno J[e usazeaI1y} syOesuy ‘*‘ss8u1yjno AlTAee Fo aBeuUO} paodNped oy} 4ESFjO 0} 

uodn petjez oq ysnur ssutqyno Aey 9}e] BdDIe{-eI}xe Io ACY UIeIS []eUIS BIOW ‘adeAOF 19YI0 

io umysios pajuetd a3eq + *yymoas AlIee Ul sUOTJONpOA snotdas Burj[Nser YM ‘sI9yjO Ul 

IayjJeIM [OOS pue sseurep jsoaj pue seore awios ul r9ayyeom Aap Aq yorQ ploy eazem sdoiro9 

Aey ‘ase19Ae ueYy} TSdIeT YANOF & JSOW]e SUIeUTEA UAN}NO pazeUIIjse |yi 3nNq ‘ARP O}4UL 

penutjuo0s sajyejyg suionpoad urew ut eseurep zsyzeem Aap se yJUOUW jse] BOUTS JUadIAed ZT 

ynoqe peddoup syoedsoad sky ‘dors aderdae ue uey} SsaT y}ANOFJ-9U0 ynoge sosturoad yesuM 

*sunod jah st uoseas |y} YOIym AOZ sdorO A9aYIO AOZ BututTeUIET sotjUIe}JIEDUN 9y} seziseydwa 
ya1odaz sty} Ul pe}JeUII}se 9q 0} paosueape ATJUaTOTZjns sdoazo jo raquinu posyiurt] seus 


‘sprooair snotAsad{{e psaoxe Aeur [e}0} 84} ‘sseiaso0aid ul MoU oie suUINYs4OS jo sBuijue]d aAISUdy 
-Xq ‘SUIe[q 24} ssOrde soyta}s Opeuszo}; A[pesp 9y} patueduros0e YoIyYM SUIeI sNnOrea}sI10q 3u} 
Surmojjoy Bsutjueldea 10 Suiyjuejid pue pure] suikpeor eouie adny & ynoysnorzy} perzeodr $10}9e1} 
eroy ‘AeW 94k] Ul JSaMYINOS ey} UL Ysnd mou e UO YOO} ButqueTd u0}}05 “JOM UTeUTEI STIOS 
PInoys uor}tyedurod araaas szazjo Aew pue spat AeT[eA O14O pue iddississiy ewmOS Ul YOU} 
ele speem ‘aouaeptAa ut Aj[e19ues oie spue}s poos pue BSuyuetd usoo raze AT}YSI[s ATUO 
peltes} suijuetd ueaqkog ‘AelTap pasneds aaey sqtios Jem aaaym jdaoxe sseasoad poos epeu 
sey UOTJLAIY{ND ‘ssdurjueid suros poAelTap sAeY SP[Stj JOM SESULY Ul OTIYM ‘UOTJeUTWUIIaS IOFZ 
edse1IOYS SAN}sS1OUI [IOS JO 9snedeq [eNSsN uUeY} IO}eT SEM UIOD ePYSeAGEN YoOnw jo Buijuetq 
‘eyOSoUuUIP[ pue ‘O1YO ‘eURIPUT ‘SLOULI]] UL p1ODeI ZeOU pue EMO] Ul ATIeS PIODeI BUIEq 
‘ajep Ajaea ue je uOoTJOTdWIOD TeNnjJAIA poyoeaI i[eq UIOD UTeW 9y} UI SU1jURId UIOD 


‘dn pemojd zo Aey 103 nd ‘paanysed uaeq sey 

eseai1oe sjeo yOnut ‘uty pue rood Azan aie syeo aut0g ‘AaaA000a 3S89q Suimoys Aj]ea19ues 

Aaj 1eq pues yeoym YIM ‘asewep ozaoaz ATAVS BuIMOTIOF YIMOAS ut AjJeE0I3 patzea sule4sd 

ureyynog ‘zo0Aly 1ddississtw 9y} Jo jseo seore UIBYJION puv [eajUueyd JsOUr UT JUAaT{a0 

-x9 UTeUIeZ OsTe yotym ‘sz}oedsoad ureid papie JSAaMYIION 1fJ1IDeg 9Y} Ul pue sUIe]g }eeIH 
ey} UI SUIeY ‘so}yep as[qeazoaAeys je poyatduroo Ajurew oieMm sduipses uteas Buiadg 


“CPHT FOUTS JSOMOT *STOYSN UOIT]IW GPE 
jo dors je9YM [e}0} & sayeuT siy} dord jeaYyM I9}UIM 94} 0] peppy ‘suOoTIIpuOD 7 euNnr Aq 
peyeotpur st ‘esereae mojzeq juaossd gz ‘sjaysnq uorq{Iu 997 jo doao jeoym Buiads y 


*I9y}JeaM JOOS jo asneo 
-2q 9194} JUeUdOTeAAap MOIS a41dsap Saje}G }SeOD OIJIOeY Ul pouUIeJUTeUI 9IOM PU OYRP] ur 
peasoidun sjyoedsoig ‘spuejs uly} Aueu ul poysianoTy spoomM ‘pelap splels at1yuMm pesse] sey 
nq ‘ysemy INOS 044 ul AeWFw a3e7 Aq Aem Toepun 3u1}}03 sem JsSoATe_T ‘ssuipees o4vy] ui juour 
-2Aoiduit jesjjo uey} etow Ajyianjeur Jurresu spjoiy eyseaqoN pue sesuey Aueur ur Aep Ajaee 
pue ttady 9}e] ur rayjeem Ap ‘j0Y Jo sjooFzo asaoApe ‘IaAOMOYT ‘*Spyjelj [euIsTeUI oUIOS 
peaes puke }eoYyM 9}eT SUIOS JO YWMOAS PpoAtAdA sulear snoidoD ‘seaire suletTg }eaIH ussyjnos 
ut 100d 0} A1ej 0} saje}g [eI}USD JSseY Ul JUSTTIOKE 0} poos wWoaz sodueI aUIOD}NO Je1}U910qg: 
‘esereAae MOTEq JusoIed 97 ‘sjTeysnq UOTT]IW Eg }e poJeUII]SO MOU si UOTJONpOIg ‘“YUOW 

ey} Sutainp queosed 7 ynoge 10 sTeysnq uoOl[{IwW FT peutjoep sioedsoad yeaym r9qIUIM 


*‘za}zem jo so1jddns 
ese10}S eAeIOAe MOTEq UO puPWOp UOSves ATIvA PaeUassa] YOIyM ‘{]TeJULeAI sun Ajzee pue Ae 
WO Ay pejizousq Osje uoijedstz41 uo Ayulew Butk{jer seoryW ‘yIMoAS OFeA0j 9}e] pue sounjsed 
pue ‘sdoao yo}e9 IayIo pue summysai0os jo s8utjuetd mou ‘oD0e%qo} ‘u0}}09 ‘sulear3 Butads 
‘uzoo roy yoedsoad ui aie sured ysoyeoay ‘*sdoid urayynos auos 0} oseuUIep ezoeay YOIeW 
Buttddizo 10 1ayyeam OOD 10 Aap wioay syoom AdlTIee Ul ssea30ad MOIS JasTJO suveur ou Aq 
pey [ eunr 0} esuodsea doing + ‘snje1s [MOG YsNp,, edu & WIOAZ SUIe[qd }BAID 9y} Jo suoljoaS 
adie] peAotadei pue saaoe jo suoitjiM payoueirp yorym sures ayy wos Aq1e913 J1JzOAd 04 AqIA 
-njeu Teeu 00} 81am suot}Oes AueU ul s8u1Zzyn9 Aey A[Iee pue suleas a9juIj ‘uoOSeas dowd 
SS6T 94} OF YOOTJNO uotjonpoad oy} paaoadurt saey uo1jeN 3y} Fo yonut 
IaA0 ARW 94k] Ul TaYyJeaM Burmoas 10430q pue suleI [er9Uas BSuIyYeOS :SATLVLS GALINA 


LS " . 5 “4 
*TLLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE sft 


mR? s ae 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1955 


Production prospects are exceptionally bright for all field crops. The indicated 
corn crop is the third largest of record and the prospective yields per acre for wheat and 
oats have never been exceeded. Both yield per acre and total production of hay are ex- 
pected to top those of all previous years, Soybean yield indications will not be available 
until August, but this year's acreage for beans has never been larger, 


A corn crop of 519 million bushels is indicated compared with 449 million bushels 
last year and the 1944-53 average production of 462 million bushels. The 1948 and 1952 
crops are the only ones which have exceeded this year's forecast. The prospective yield 
of 56 bushels per acre is 4 bushels larger than the 10 year average and has been exceeded 
only twice, Farmers plan to harvest 9.3 million acres of corn for all purposes, 2 per- 
cent more than a year ago, and 5 percent more than average. Most corn was planted 
near normal dates, but much of the acreage in southeastern counties is late due to wet 
field conditions earlier. Stands are adequate, although some replanting was necessary, 
mainly because of ponding in poorly drained fields. Initial growth of corn appears to 
have been retarded by cool nights and it is several inches shorter than last year's crop 
on this date. However, the crop is in excellent condition generally, and most areas, 
except some around East St. Louis, have a comfortable reserve of subsoil moisture to 
see the crop through any brief dry spell that might occur, 


Soybean growers expect to harvest 4.5 million acres for beans, which is 6 percent 
more than were combined a year ago and 25 percent more than the 1944-53 average, 
Stands and color are good, and some of the earlier fields have started to bloom, 


The indicated wheat crop, estimated at 44.6 million bushels this year, is one 
percent less than the 1954 crop but 32 percent above the 10 year average. A prospective 
yield of 30.0 bushels per acre exceeds the record high established last year by one 
bushel and is about 9 bushels larger than average. This year's acreage for harvest is 4 
percent under that of a year ago, and 6 percent smaller than the average of the previous 
10 years, Weather conditions from time of seeding to harvest have been almost ideal. 
Insect and disease damage was slight. Combining of early varieties started about mid- 
June in some southern counties and favorable weather has permitted harvesting to move 
along rapidly. The bulk of early returns have been low in moisture and high in test 
weight, the only notable exceptions being those from some communities in southeastern 
counties, 


The 1955 prospective oats crop of 153 million bushels is 10 percent larger than 
last year's crop and 11 percent above the 10 year average. The present yield forecast of 
48 bushels per acre shares top honors with that of 1940. The acreage being harvested 
this year is 4 percent smaller than that harvested in 1954, and 8 percent below average. 
The crop is quite uniformly good in all areas, Although there were some early delays in 
seeding, conditions were favorable throughout the growing season, and moderate temper - 
atures during the filling period enhanced yield prospects immeasurably. Harvest is in 
advanced stages in the lower half of Illinois but is somewhat behind last year's schedule, 


A. total of 5.2 million tons of all kinds of hay is expected to be produced in Illinois 
this year, up 10 percent from that cut a year ago and up 27 percent from the 10 year av- 
erage. Large yields are anticipated for most varieties of hay but a marked shift to alfalfa 
is largely responsible for the record levels of this year's all hay yield and production. The 
1955 alfalfa acreage is a new high and exceeds the cloveretimothy acreage for the first time. 
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Best All Around Crop Prospects in Years 


The Big Five in Illinois crops--corn, oats, wheat, soybeans and hay--have either set or give promise of setting new high 
records this season. On yield per acre, August 1 corn prospects are the best since 1952 and have been exceeded only by 1948, 
Oats, wheat and hay have topped all previous years and soybeans equal the record set in 1949 and reached again in 1951. From 
the standpoint of production, corn will be second only to 1948 and soybeans a record high, exceeding 100 million bushels for the 
first time if present prospects materialize. Timely rains will be needed to maintain current corn and soybean prospects, The oats 
crop is the largest since 1918 when the horse population was still at its peak, Wheat production is the largest since 1931 with the 
exception of 1953. The hay crop is the largest in the State's history, 


Best Corn Prospects Since 1948 


The present corn outlook is for a crop of 537 million bushels, compared with 449 million bushels last year and the 1944-53 
average of 462 million bushels, The present crop is expected to be second only to the record crop of 564 million bushels produced 
in 1948. The yield, expected to be 58 bushels per acre, is 8.5 bushels higher than a year ago when most of the southern half of 
the State suffered serious drouth damage. Probable yield equals that estimated for 1952 and is exceeded only by a yield of 61 
bushels per acre for the 1948 crop. Current indications point to an excellent crop although planting was a little later than last 
year, Hot, humid weather during the past few weeks promoted rapid growth and the development is now only slightly behind a 
year ago as about 85 percent of the crop had tasseled and 25 percent had advanced to the roasting ear stage by early August, The 
heat so far this season has not been excessive enough to cause material damage but the moisture during the past month has been 
extremely spotty. Insects have not been a big problem to date, but an expected heavy infestation of second generation corn borers 
remain a threat in fields upstate. 


Soybean Crop Expected to be Largest of Record 


A record soybean crop of nearly 116 million bushels is indicated, This compares with a crop of 92 million bushels produced 
a year ago and the 10-year average of 82 million bushels. The previous record of 96 million bushels was produced in 1950. The 
expected yield of 25,5 bushels per acre is equal to record highs reported in 1949 and 1951. In stage of growth, this year's crop is 
only slightly behind last year when soybeans were planted early, and the crop is about average in development for this date. By 
the first of August, three-fourths of the soybean fields were in bloom and nearly half had started to pod. 


Wheat Yield at All Time High 


This year’s winter wheat crop at 47 million bushels is the largest since 1931 other than the record crop of 57 million bushels 
raised by farmers in 1953, The estimated yield of 31.5 bushels per acre is an all time high exceeding the previous top yield of 29 
bushels set in 1954, Weather conditions were ideal all season except in southeastern counties where the late freeze and a wet spring 
followed by hot weather resulted in decreased yields and poor quality wheat, Highest yields were realized across the central and 
south-central part of the State. Combining was about 40 percent done by the end of June and was practically completed by mid- 
July. 


Oats Yield Highest in State's History 


A record high yield of 55 bushels per acre resulted in an oat crop of 176 million bushels this season -the largest since the 
1918 crop of 189 million bushels. Total production this year was 26 percent larger than the 1954 crop of 140 million bushels and 
about 27 percent larger than the 1944-53 average of 138 million bushels. The outstanding yield reported this year is 7 bushels per 
acre higher than the previous record made in 1940, Yields were high over the entire State although lodging of grain in fields was 
rather extensive but duc to favorable combining weather very little loss occurred. Not only was the yield outstanding, but quality 
was good with test weights of 36 and 38 pounds frequently common, Harvest was underway by the end of June and was nearly com- 
pleted by the end of July. 


Barley Production Largest in 23 Years 


The Illinois barley crop, at 5,3 million bushels, was the largest crop since 1932. This compares with last year's production 
of 2.1 million bushels and the average of 899,000 bushels. The yield per harvested acre was estimated at 36 bushels--exceeded 
only once by the record high of 36.5 bushels per acre set in 1940. Harvest of fall sown barley got under way in the southern 
counties during the first week of June while the spring sown barley in the northern part of the State was just beginning to ripen at 
that time, Weather was favorable and losses were small throughout the season. 


Rye Production Largest Since 19193; Yield Highest of Record 


Production of rye is estimated at 2,7 million bushels--the largest crop produced in Illinois since 1919, and compared with 
a crop of 2,1 million bushels a year ago and the 10-year average of 631,000 bushels, Yield reached a record high of 18.5 bushels 
per acre which is a half bushel better than the previous high of last year, The crop, as true of other small grains, was favored by 
generally good weather throughout the entire growing season. 


Hay Crop Largest on Record 


A record hay crop of 5,2 million tons is indicated compared with the previous record of 4.7 million tons of a year ago and 
in each of 3 earlier years, and the 10-year average of 4.1 million tons, Yield per acre for all hay is estimated at a record high 
of 1.97 tons per acre and exceeds the high of last year of 1,73 tons, Weather has been generally favorable and heavy first cuttings 
were reported from over the State, Alfalfa, clo-tim, and lespedeza hay all yielded high, Lespedeza, grown more extensively 
downstate, is in that area receiving more and later occurring rain which has improved condition there and it is the best lespedeza 
hay crop in many years, Pastures have been good and furnished heavy grazing but hot weather in the last half of July has begun to 
affect them, particularly in the northern portion of the State where rainfall was somewhat short during the past month. In southern 
Illinois, pasture condition is above average due to frequent rains, 
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Fall Crops Damaged by Heat and Drouth 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1955 


The cost of an extended period of dry weather and excessive heat is reflected in a reduction of 37 million bushels in this 
year's corn forecast and a 7 million bushel reduction in the prospective production of soybeans, Late hay and pastures also have 
been adversely affected but the major part of the State's hay crop and the small grain crops were made before the unfavorable 
weather developed. This year's hay and small grain yields are at record levels. Corn, soybeans, hay, and pastures have been 
more or less damaged in almost all areas of the State. 


Corn Forecast Reduced 37 Million Bushels 


This year's corn forecast now stands at 500 million bushels compared with 537 million a month ago, 449 million a year ago 
and the 10 year average of 462 million. The prospective yield at 54 bushels per acre is down 4 bushels from a month ago although 
4.5 bushels larger than last year's estimate and 2 bushels above the 10 year average, Poor filling and shallowness of kernels are 
the most common complaints with reference to corn, Evidence of this can be found in most corn fields, ranging from moderate 
damage where a few poor tips are found, to the extreme situation in which pollination failure is apparent in all parts of the ear. 
Although Illinois has some late corn due to wet weather at planting time, particularly in the southeast, the crop as a whole is 
exceptionally early. Most of it is in or beyond the dent stage and roughly half is mature, 


Prospective Soybean Crop Smaller Than August Estimate 


This year's prospective soybean crop is now estimated to be 109 million bushels compared with 116 million on August 1, 
92 million last year, and the 10 year average of 82 million. A yield of 24 bushels is now indicated, down 1.5 bushel from a 
month ago, but 2,5 bushels larger than last year's yield and 1,4 bushel higher than the 10 year average, Well over a third of the 
crop has started to shed its leaves, a slightly larger fraction than on this date a year ago, A few fields of early beans were com- 
bined in the lower half of the State by September 1 but harvest is not expected to become general until mid-month, Harvest of 
a considerable segment in southeastern Illinois will come somewhat later because planting operations were interrupted for 10 days 
or two weeks by wet weather in late May and early June, 


Record Small Grain Yields 


Although harvest of this year's oat crop was nearly completed on August 1, September yield indications suggest an even 
larger yield than that forecast a month ago, Illinois is expected to produce 182 million bushels compared with 140 million last 
year and the 10 year average of 138 million, This year's yield estimate now stands at 57 bushels per acre, 9 bushels larger than 
the previous record high, 15 bushels larger than last year's yield, and nearly 18 bushels larger than the 10 year average. This has 
been one of those rare years when virtually everything was right for small grains in all areas, This year’s wheat production esti- 
mate has not been changed. It remains at 46.8 million bushels compared with 44,9 million for last year and the 10 year average 
of 33.9 million. This year's wheat yield amounting to 31,5 bushels per acre likewise is a new record high, topping last year's 
yield--the previous record--by 2.5 bushels per acre and exceeding the 10 year average by 10.6 bushels, 


Late Forage Crops Hurt 


Although the condition of pastures dropped sharply during the last month and late hay crops were adversely affected, the 
greater part of Illinois’ over-all hay crop was produced under more favorable conditions and thus the production estimate shows only 
a moderate decline. Large yields from early cuttings and a marked shift from clover to heavier producing alfalfa have resulted in 
an all hay yield of 1.94 tons per acre compared with 1,73 last year and the 10 year average of 1.54. A total of 5.2 million tons 
of all hay is expected to be produced compared with 4.7 million tons last year and the 10 year average of 4.1 million tons. Plow- 
ing for winter wheat ran ahead of schedule for a time, but has been at a near standstill recently because of dry soil conditions, 


UNITED STATES: Continued drought and heat sharply reduced yields of corn, soybeans and grain sorghums in the Western Corn 

Belt and Central Great Plains during August, Hurricane storms and floods also caused smaller losses to tobacco, 
vegetables and other crops in limited eastern areas. Despite these losses, large harvests of most early crops, and gains in others 
may still carry total crop output to second highest of record, 


Late maturing crops in Western Corn Belt and Central Plains areas were greatest losers from drought damage. Extremely 
low August rainfall and high temperatures followed a hot, dry and disagreeable July. Loss to vegetables, tobacco and other crops 
in the hurricane-swept eastern coastal sections possibly were outweighed by gains in late forage crop growth in larger acjoining 
areas, Open weather over much of the Nation aided small grain harvest completion and helped get set for fall harvest and seeding 
operations, 


The corn crop held on stubbornly during the late July and August drought and heat but the continued adversities in Mid- 
western States by September 1 had reduced prospective outturn by over a tenth. Deterioration in leading States varies from slight 
to extreme, In many areas, less corn will be harvested for grain than usual and more for silage and forage. In most Southern and 
Eastern States, yield prospects were maintained or increased during the past month. The generally advanced maturity of the crop 
throughout the Nation has lessened chance of damage from early frost. Compared with National corn crops of the last 7 years, 
including the champion 1948, the present crop now estimated at 3.1 billion bushels ranks only fifth, 


Soybean prospects dropped about a twelfth during August, This decrease did not quite match the loss in the comcrop. The 
388 million bushel crop still exceeds the previous record by a seventh; yields look well above average. 


Sorghum grain development was hard hit in main producing areas where dry, hot weather reduced heading and filling of 
even this drought resistant feed grain. The large acreage, more widely distributed than ever before, is expected to give a pro- 


duction which will closely approach the 1950 record despite below average yields. Many late plantings throughout the country 
could still make substantial gains from September rains. 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


CROPS & 


October 11, 1955 “i 


IGE LOLs CROP REPORT - "OCTOBER 1,. 1955 


Crops Large Despite Drouth 


Illinois‘ corn and soybean crops will be larger than average, despite the prolonged period of summer heat and drouth which 
cut yields sharply in a few widely scattered areas and reduced early season prospects generally, This year's corn crop is expected 
to be 11 percent larger than last year's crop, and 8 percent larger than the 1944-53 average, The soybean crop appears to be the 
largest of record, exceeding the 1954 crop by 13 percent, and the ten-year average by 28 percent. Harvest has moved along 
satisfactorily although interrupted by showers near the end of September and during the first few days of October. The moisture 
was welcome since it will ease difficulty in fall plowing, will aid in germination of fall seedings and liven up grass crops. Stands 
appear to be adequate in fall grain seedings already in evidence. Final cuttings of alfalfa have been short but excellent in quality. 


Illinois Tops Nation in Corn Production 


Illinois leads the Nation in corn production with a crop of 500 million bushels indicated compared with 449 million last year 
and the ten-year average of 462 million bushels. At54 bushels per acre, the prospective yield is 4.5 bushels larger than the 1954 
yield and 2 bushels larger than average. Indicated yields are slightly lower than estimated a month ago in ESE and SE districts 
(see map above), but are unchanged or up slightly in all other districts. Most of the crop is or shortly will be dry enough for crib- 
bing, and picking has started in all areas. Heavy infestations of corn borer have resulted in widespread lodging, which makes for 
difficult picking. More corn than usual will have to be salvaged by livestock or hand gleaning. 


Record Soybean Crop 


With soybean harvest in advanced Stages, Current indications point to a yield of 23 bushels per acre--one bushel less than 
estimated a month ago. This is still 1.5 bushels larger than the 1954 estimate and 0.4 bushel larger than average. Yield prospects 
seem a little better than anticipated a month ago in NW, NE, and W districts, but the outlook declined 0.5 to 3.0 bushels in all 
other districts. The present production forecast stands at 104 million bushels compared with 92 million last year and 82 million-- 
the ten-year average. 


Hay Production A New Record 


This year's hay crop is believed to be the largest of record, It is now estimated to be 5.2 million tons compared with the 
1954 crop of 4.7 million tons and the ten-year average of 4.1 million tons. Growers were still cutting alfalfa during the first week 
of October. Some of this was damaged by showers while lying in windrows but most of the late crop was of unusually fine quality, 


Farm Stocks of Corn Below Average 


A total gf 32.2 million bushels of old corn remains on farms compared with 29.3 million a year ago and the ten-year average 
of 35.0 million bushels. Farm stocks of old soybeans, amounting to 900, 000 bushels, represent only one percent of the 1954 crop 
but are neasly 12 times larger than those of a year ago and 52 percent larger than average. Oat stocks amount to 131.1 million 
bushels compared with the ten-year average of 101.2 million and wheat stocks are placed at 11,2 million bushels compared with 
the average of 7.0 million. 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DIS TRICTS, 1954 and 1955 * 


aes : Corn : Oats : Wheat : Soybeans 
5 chy EL eC eee ee , 1955 9 ae teats Pepe Oak ee as 


- Yield per harvested acre - bushels - 


Northwest 69.4 61 47.4 56 29.2 32 27.8 24.5 
Northeast 65.9 56 41.3 57 olla 33 28.8 25.5 
West 59.0 58 43.8 54 PH leat 31 26.8 25.5 
Central 58,0 57 43.3 66 29.3 34 27.8 26.0 
East 59.0 57 40.3 59 33.4 37 27.3 25.0 
W. Southwest 24.5 55 34.38 60 29.2 35 eal 24.5 
E. Southeast 29.5 50 85.38 51 26.6 29 aR TEAS, 21.0 
Southwest 19.0 37 36.3 41 29.0 28 9.8 15.5 
Southeast 28.0 36 36.3 35 31.1 25 15.6 15.0 
State 49.5 54.0 42.0 57.0 29.0 31.5 21.5 23.0 
-Production - thousand bushels - 
Northwest 95, 684 86, 392 35, 260 39, 347 479 453 3,137 2,959 
Northeast 16,330 67,263 26,420 33,965 859 869 6, 194 6, 262 
West 49,181 49,736 14,292 17,097 3,548 3, 800 9,450 9,341 
Central 69, 837 70,565 22, 405 33, 272 3, 983 4,134 15,689 15,412 
East 73, 659 73, 233 20, 773 28, 981 3,573 3, 786 19, 840 19, 046 
W. Southwest 26, 352 59,653 1,172 12, 489 11, 182 12, 801 14, 099 2.0, 268 
E. Southeast 33, 039 55,923 7,309 10, 075 8, 420 9,696 16,570 21,197 
Southwest 3509 17, 357 3, 936 4, 640 8,423 7,603 3,392 5,999 
Southeast 16,121 19, 864 2, 209 2, 249 4,454 3,698 3, 843 4,106 
State 449,312 499,986 139,776 182,115 44, 921 46, 840 92, 214 104,190 


* Preliminary estimates for 1955. 


UNITED STATES: Crop developments during the past month were favorable for most crops and as of October 1 strongly upheld 

estimates of total output as the second highest of record. The progress of fall harvest has brought important to 
moderate increases in production appraisals over September 1 for cotton, hay, sorghum grain, rice, peanuts and tobacco, and 
slight increases for corn and dry beans. Decreases since last month, chiefly slightly in amount, are estimated for soybeans, flax- 
seed, potatoes, sugarbeets, sweetpotatoes and hops. Prominent among all changes is the increase announced in the October 1 
cotton report which placed the 1955 crop at 18.9 million bales. This tops both last year's crop and average despite..a substantial 
acreage reduction this year, 

AGI ASERE te 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE # ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1955 


Corn Yield Up, Soybean Yield Unchanged as Harvest Nears Completion 


Illinois' corn yield is two bushels per acre larger than expected a month ago, As harvest enters final stages growers evidently 
are finding less heat and drouth damage than was anticipated on the basis of preharvest inspections. However, the soybean yield is 
the same as estimated as of October 1. Growers’ impressions based on partial harvest returns in September haven't been altered 
significantly now that combining is virtually completed. Harvest of corn and soybeans, and other field operations were interrupted 
by general rains occurring during late September and early October. The delay was not harmful, and the much needed moisture 
assured germination of fall seedings and growth of established stands of grains and grasses. The interruption may have caused 
growers to reduce their wheat seedings moderately as compared with their earlier intentions. Although seeding of wheat is now 
nearly complete, cumulative progress throughout October ran almost a week behind the usual schedule, A marked improvement 
in pastures has occurred and these combined with stalk and stubble fields are providing an abundance of forage for grazing. 


Corn Crop Third Largest 


The Illinois corn crop is now estimated at 519 million bushels, a total exceeded only twice previously. A year ago 449 million 
bushels was produced and the 1944-53 average was 462 million, The present yield estimate, 56 bushels per acre, is 6.5 bushels 
larger than in 1954 and 4 bushels larger than average. Late summer drouth and excessive heat took their toll from this year's crop. 
The corn borer and stalk rot also caused some depreciation of yields, and are responsible for rather widespread lodging and subsequent 
dropping of ears and shelling during harvest. 


Record Soybean Crop 


The soybean production estimate, at 104 million bushels, is the same as forecast a month ago. It is the largest crop of record, 
being 13 percent larger than the 1954 crop, and 28 percent larger than the ten year average. This year's yield is estimated to be 23 
bushels per acre compared with 21.5 last year and the ten-year average of 22.6. Only scattered fields remain to be combinec-- 
mainly late plantings and excessively weedy fields. The average moisture content of this year’s soybeans at time of harvest was 
reported to be 12.4 percent, practically the same as a year ago. 


UNITED STATES; One of the Nation's most productive crop seasons rapidly moved toward a finish during October with generally 

good harvest progress. Based on November 1 reports, considerably more cotton and rice and slightly more com, 
sugar beets, dry beans and sweet potatoes are estimated than a month ago. Estimates are slightly lower for soybeans, sorghuia 
grain, potatoes, tobacco, and peanuts. 


High yields per acre for most crops feature the season's outcome despite numerous instances of local or sectional reverses. The 
1955 yield index covering all crops now reaches the all time high of 117 percent of the 1947-49 base--9 percent above the 1948 
previous record, Total production of all crops matches the record 106 of the 1947-49 base set in 1948. High yields per acre have 
more than offset total acreage reductions, with surprising outturns for a number of crops. 


The 1955 corn crop--no dwarf at 3.2 billion bushels--might easily have been the largest ever if only one or two general soak- 
ing rains had covered the western corn belt during late July or early August. Sorghum grain is making the second largest crop ever 
harvested because of the large acreage even though yields in the Great Plains country were cut sharply by drouth. Add to these late 
harvested crops the largest oats crop ever grown and the second largest barley crop and the result is a large feed grain total which is 
112 percent of the 1947-49 base. The 1948 feed grain production record stands at 116 on the same basis. 


Soybeans have come through with a record 372 million bushel crop, a major part of the oilseed and meal supply. The cotton 
crop also has loomed amazingly large as the season progressed. The November 1 cotton report estimates 14.8 million bales, and 
indicated 6.1 million tons of cottonseed--much more lint and seed than last year from 14 percent fewer acres, The flaxsced crop 
is above average. Oilseed production is record large with a present index of 132 percent of the 1947-49 base, 


Rice outturn is now bulking even larger than estimated earlier with record yields in all States except California, anc near record 
there even though the far west season has been cool and slow. The resulting rice tonnage is within 11 percent of the 1954 record from 
a fourth less acres, Wheat, sharply reduced in acreage by allotments and then by Great Plains drouth and wind damage produced one 
of the smallest crops in recent years. The food grain total for 1955, including the above average but relatively small rye crop, comes 
to 78 percent of the 1947-49 base, 


Hay anc roughage production this year generally has been ample to large. The largest hay crop ever--nearly 110 million tons-- 
was still being stored in October in many areas from late growth. More than average silage tonnage of corn, sorghum, and hay crops 
has been packed away against those wintry days ahead. Reporters’ appraisals of hay and roughage supplies in percent of "normal", as 
reported November 1, average highest since 1951. Supplies are larger than last year in all except West North Central areas anc 
greatly improved over last year's drouth scarcity in South Atlantic and South Central States. Pastures gained notably during the month 
over much of the country and rank higher on November 1 than since 1951. 


Harvesting of most late crops is well advanced with excellent maturity and very limited frost damage. Soybeans were virtually 
all combined in many main producing areas by November 1. Corn was nearly all cribbed in Iowa and Minnesota and rapidly approachi- 
ing this goal in Illinois, Sorghum grain combining was toward clean-up stage in many parts of the Great Plains. Dry bean harvest in 
New York was lagging because of wet fields but nears completion in Michigan and is well along in California. Potato harvest was 
finished in October in Maine, was nearly done in the Red River Valley of the North, and in Idaho, Sugar beets were mostly dug 
except in California and harvest was well along there. Southern rice was mainly combined, Peanut digging and picking lagged in 
the Virginia~Carolina area but was nearly done elsewhere. Sweet potatoes were being dug, and sugarcane harvested and ground. 
Cotton harvest lagged moderately except in the Southeast and Central cotton areas. In California, both cotton and rice were delayed 
by a cool slow season. Wet fields have delayed harvests in some limited areas in North Central and Eastern States, 


Fall seedec grains generally have started well and are thriving east of the Mississippi, especially in East North Central and some 
mid-Atlantic areas. Some seedings were made late. Much Great Plains winter wheat which made a good start has been held back by 
a dry October anc needs moisture to promote growth and firm the soil against blowing, General rains were also needed over much of 
the South to aid winter grains and cover crops. 


OVERS 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1956 


The shortage in precipitation in recent weeks has provided unusual opportunities 
for field work and has favored livestock. However, water hauling is on the increase 
because of well failures. The potential effect of soil moisture shortages on 1956 crops 
hinges on the rainfall pattern of the months ahead. Dormant grain and forage crops 
have suffered no serious winter damage, although some fall sown grains have brown 
leaf tips due to sharp drops in temperature. 


Current farm stocks of Illinois' principal field crops are substantially larger than 
average. Although an open winter has permitted full use of stalk fields and other pas- 
turage, the apparent disappearance of grains and hay was larger than usual during the 
last quarter, due mainly to the high level of livestock production. 


Stocks of corn totaled 401 million bushels on January 1, 1956, compared with 336 
million a year earlier, and the 1945-54 average of 335 million bushels. Present January 
stocks have been exceeded only once previously in thirty years' record--on January l, 


1949. 


Soybean stocks amounting to 30,2 million bushels are down sharply from last year's 
total of 38.3 million but are nearly half again larger than the 10 year average of 20,3 
million bushels, Although current stocks are relatively large, apparent disappearance 
during the last quarter was a record high reflecting the unusually large crop produced 
during the past season. 


Farmers held 99 million bushels of oats on January 1 compared with 81 million a 
year earlier and the 10 year average for that date of 84 million bushels. Farmers started 
the current season with the largest supply of oats on record which has permitted a record 
disappearance as well as the large current residual. 


Both the barley and rye crops produced in 1955 were large by recent standards and 
current farm stocks are comparably larger than usual. 


Hay stocks are estimated to have been 3.4 million tons compared with 3.3 million 
a year ago on this date and the 10 year average of 3.0 million tons. As indicated earlier, 
livestock raisers have been able to make the fullest possible use of stalk fields and other 
forage but the 1955 hay crop was exceptionally large and it has been fed generously. 
Disappearance so far this season is considerably greater than last year and well above 
average. 


UNITED STATES: December farm operations were influenced by colder and drier weather 

than usual for the month over most of the Nation. In contrast to quite 
droughty conditions, of increasing seriousness in the Great Plains, some Pacific Coast 
sections suffered heavy flood damage resulting from heavy rains and melting of early 
snows. Shortage of rain or snow in important winter wheat areas, some of which sus- 
tained heavy losses last year, again reduces early wheat prospects. Sizable gains in 
soil moisture are generally needed to aid plants and soil in withstanding wind damage and 
later periods of drought. Winter wheat acreage totals about a fifth less than average and 
2 percent less than a year earlier. Conditions were generally favorable at seeding time 
and much acreage after a good start is holding on well despite some deterioration from 
effects of drought and cold particularly in the Southern Plains States. Snow cover has 
been limited but little damage from heaving has been reported. 


Total stocks of 83.5 million tons of feed grains on farms January 1, 1956 are second 
largest January stocks of record--only 6 percent below January, 1949. This total includes 
2,191 million bushels of corn, 981 million bushels of oats, 190 million bushels of barley 
and 68 million bushels of sorghum grain. Compared with other January holdings, corn 
stocks rank fourth of record, oats highest in 30 years of record, barley highest in 13 
years and sorghum grain largest in 5 years. Wheat stocks of 321 million bushels on 
farms are nearly as large as a year ago but 14 percent below average for January; a 
major part of total stocks are under government loan in off-farm storages. Soybean stocks 
of 116 million bushels are second only to the record holdings of a year ago. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE #* ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS: This year's prospective wheat crop, amounting to 41.4 million bushels, is 

nearly a fifth smaller than last year's crop, but 14 percent larger than the 
1945-54 average. Winter losses were small and the crop is starting its spring growing 
period with fairly uniform stands. Much of the limited fall leaf development froze back 
during the winter and low temperatures in late March didn't favor resumption of growth, 
Consequently, the crop is short in most areas. All vegetative growth has been retarded 
and germination of new seedings has been short. This situation is reflected in April 1 
pasture condition which is 6 points below average for that date. However, all crops can 
be expected to respond quickly as temperatures rise seasonally. Most areas have enough 
moisture for immediate needs, but subsoil reserves are low, particularly in central and 
northern areas, Progress of field work has been favored by prevailing weather in all but 
a few southern communities, Spring seeding of small grains and grass seed is nearing 
completion in all but the northernmost counties, and plowing for corn and soybeans is 
well ahead of the normal schedule. 


CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1956 


Farm stocks of all grains and soybeans are substantially larger than average. 
Stocks of corn and oats are larger than on this date a year ago, but all other items are 
smaller and soybean stocks are less than half as large as last year's record April stocks. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1956, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop : Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 
F<Avenagels 3 : SAVveragees : 
ll 455A Se peel obee beds itee iII4S-54 satcrc? |: 1956 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 47.7 oi 54 215,876 245, 442 274, 186 
Wheat GC. 20 15 2,420 2 PS ae 7,683 
Oats 6 wd 33 30 44,009 45,267 on ie 
Barley TS. f 20 20 170 449 952 
Rye a 16 16 61 502 286 
Soybeans 15.4 34 14 Te OUe 30, 285 14, 071 
UNITED*STATES 
Corn for grain 46.3 6} ya Diese Ute (0. 1,429, (45 1s 410, 405 
Wheat tie es jh opt BO. 224, 708 Ad aR 4 218,850 
Oats We GF! 36.8 Sl 491,266 Sha eee Way) lo hoe Garay ar 
Barley ZO. it a ip pds 29.6 £1, 021i Digs 21 115, 784 
Rye i ee CPOPMY Cte eS 3, 6 OU eee OA | 11,245 
Soybeans lig Gabe 33.4 16.2 42,153 113,914 hy PAS eo 


a ll OOOO EE———E———— 
Corn and Soybean Stocks on Farms, Illinois, by Crop Reporting Districts, Apri, eso & '56 


CROP : Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 
Sia sa aN. Baeros.o Wa, Pan ay FG? BW OR W Pe ROs PRESS WN e = Per. 
Corn - Thousand Bushels - 
ils pepe Bie aU ,Ok CO hi 5. 4) ore 51,903 11.265. “167031 Zz, 960 6,170 
1956 43,089 35,276 28,134 43,485 41,136 36,958 30,990 67.50 8, 368 
Soybeans 
ie Behe lps Yaya 2,687 agp} ae 2, O00 6, 915 4,147 5,097 amiss 486 
1956 422 1, 006 | Peak oe Be. 1,921 3407 2,600 2,096 783 457 
Oats 
iS Ab. Ns re he ate 8,814 uu a0 O by 355 LR ea 2,182 Lo uae 553 
1956 14,758 12,015 4,484 8,002 6,746 CT OP AS) 2,353 i Neagic's 8C8 585 
WL 50 ooo 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
LIBR OF Tr 
THE LiBpapy OF THE _ OVER - 
APR 12 1956 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
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May 11, 1956 St 


The winter wheat production outlook in Illinois showed little change during the past 
month, This year's prospective yield of 26.0 bushels per acre is 6.5 bushels below the 
record high established last year and the lowest yield since 1952, The Illinois wheat crop 
is forecast at 41.0 million bushels, a fifth less than last year but 13 percent larger than 
the 1945-54 average. Rainfall during the first 3 weeks of April was light in all except 
the southeastern part of the state, Winter losses of wheat were small and stands are good 
but cool temperatures throughout April retarded Spring growth resulting in shorter top 
growth than usual by the first of May, Wheat was beginning to head in the southern tip of 
the state. 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1956 


All vegetative growth has been retarded by the cool temperatures and lack of moisture 
during most of April. Substantial general showers the last week of the month provided near 
normal precipitation to all of Illinois after prolonged drought conditions in all areas except 
the extreme southeast. Much more rain will be needed to restore subsoil reserves, how- 
ever, the soil now has enough moisture to complete germination of legume and oats seed-~ 
ings, for immediate vegetative growth, and for starting corn and soybeans. 


Germination and growth of oats has been slow with many fields in northern Illinois 
just starting to germinate following the rains of late April. Clover seedings in small 
grains have been slow to germinate especially in the northern part of the state. In the 
southern areas where more moisture was available, stands of new clover seedings are 
generally good and growth farther advanced. Meadows carried over from last year, like 
small grains, were extremely short on May 1 but stands are generally good. The May l 
condition of hay crops is the lowest reported since 1950. 


The cool temperatures during April along with the lack of moisture in most areas 
resulted in slow growth of pastures. Pasture condition on May 1 was the lowest reported 
since 1937 but only 2 points below the condition reported on May 1, 1950, In many instances 
livestock was kept on winter rations longer than usual. 


Plowing for corn and soybeans was nearer completion than usual on May l. Farmers 
were busy preparing the soil for planting of corn and soybeans but only a few scattered 
fields were planted by the first of May as most growers will wait for warmer weather. 
Planting is seldom in full swing in Illinois until about May 10, 


Prospects for peaches and apples are fairly good. Although damage from late frosts 
has been severe in some areas, many orchards suffered only light losses, In many instances 
variation in air drainage caused by difference in topography of the land was the important 
factor in avoiding serious damage. Early blooms on strawberry plants were killed by frost 
during April and asparagus production has been reduced to some extent, 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report - Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop :Average : : Indicated : Average : : Indicated 
| 21945-54.: 1995; 1956 1945-54: 1955 1956 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest 1,621 1,576 1,576 47,745 33,674 35, 760 
Yield per acre ZNO 3235 26.0 18.3 20.9 19,1 
Production, bu. 36,176 51,1220 40,976 G1eya soe 705.372 681, 432 
Rye condition 91 94 85 87 88 80 
All hay condition 86 92 77 86 85 77 
Pasture condition 85 92 (be 82 79 68 
Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year's 
crop 19 19 ra | he ry a 14,2 14,6 
Tons 773 870 974 159559 14, 887 16, 036 
SE 
J. A. Ewing James R. Kendall 
Agr. Statistician In Charge - OVER - Agr. Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1956 

Illinois' crop outlook improved significantly during May. The moisture situation 
improved in most areas although rainfall was limited in much of the western (W) district 
and parts of the northeastern (NE) district. Rains were especially heavy in a belt extending 
across the middle of the central (C) and eastern (E) districts. A more limited area involv- 
ing portions of McLean, DeWitt, Ford, and Champaign counties was deluged with seven 
inches or more of rain the last week of May. A substantial acreage in that section will 
require replanting as a result of ponding and overflow, mainly in Salt Creek and upper 
Sangamon bottoms, 


Planting of corn and soybeans was nearly completed at the end of May, despite some 
earlier delays, Germination of early plantings was slow but almost all fields now show 
excellent stands except for pond damage noted above. Development has been rapid under 
the favorable growing conditions prevailing recently. 


Small grains look promising in most areas. Probably somewhat less stooling than 
usual has occurred, but stands are excellent generally and there has been relatively little 
damage by disease and insects thus far. Winter oats are nearly ripe in the southern tip 
of Illinois and the spring sown crop is headed or heading in all but some of the northern- 
most counties, Part of the acreage is extremely short, particularly in the western (W) 
district. Farmers are planting a wider selection of oats varieties than in other years in 
the recent past. Three varieties of oats--Clinton, Nemaha, and Clintland--now account 
for close to 75 percent of the oats acreage grown on farms of Illinois crop correspondents, 
whereas Clinton alone accounted for nearly 80 percent in 1952, Clinton, including all the 
various selections of the Clinton variety, accounted for about 39 percent of the total acreage 
reported this year, while Nemaha and Clintland accounted for approximately 23 and 12 
percent respectively. Columbia, the fourth ranking variety, has been used on about five 
percent of the reported acreage during recent years. Other varieties listed among the top 
ten include Clarion, Bonham, Bonda, Branch, and Benton. Winter wheat and other fall 
sown grains have headed in all areas and are ripening from mid-State southward. Early 
fields of wheat are about ready for harvest in the extreme south and combining of barley 
and rye has started. 


This year's prospective wheat yield has been placed at 29.0 bushels per acre, the 
third largest of record. Last year's estimate was 3.5 bushels larger and the 1954 yield 
was half a bushel larger. A total of 45.7 million bushels will be produced if the present 
forecast is realized. This is 11 percent smaller than the 1955 crop but 26 percent larger 
than the 1945-54 average. Pawnee is still the most popular variety of wheat grown on 
farms of Illinois crop correspondents. A hard wheat first distributed during 1942 in 
Nebraska, Pawnee has been the leading variety for the past several years and now accounts 
for nearly half the acreage on these farms, Knox which is being grown on about 13 percent 
of the acreage, is a soft wheat developed in Indiana and distributed from Purdue in 1953. 
Other varieties among the leading ten are Seneca, Vigo, Royal, Saline, Thorne, Westar, 
Ponca, and Triumph, 


Marked improvement has occurred in the condition of hay and pastures. First cut- 
tings of alfalfa and clover are thought to be a little light, but fine stands have offset part 
of the apparent shortage in height. Late May rains created some problems in curing newly 
harvested hay but they encouraged rapid growth of all grasses and legumes, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT = Acreage and Production Figures in Thousands 
Ps D 


LLINOIS : 
Crop : 9 : 
Winter Wheat - 
cres for harvest G21 1,576 1,576 47,745 33,674 35, 760 
Yield per acre, bu. 21.9 32.5 29.0 18.3 20.9 as ieiy 
Production, bu. 36,176 51, 220 45, 704 872,635 705, 372 670, 375 
All Hay = Condition, % 85 92 82 85 19 718 
Pasture - Condition, % 89 94 82 85 18 72 
Peaches = Production, bu. 1,597 130 920 66, 989 51, 827 61, 843 
Pears = Production, bu. 199 90 190 30, 230 29, 622 29, 327 
J. A. Ewing Burton R, Miller 
- OVER - 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE #* ({LLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1955 


Outstanding yields are forecast for all of Illinois' principal field crops. The indi- 
cated yields of corn, wheat and hay have been exceeded only once and the prospective 
yield of oats has been exceeded only twice. Combining of the wheat crop is nearing com- 
pletion and harvest of the oat crop is well under way. Exceptional yields are common- 
place this year and all small grains are exceeding earlier expectations. The corn and 
soybean crops have made marvelous progress and both are roughly a week ahead of the 
normal stage of development for this date. 


A total of 8.9 million acres of corn is expected to be harvested for all purposes this 
year. This represents a decline of 5 percent from a year ago, presumably a reflection of 
increased interest in the Government farm program. A yield of 58 bushels per acre is 
indicated, which is the second largest of record. If current prospects are maintained, 
Illinois farmers will produce a total of 516 million bushels of corn, which will be the third 
largest ever grown in this State. Despite excessive rains in scattered areas~-mainly in 
central and eastern Illinois--and shortages of soil moisture in some western and northern 
areas, stands are rather uniformly good throughout the State. Although subsoil moisture 
has been at very low levels in most of the major corn areas and June precipitation generally 
was below normal, showers have occurred in timely fashion to the extent that the crop has 
developed most rapidly. Approximately 15 percent of the fields were tasseling as of July 10. 


Growers are expected to harvest 4.8 million acres of soybeans for beans this year-- 
a 9 percent increase over last year's acreage which was the record high to that time. A 
production forecast will not be available until early August but yield prospects look pro-~ 
mising. Stands are good in all areas and the crop is further advanced than usual with 
nearly 2/5 started to bloom compared with the average for this date of just under 1/5, 


The harvest of this year's 52 million bushel wheat crop is approaching completion. 
About 4/5 of the 1.6 million acres grown this year has been combined despite some shower 
interruptions in some of the southern counties. A yield of 32.5 bushels is indicated, which 
is only 1/2 bushel smaller than last year's all time high and approximately half again as 
large as the 10 year average. One percent increase in acreage for harvest this year is 
not quite enough to offset the half bushel decline in yield and thus the 1956 prospective 
production is a fraction of one percent smaller than last year's crop. In only one other 
year since 1923 has this year's prospective production been exceeded, Wheat made a slow 
start this spring but once under way, made excellent progress and reached harvest without 
encountering any adverse developments of consequence, There were no widespread infes-~ 
tations of insects and the incidence of disease was very light. 


An oat crop of 143 million bushels is indicated--nearly 1/5 smaller than the 1955 crop although one percent above average. 
Reductions in both acreage and yield contributed to the decline from a year ago. This year's acreage is down 4 percent from a year 
ago and 13 percent less than the 10 year average. The prospective yield, amounting to 47 bushels per acre, is 9 bushels smaller 
than that estimated a year ago. However, the 1955 yield was phenominally high and except for it, this year's prospect has been 
exceeded only once previously. The crop is ripe or ripening in almost all areas and harvest is well under way. Certain provisions 
of the Soil Bank Plan introduce the possibility of pre-harvest clipping of some of this year's oat acreage, creating a little more un- 
certainty than usual with regard to the acreage ultimately harvested for grain. 


This year's acreage for hay is expected to be 4 percent larger than that harvested last year although 7 percent below average. 
With an increased fraction of alfalfa, the all hay yield will be large despite some disappointments in the tonnage obtained in first 
cutting. This year’s yield forecast stands at 1.8 tons per acre compared with last year's record high of 1.98. A total of 4.6 million 
tons is expected to be harvested--3 percent less than last year although 10 percent above average. 
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q ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


ger than the previous all time high, The corn and soybean 
crops are several days ahead of the normal stage of development for this date and in most areas have an ample supply of moisture 
for immediate needs, Small grain harvest has been completed for all practical purposes, Although most areas of the State have 
operated throughout the season on very low subsoil moisture reserves, timely rains and near optimum weather since June have 


Corn Yield A Near Record 


Present indications point to a prospective corn yield of 59 bushels per acre, This is more than six bushels larger than the 
10-year (194554) average and only two bushels shy of the all time record of 61 bushels established in 1948, The increase in 
prospective yield over last year more than offsets a decline in acreage to the extent that production this season is expected to 
amount to 524 million bushels--a fraction of one percent larger than the 1955 crop and 12 percent larger than the 10-year average, 
Corn appears to be the better part of a week ahead of last year's development to this date, In a few very limited areas it has 
shown slight deterioration due to earlier drouth but there has seldom been a year when prospects have been as uniformly good 
throughout the State, Serious hail damage has occurred in scattered communities, although the overall effect on State-wide 
totals appears to have been negligible, The corn borer continues to be a threat, particularly in northern counties, Its ultimate 
effect on final yields is a matter which can not yet be determined, 


Soybean Crop Largest Ever 


yield and a 9 percent increase in acreage are expected to provide a crop of 121 million bushels compared with last year 
98 million bushels and the 10-year average of 83 million bushels, In stage of development this year's crop is more than a week 
ahead of the 1955 crop, 


Wheat Yield 3,5 Bushels Above Previous High 


Phenominal wheat yields appear to have been common this year and the present yield estimate with harvest now completed 
stands at 36,5 bushels per acre which is 3.5 bushels larger than last year's estimate, the previous record high, Indicated production 
of winter wheat, amounting to 58 million bushels, exceeds production in all years since 1923, Although there were some harvest 
delays this year, mainly because of showers, combining was approaching completion at the end of the third week in June, 


Oat. Crop Below Average 


This year's oat crop, amounting to 140 million bushels, is slightly smaller than the 10-year average and down sharply from 
the 1955 production, Yields were disappointing in some areas but the State-wide yield was substantially above average, This year's 
prospective production suffers by comparison with 1955 because of last year's unbelieveably high yield per acre, which was nearly 
16 bushels larger than average, Harvest of the oat crop, as was true of wheat, was interrupted occasionally by showers, but com- 
bining has been virtually completed except for scattered fields in the northern 1 or 2 tiers of counties, This year's production 
outlook has been reduced moderately in the last month due primarily to diversion of acreage as a result of certain provisions of 
the Federal farm program, 


Hay Production Slightly Larger Than Average 


A hay crop of 4, 339, 000 tons is now indicated, compared with 4, 690, 000 last year and the ten-year average of 4, 254, 000, 
Yields have varied widely this year depending on both locality and time of cutting, Less than optimum soil moisture conditions 
adversely affected initial growth in many communities this season, As was true of oats, some of this year's acreage intended for 
hay has been set aside for credit under the Federal Soil Bank program, 


UNITED STATES; Crop production prospects improved slightly during July although the combined outlook for all crops as of August 

1 remained considerably below last year's outstanding total, Wheat, soybeans, cotton, hay and most late crops 
maintained or improved standings in most areas under weather which was generally cool and rainy over most of the eastern half of 
the Nation, Drought deepened in Texas and some adjoining areas in the southern Plains and Southwest, Rainfall in parts of the 
Corn Belt and northern Plains as well as in some Southeastern areas was insufficient and more will be needed to mature good crops, 
Grain and hay harvest in many areas made slower than usual progress as rains frequently interrupted field work, 


The corn crop, now estimated at 3,144 million bushels, declined moderately during the past month and now is outranked 
by crops of five recent years, Gains in prospects since July 1 in East North Central States were more than offset by considerable 
yield losses in Nebraska and Iowa, a8 well as in a number of other States where deficient soil moisture failed to furnish needed 
supplements to summer rainfall, Soybeans fared somewhat better than corn with the crop on the uptrend in most sections, The 
Illinois crop is outstanding with near-record yields expected on the expanded acreage, The 443 million bushel national soybean 
crop exceeds last year's previous high by nearly one-fifth, 


Favorable to surprisingly high outturns of winter wheat on fields already harvested and yields generally exceeding earlier 
estimates in some northern areas have resulted in slight gains in the estimated production, The 722 million bushel estimate as of 
August 1 reflects deterioration in northeastern areas from delayed harvest but improved conditions in Illinois and in Washington and 
Oregon, Spring wheat estimated at 217 million bushels is up slightly from a month ago because improved prospects in North Dakota, 
Montana and Minnesota were not offset by decreases in several States, Included in this total is a durum wheat crop now estimated 
well above a month ago, Rust damage has been light this season even to durum wheat, 


The Acreage Reserve Program of the Soil Bank Act has gained wide farmer participation in some areas with preliminary 
reports indicating reductions in the acreage harvested or for harvest of certain crops, Production estimates shown in this report as 
of August 1 make allowances for such changes through yield reduction on the acreage for harvest estimated July 1, These esti- 
mates allowed for a major part of the acreage now reported in the Soil Bank, Special Surveys made during late July in several 
Corn Belt States furnish some guidance in the further allowances made although the final effects of the program are still uncertain 
and will not be known until results of fall acreage surveys and Soil Bank compliance checks are available, As usual, revisions in 
estimates of acreage for harvest will be published in the December Annual Summary, 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


September 12, 1956 “ 


Record high yields are indicated for corn and soybeans, Timely showers in August gave corn and soybeans another boost 
in yield outlook, and assured their finishing in the lead their season-long race with drought, Light frosts in central and northern 
communities in recent days underscore the perennial danger of a killing frost, but this hazard is less serious than usual since both 
crops are in a more advanced stage of development than normal for this date, A few early fields of soybeans have been combined 
and some corn has been picked for immediate feeding, Small grain harvest was finished in early August, Combining of cloverseed 
is in progress, and cutting of broomcorn, other than seed brush, has been completed for all practical purposes, Harvest of the com- 
mercial peach crop was largely finished in August and picking of fall varieties of apples is under way, Although the apple and 
peach crops are substantially larger than those produced a year ago, they are smaller than average, 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 


Record Yield For Corn in Prospect 


Soybean Crop Nearly One Third Above Previous Record 


The soybean outlook, at record level a month ago, has increased to 128 million bushels, fifty five percent more than the 
ten-year average, Illinois’ crop is roughly 2 1/3 times as large as that expected in Minnesota, this year's second largest soybean 
producing state, A yield of 27 bushels per acre is now indicated compared with the prior record of 25,5 and the ten-year average 
of 22,6 bushels, Most of the crop is far enough along to eliminate serious risk of frost damage, A few fields were combined the 
last week of August, but harvest is not expected to become general until after mid-September, 


Wheat and Oats Yields Above Average 


This year's wheat yield was 3,5 bushels larger than the previous record high and oat yields were much above average, 
Hay Production Above Earlier Forecast 


The hay crop, estimated to be 4,5 million tons is 3 percent smaller than last year's crop, but 7 percent larger than the 
1945-54 average, Both late hay and pastures profited by generous August showers, Haying (mainly third crop alfalfa) extended 
into September, 


UNITED STATES; Favorable crop development throughout much of the Corn Belt and other important areas during August more 

than offset drought damage to late crops in some other Sections, Prospects for total outturn now look only moder- 
ately below the high level of 1955, Gains over August 1 estimates are shown for most of the Crops or crop groups estimated in this 
report, Largest relative gains were made by spring wheat, corn, soybeans, flaxseed, barley, potatoes, dry beans and tobacco, 
Slight increases were made by hay crops, oats, sugar beets and sweetpotatoes, Largest reductions are in sorghum grain, cotton, 
rice, sugar cane, peanuts and pecans~--all crops which are prominent in the Southern Plains or other Southern areas which were 
stricken by drought and heat, Maturity of late crops seems assured except in some northern and northeastern sections where late 
flax, beans, and corn need to step lively to get by early frost, 


Cool weather and adequate rainfall favored crop growth in central to eastern parts of the Corn Belt and through the Middle 
Atlantic States, The Northern Plains and also most Western areas had weather generally favorable for crops and field work while 
most of New England and extensive areas across the South had droughts of varying intensity which, however, did not seriously reduce 
all crops or hit all areas in the States concerned, Eastern Coastal and mid-Atlantic States had better fortune than a year ago in 


The corn crop gained during August in most important producing States in response to better rainfall distribution and more 
moderate temperatures than usual for the month, Although Minnesota, Missouri and Indiana are headed for record State yields, 
Nlinois is far in front in the Corn Belt yield race with prospects for a 66 bushel per acre average-~far beyond any yet attained in a 
State with large acreage, Summer rains in a number of States overcame the early soil moisture shortage which became progressively 
worse and severely reduced yields in many sections of Iowa and adjoining States to the West, The national crop of 3,3 billion bushels 
now edges out the 1952 total to rank behind 1948 as the second largest corn crop, 


By September 1, about 85 percent of the Iowa crop was in the soft dough stage or beyond and in Illinois, about 90 percent 
was dented, However, much of the corn in Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas was still in the milk or earlier 
stage on September 1 and would be subject to damage should frosts occur early, 


Soybeans step back into the spotlight again this month as the outstanding record=breaker, helped by good growing weather 
in important areas to an all-time high of 462 million bushels, This total is nearly a fourth more than last year and 4 percent more 
than estimated a month ago, 


August weather was favorable for soybeans in most of the main Soybelt and in the eastern coastal States, Drought and hot 
Weather caused severe damage in an area from Nebraska south to Kansas and Oklahoma, then eastward into Arkansas and Mississippi, 
The major States, in the heavy producing North Central area, report record and near record yields except Iowa where earlier drought 
caused severe damage, If killing frosts come at about the normal dates, little damage to the crop may be expected, 


The final report of the growing season places the 1956 oats crop at 1,155 million bushels, This is 23 percent less than last 
year's crop, 13 percent less than average, and is the second smallest crop since 1945, The bulk of the one percent increase over 
last month's forecast is in Minnesota, the Dakotas, Montana, Idaho, Oregon, New York and Maine, Additional small increases 
were shown in several other Me ie and Atlantic States, However, a a et declines occurred in Pennsylvania and Ohio where 
wet weather caused heavy loss of grain from lodging, sprouting and from farmers’ inability to h t tl on time 
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October 12, 1956 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1956 


Illinois’ 587 million bushel corn crop and 136 million bushel soybean crop are the largest ever produced in the State, It seems 
unlikely that final harvest returns will alter materially present yield indications, since picking of the mature corn crop is well under 
way, and soybean combining is nearing completion, Weather conditions have been nearly ideal for harvest operations, but excessively 
dry for fall plowing, seeding and vegetative growth, . 


Record Corn Crop 


This year;s indicated corn yield at 66 bushels per acre is § bushels larger than the former record high established in 1948, and 
13 bushels above the 1945-54 average, The total crop of 587 million bushels is 23 million bushels larger than the previous record, 
Practically all is, or shortly will be ready for cribbing. Picking progress is a little ahead of normal and is under way in all areas, 
Stalks and ear shanks are exceedingly dry and brittle, and have been weakened by corn borer in many instances. Some growers are 
not picking in the afternoons, in order to minimize field losses, 


Soybean Crop a New High 


Soybeans are expected to make 28.5 bushels per acre, 3 bushels above the former record high and 6 bushels above average, 
Total production amounting to 136 million bushels will be 38 percent larger than last year's crop, and 63 percent larger than average. 
Combining started in a small way at the end of August, It became active about mid-September and then moved along rapidly with 
no interruptions, Now nearly completed, this year's harvest is the earliest ever known in Illinois, 


Large Hay Crop = Soil Moisture Low 

Estimated hay production at 4,7 million tons is a fraction of one percent larger than the 1955 crop and 10 percent larger than 
the ten year average, Late cuttings were exceptionally good and most were harvested under favorable conditions, Increasing dryness 
in the past month has resulted in near termination of vegetative development and growth of most grasses, legumes, and grains is at 
a near standstill, Increasing numbers of livestock raisers are finding it necessary to haul stock water, 

Farm Stocks Feed Grains Down 

Farm stocks of oats and old corn are down sharply from a year ago, A total of 20.3 million bushels of old corn were carried 
over as of October 1, compared with 32,9 million a year earlier and the average of 35.9 million bushels, Stocks of oats on farms 
&mount to 95 million bushels compared with 128 million last year and the average of 108 million, 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1955 and 1956 ® 


~ District 3 Corn 3 Oats 3 eat 3 Soybeans 
and State : 1955 : ° 5 : : 9 : 
= Yie per harvested acre = bushels - 

Northwest 62 13 55 45 34 32 26 30 
Northeast 57 69 56 48 34 36 25 30 
West 61 69 54 389 32 33 26 31 
Central 60 71 61 50 35 37 26 31 
East 58 67 59 49 38 40 26 31 
W., Southwest 57 65 58 50 36 40 24 29 
E, Southeast 52 60 52 44 33 32 20 26 
Southwest 39 48 41 42 30 37 15 24 
Southeast 37 47 33 37 26 34 15 22 

State 56.0 66,0 56.0 46.0 33,0 36,5 22.5 28.5 

- Production - Thousand bushels - 

Northwest 88, 333 103, 625 41,018 31, 472 486 453 sekue 4,606 
Northeast 69, 221 81, 865 33, 227 26,999 197 873 5, 885 8,852 
West 52, 850 56, 633 17,478 12,071 4,034 4,370 8,423 11, 080 
Central 76,012 84, 070 30, 035 23,411 4,525 5,161 14, 459 20, 035 
East 15, 828 81, 982 29, 727 23,138 3, 792 4, 286 19, 253 25,480 
W. Southwest 64, 816 69,544 11, 263 9,226 13,598 15, 325 19,570 25, 727 
E, Southeast 58, 778 63, 230 9,172 7,682 11, 950 11, 419 18,402 25, 310 
Southwest 18, 286 21,314 4,109 4,125 8, 706 10,585 5, 152 8,478 
Southeast 19, 868 24,411 1,379 1, 762 4,120 5, 636 4,009 6, 064 

State 523, 992 586,674 177, 408 139, 886 52,008 58,108 98, 325 135, 632 


* Preliminary estimates for 1956. 


UNITED STATES: The all-crop production index derived from present estimates is 105 percent of the 1947-49 base, and approaches 
the 1955 outcome, 


The 3.3 billion bushel corn crop, second largest of record, is moving into cribs with increasing speed in main Corn Belt sections 
following the coming of frost and some good drying days, 


Soybeans have again moved to new high production levels as advancing harvest permits closer appraisal of the crop's record 
size-=now estimated at 470 million bushels, 


A hay crop of 110 million tons, second largest of record, gained 1 percent from last month's estimate through favorable late 
cuttings of alfalfa and other hays which still had time to respond to late summer rains. Supplies of hay and forage, however, are 
not over-large for the livestock numbers on hand and shortages are already apparent, especially in many Southern to Central Plains 
areas, Pastures failed rapidly in most parts of the country during the month with a few notable exceptions and on October 1 averaged 
only 61 percent of normal, 


Drought which grips much of the Great Plains country threatens the success of millions of acres of winter wheat land, Some of 
this land has been seeded and badly needs rain to keep the new crop growing, More is waiting for moisture before seeding and much 
has been diverted into the Soil Bank during the past month for protection against further drought damage to soils and farm income, 
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PALLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


PROPS & 
Ni 


Illinois’ corn and soybean crops are believed to be the largest ever produced in the State, With soybean combining finished 
during mid-October and corn picking nearing completion at the end of the month, it seems unlikely that November 1 yield estimates 
will be changed materially by final survey returns, Statewide yields of all major crops were much above average and several, includ- 
ing corn, soybeans, and wheat, established new records, although the season has not been without disappointments in a few limited 
areas, 


November 18, 1956 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1956 


Almost continuously clear weather during September and October accelerated harvest of corn and soybeans, Only in 1953 has 
corn picking moved so rapidly and soybean combining has never been finished earlier, Although dry weather hastened harvest, it 
resulted in excessive field losses of shelled corn, slowed germination of grass and grain seedings, brought vegetative growth to a halt, 
and interfered with fall plowing, It also resulted in depletion of wells, ponds, and small streams, greatly increasing the need for 
hauling water for stock, Lack of grass made for unusually heavy dry lot feeding, although this situation has been offset in part by the 
availability of stalk fields containing more than the usual amount of grain and leafy stover, Fall wheat seedings, especially later 
plantings on corn and soybean ground, have been slow to germinate in many instances, Fields frequently are thin and very uneven, 
but, seedling plants usually can be found just below the surface, Recent showers, which were quite general, should result in marked 
improvement in appearance of the wheat, They have encouraged resumption of fall plowing, 


Illinois Leads All States in Production of Corn 


Illinois has produced a corn crop amounting to 596 million bushels according to present indications, This is 32 million bushels 
larger than the 1948 crop, the former record high, and placed Illinois far in the lead among corn producing states, Yield has been 
placed at 67 bushels per acre, also a record, and a bushel above the October 1 forecast, Picking is nearly completed, having 
encountered no interruptions of consequence, The crop is unusually low in moisture, much of it grading number two when picked - 
some grading number one, Because of the low moisture content the corn shelled readily and losses have been unbelievably large in 
some instances, although comparatively few ears were left in the field, Sample gleaning of fields scattered throughout the State 
indicate average losses in excess of ten bushels per acre, Little or none of this is reflected in estimated production, although an im- 
portant part of the loss will be salvaged by livestock or hand gleaning, 


Record Soybean Crop 


The soybean production estimate standing at 186 million bushels is 37 million larger than last year's crop, the former record 
high, and 53 million larger than the 1945-54 average, This year's yield is estimated to have been 28.5 bushels per acre, three 
bushels larger than the previous record, and nearly six bushels larger than average, Combining was finished earlier than ever before, 
Only tag ends remained to be harvested after mid-October, 


UNITED STATES; A slight increase in outturn of late crops during October assures near-record total crop production in 1956, Favor- 
able harvest weather was general but drought continues to retard prospects for fall seedings and forage over much 
of the Great Plains despite partial relief from recent rains, 


Increases in estimates from a month ago, justified by harvest results, are now made for corn, sorghum grain, rice, tobacco, 
potatoes, sugarcane and some fruits, Decreases, mostly slight, are shown for soybeans, cotton, sugar beets, dry beans, peanuts and 
some vegetables, The all crop index of production now moves to nearly 106 percent of the 1947-49 base, virtually on the record 
1948 level, which was also nearly equalled in 1955, The yield index for 28 important crops rises to a new high of 117 compared with 
last year’s mark of 116, 


The second largest corn crop of record=-highest in average yield per acre-~is in sight in the 3,412 million=bushel crop now esii- 
mated, reflecting higher yields than expected in several States, Warm, clear October days speeded drying in main Corn Belt areas 
and also in northern sections where immature corn had been hit by frost, Nearly completed harvest in Illinois, Iowa and neignboring 
areas brings reports of heavy field losses as machines chewed through the extra-dry fields and left shelled kernels and dropped ears as 
tich gleanings for hand labor or livestock, Eastern and southern areas with somewhat wetter weather made only normal to slow harvest 
progress, Soybean combining finished early in leading areas with November 1 reports indicating some decreases from late season 
drought effects, The 457 million bushel crop now estimated still exceeds last year's previous high by nearly a fourth, This major com- 
ponent in the oilseed supply is bolstered by the second largest flaxseed crop of record, now all in bins, and a probable 5,4 million tons 
of cottonseed from the 13,2 million=bale cotton crop, High yields of irrigated sorghums, now mostly harvested, support the slightly 
increased estimate of 170 million bushels despite much low yielding droughty acreage in the Great Plains which made little more than 
salvage grazing, Gains in rice yields in California, Texas and Louisiana raised production 2 percent over last month and brought 
National average yields almost to last year's record level, 


Hay and forage supplies on November 1 as a percent of normal were reported below last year in all regions of the Nation and the 
lowest of record, beginning in 1937, in several Central States from Iowa and Nebraska southward through the Great Plains country to 
the Gulf, Corn, sorghums and other crops have been drawn on heavily for silage and forage, The 210-million ton hay crop, which 
is only 2 percent less than last year's record tonnage, is scarce in the droughty sections and lower in quality than usual in Northeastern 
States, Varied crop by-products and field clean-up add as usual to forage Supplies, Pastures have been rated consistently poorer than 
normal during most or all of the season in many parts of the country and on November 1, at 58 percent, were much inferior to last 
year and average, Best pastures were reported in Middle Atlantic and other Eastern sections as well as some Pacific Coast areas, Wheat 
pasturage in much of the Great Plains is expected to remain scarce; feed in many range areas continues at the lowest seasonal levels 
since 1934, 


Seedings of fall grains and forage crops have made good starts or have good prospects in much of the South and East and in the 
Pacific Northwest but conditions have been too dry for good growth in huge areas in the Corn, Cotton and Wheat Belts, In the Great 
Plains, many wheat seedings which were just holding on or waiting in the dust a month ago have been dampened down and stitred to 
growth by showers, Although these light rains raise hopes for late seedings, rains of drought breaking scope will be needed to build 
adequate soil moisture and stock water supplies for 1957, Snows in parts of the Cascade Mountains of the Pacific Northwest have 
already started a substantial early winter build-up, 


Alfalfa seed production this year, at 163 million pounds clean seed, is 23 percent smaller than last year's record production, but 
42 percent above the 10-year average, The Sudangrass seed crop of 51 million pounds is 43 percent below the record large 1955 crop, 
Production of 26 legume and grass seeds already harvested to November 1 is estimated at 675 million pounds, 22 percent less thau last 


year and 19 percent less than average, 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


Pan OU P 


January 14, 1957 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1957 


Soil moisture conditions in Illinois improved moderately during December. Gen- 
erally, areas north and west of mid-State fared less well than those lying south and east- 
ward. It will take much more precipitation in all areas to restore soil moisture to normal 
levels. The stock water situation likewise has improved although scattered farmers, 
particularly west of the Illinois River, are still having to haul water from some distance. 
Fall sown grains and new grass and legume seedings have been favored by prevailing 
weather. Most grain fields look definitely better than they did early in the fall. The top 
growth still is short but slow germinating seedlings have appeared to fill many of the former 
gaps in the drill rows. The mild open nature of our winter thus far has permitted the 
greatest possible use of stalk fields and other forage. With favorable weather and abundant 
supply of grain and hay, livestock are in good condition generally. 


Field activity has been at a near standstill recently although a limited amount of fall 
plowing was accomplished in early December after the ground had been softened by showers. 


Stocks of corn stored on farms as of January 1 amounted to 454 million bushels, a 
new record high for that date. Oat stocks, however, are substantially smaller than on this 
date a year ago and near average. Current stocks are placed at 79 million bushels com- 
pared with 99 million a year ago. The decline in oat stocks is, however, more than off- 
set by increased holdings of corn to the extent that the aggregate supply of feed grains at 
this time is the largest in thirty years of record. 


Wheat stocks estimated to be 4.8 million bushels are above average for this time 
of year although only about half as large as the quantity held on farms a year earlier. 
Farmers held 46 million bushels of soybeans on farms as of January 1, exceeding the 
former record for that date established in 1955by nearly 8 million bushels. Stocks of 
barley and rye are smaller than those of a year ago, although still much above average 
because of recent sharp increases in level of production. A total of 3.5 million tons of 
hay remained on farms as of January 1, moderately less than last year's stocks of 3.6 
million tons but otherwise the largest of record of this date. Last year's record production 
of hay plus a record carryover of old hay, made the large current stocks possible despite 
record disappearence from farms in late summer and fall. 


UNITED STATES: Winter wheat seedings for 1957 were sharply reduced to nearly one- 

fifth less than the year before and to almost a third below average. 
Growers have weighed the drough threat in leading wheat States as well as the acreage 
reduction inducements of the Soil Bank plan. Much wheat in the Great Plains has made 
only a fair start and needs much more moisture to fortify plants and firm soils against 
cutting winds which although largely avoided so farcan be expected as a normal early- 
season hazard. In most sections outside of the Great Plains, fall seedings of grains, 
legumes and grasses generally have favorable prospects. There were some gains in soil 
moisture east of the Mississippi River and excellent late plant growth in many mid-Atlantic 
and Southeastern sections. ‘ 


Feed grain stocks on farms January 1, 1957, totaling 81.9 million tons, are about 
2 percent smaller than a year earlier. In terms of millions of bushels they are as follows: 
Corn, 2,231; oats, 696; barley, 160; and sorghum grain, 59. Corn stocks on farms are 
second highest of record - only 6 percent below the January 1, 1949 holdings following the 
record 1948 corncrop. Oats, barley and sorghum grain stocks are all sharply below a 
year ago. Wheat farm stocks of 293 million bushels on January 1 are nearly a tenth less 
than a year earlier and rye stocks at 7.3 million bushels are only about half of last year's 
large holdings. Soybean stocks at 169 million bushels - a new peak in farm storage for this 
date ~- are more than double the average after heavy movement of the record-breaking 
1956 crop. Hay stocks of 73.5 million tons on January 1 look adequate in total and ample 
in many sections after an easy fall and early winter for roughage-eating livestock. Ex- 
tremely low stocks are on hand in the Central and Southern Great Plains sections where 
drough shortened 1956 hay crops and pasturage of all kinds has been limited. Field forage 
clean-up by livestock which lasted late and was unusually complete on most farms has 


saved many tons of high-priced hay. THE LIBRARY OF THE 
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April 11, 1957 


CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1957 
ILLINOIS: The prospective wheat crop, amounting to 54.9 million bushels is 8 percent 
smaller than last year's crop, although the third largest of the last three decades. 
Fall drouth resulting in incomplete germination of late seedings following soybeans and corn, 
is responsible for some ragged stands. However, with ample moisture and widespread use 
of fertilizer, present gaps in the drill rows may be largely offset by extensive stooling. 
Early seedings, which were thoroughly established before soil moisture was depleted last 
fall, generally are beautiful. Winter losses were exceptionally moderate. Top growth is 
short and much of the crop remains semi-dormant due to low temperatures. 


Field work advanced to near normal stages at the end of March, but rain and snow 
then brought progress toa near halt. Vegetative development has been retarded by low 
temperatures. Dormant crops have ''greened up'' but show little growth. Early April pre- 
cipitation has been excessive in parts of Southern Illinois. Low lands have been flooded in 
scattered communities and others are threatened. 


Farm stocks of corn are the largest of record for this date. Holdings, as of April 1, 
amounted to 338 million bushels, compared with 269 million a year earlier and 223 million 
the 1946-55 average. Stocks of soybeans on Illinois farms, estimated to be 32,4 million 
bushels, exceed the former record high for this date by 7 percent, and are more than twice 
the ten year average. On the other hand, farm supplies of wheat and oats are down sharply 
from a year ago and substantially less than average. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1957, with comparisons 
; Percent of Previous Year's Crop : Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 


: Average Average 
Eyre 1956 eT pak be 1956 1957 

ILLINOIS 

Corn for grain 48.9 54 58 222, 800 268, 682 337, 843 

Wheat 775 15 pos 3,269 7,801 1, 487 

Oats 31.8 30 28 45,155 So. eee 40, 020 

Barley 19.2 20 19 200 1,054 793 

Rye 10.1 16 13 86 294 188 

Soybeans 17.6 14 24 14, 739 13, 936 335;.037 
UNITED STATES 

Corn for grain 47.0 5138 52.4 1,319,022 1,494,102 1,615,149 

Wheat 19.4 Pea Se 16.6 £665 106 216,741 165, 959 

Oats 6 ee af.7 25, 495, 852 567,357 410, 427 

Barley 28:7 29.0 27.9 80, 414 116, 489 104, 052 

Rye 18.8 37.8 Gare 4,131 10,976 4,541 

Soybeans _ 19.4 16.2 25.5 50,730 60,334 116, 323 


CROP OTe SAUER LALA 5, SEEDS Leh acs A 
tN; Wi N.E., Wak Rei 2 SB OW. Wat Bas Oy dene! Ge Ws eo 

Corn - Thousand Bushels - 

1956 Sh, ie oe, Bod oO, en. ae, leo. 20,103 35, 92) 430, 470 6,905 8,073 

LyS7 Rigas fi. oe SU bok ee, Oud a4, 157 eee 3G OFT, 2Oe $39 1 007 
Soybeans 

1956 410 1,028 1,704 1, 906 a 2,540 2,083 720 414 

1957 928 A Le ¥'s 2,815 4,774 (re 74 6,876 6,043 1, 406 46 | 
Oats 

1956 14,684 11,815 LR oe ts b, 593 Loy tad SY a 1,603 608 

MyoT 10,394 9,707 3,818 4,810 Save + 600 12,021) 2,015 PP sat 
J. A, Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


CkKOP 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - May 1, 1957 


Illinois' crop outlook is mostly on the favorabie side. Heavy rains in most areas dur- 
ing April made a welcome contribution to soil moisture reserves which are near normal 
levels for the first time in several seasons. This development was not without cost since it 
resulted in prolonged delays in field work, and minor damage to growing crops where ponding 
and overflow of streams occurred. Growers moved rapidly to regain lost time as the weather 
cleared at the end of April. Much plowing has been done and corn planting is under way in 
many communities. Current indications point to a wheat crop of 55.6 million bushels, 7 per- 
cent smaller than the 1956 crop but 42 percent larger than the 1946-55 average. Earlier 
sparseness of stand has been largely offset by generous tillering and belated development of 
additional seedlings. Because of delayed emergence of the latter, fields frequently look ex- 
tremely ragged. However, this situation is expected to correct itself before the crop reaches 
maturity. Abandonment has been light. Ponding and overflow of streams have resulted in 
moderate damage in widely scattered areas, but very little wheat was completely destroyed. 
Early fields in the extreme south have started to head. Northward the crop is jointing or in 
boot stage. 


May 13, 1957 


Wet weather seriously delayed seeding of oats, particularly in central and southern 
areas. Some of the acreage intended for oats will be diverted to corn or soybeans. However, 
many growers, interested primarily in a nurse crop for legume seedings, sowed oats despite 
the late date. The net effect on this year's acreage and yield won't be known until early July. 
Stands generally are excellent except in parts of southern Illinois, and the color of the crop, 
inclined to be a bit yellow earlier, is improving rapidly with prevalently clear weather. 


Grasses and legumes responded quickly with exceptional growth to favorable growing 
conditions in April. Most pastures and hay meadows have moderately good stands and many 
are excellent, but an important minority of last year's new seedings were near failures when 
they entered the winter and afford little prospect for producing grass this season. Some of 
these have been or will be plowed under and planted to other crops and some have been re- 
seeded to temporary grass crops such as Sudan. 


Barley acreage has increased substantially during the past few years as some farmers 
have used it to replace corn and wheat acreage, which was reduced to comply with the Govern- 
ment farm program. The 1955-57 average barley acreage is about 6 times as large as the 
average for the period 1951 through 1953. Most of this increase has occurred in the southern 
half of Illinois, where nearly all the acreage is winter barley. Kenbar, a winter barley, is 
the leading variety grown on farms of Illinois crop reporters in 1957 and accounts for nearly 
one-fourth of the acreage. Other winter varieties and their percentages of the total acreage 
are Hudson, 15 percent; Kentucky No. 1, 12 percent; Missouri B 400, 9 percent; Missouri 
Early Beardless,7 percent; Kearney, 3 percent, and Wong, 2 percent. Spring varieties and 
their percentages of the total acreage are Oderbrucker, 4 percent; Kindred, 2 percent, and 
Montcalm, 1 percent. Other and unidentified winter varieties made up nearly 19 percent of 
the total acreage and unidentified spring varieties made up 2 percent of the acreage. 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report - Acrea e, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 
; fLLINOIS : UNITED STATES 


Crop > Average : 1956 : Indicate > Average ; 1956 : Indicated 
Sur LAG HGS. 6 053 : 1957 : 1946-55 : diel Se bot 

Winter Wheat 

Acres for harvest 1,645 1,608 « 1,737 46,477 35,637 31,233 

Yield per acre 23.5 37.0 32.0 18.6 20.6 22.5 

Production, bu. 39,204 59, 496 55,584 862,471 734, 995 703,208 
Rye condition 91 85 92 86 80 88 
All hay condition 86 77 91 85 77 88 

Pasture condition 85 73 92 81 68 85 


Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year's 


crop sa as 21.0 20.0 15,1 14,7 16.3 
Tons 798 1,037 1,000 15,646 16,528 17,675 
— nen ee eee 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agr. Statistician In Charge James R. Kendall 
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June 13, 1957 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1957 


Predominately wet weather sharply curtailed planting progress during May. Less 
than half of the intended acreage of corn and about one-fifth of the soybeans were planted 
at the end of the month. Normally almost ninety percent of the corn and nearly three- 
fourths of the soybeans are planted by June 1. Rapid progress was made near the end of 
May and early June as the weather tended to clear in most areas. Growers have been 
working long hours in an effort to make up time lost. During recent days they have been 
planting roughly 340,000 acres of corn and 220, 000 acres of soybeans per day. Most 
growers are expected to carry out original intentions although some, particularly south- 
ward where the clearing was less pronounced ° and those with poorly drained land, will 
divert corn ground to soybeans. Ina few instances first bottoms may dry out so slowly 
as to require the use of some emergency crops, 


The Statewide wheat yield outlook is unchanged from a month ago although prospects 
have deteriorated moderately in some areas, principally the lower quarter of the State. 
Illinois' yield forecast remains at 32 bushels per acre compared with 37 bushels last year 
and the 1946-55 average of 23.5 bushels. Indicated production, amounting to 55.6 million 
bushels is 7 percent smaller than last year's crop, but 42 percent larger than average. 

No forecasts of other small grains are available at this date. Most look promising, although 
mild concern about oats is felt because much of the acreage is quite late and therefore, 
carries greater risk than usual of heat damage while filling, 


Clinton, Nemaha, and Clintland continue to be the three leading oat varieties grown by 
crop correspondents. Clinton, grown on 35 percent of the acreage, and Nemaha on 20 per- 
cent, have declined in popularity in the last year, while Clintland, sown on 18 percent of 
this year's acreage, shows an increase. Clinton, including all the various selections of 
the Clinton variety, has declined each year since the peak of its popularity in 1952 when 
it was planted on nearly four-fifths of the acreage. Clarion and Newton, both relatively 
new varieties, rank fourth and fifth, respectively. Clarion advanced from sixth place a year 
ago and this is the first year for Newton to appear on a significant amount of the acreage. 


Pasture condition equals the record high for this date and all forage crops have made 
exceptional growth. Rain interfered with early haying. Some cuttings suffered rain 
damage and cutting of some meadows was delayed overlong for lack of an earlier opportunity 
to cut them, 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT = Acreage and Production Figures 


in Thousands 
ee dee ee ee ee ee et 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop : Average ; : : Average : : 
1946-55 = 1956 , 1957 : 1946 “85 ? 1956 ; 1957 
Winter Wheat - 
Acres for harvest 1,645 1,608 D737 46,477 S5;057 B,ao3 
Yield per acre, bu. 235 37.0 32.0 18.6 20.6 eee) 
Production, bu. 39,204 59,496 55,584 862,471 734,995 735,720 
All Hay - Condition, % 85 82 90 84 78 88 
Pasture - Condition, % 89 82 94 84 3 88 
Peaches - Production, bu. 1, 388 1,200 850 64,251 69,859 tig 398 
Pears =- Production, bu. 176 120 110 29,940 Je, Le 32,828 
wn stag pen en Ee me a ee at le ee SS ee ie» 2 ee 
oooooeoeoeaql‘lwow0Wn"0"$0"$“V_O0B06wO8OXNanaona93S3S eee wl 
J. A. Ewing Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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Illinois’ crop outlook is down sharply compared with last year's production, All major 
crops have been adversely affected in varying degree by excessive ill-timed rains, Prospects 
are brightest in the extreme northwest where precipitation throughout the spring averaged 
moderately less than normal. Reductions in yield potential become increasingly larger east- 
ward and southward, with the lower third of the State hurt the most, 


Spring oat seeding was much delayed, particularly in central and southern counties and 
much of the small grain in the latter areas was hard hit by disease. Preparation of seed beds 
and planting of corn and soybeans was moderately retarded in much of Northern Illinois and 
seriously delayed southward. Many fields in the lower half of the State are starting more 
than a month later than normal, with a few growers still planting this week, Frequent pond- 
ing and flooding have caused much inconvenience, expense, and reduced yield potential. There 
have been numerous instances of destruction of all or parts of fields, but most corn and beans 
so affected, have been replanted, and small grain destroyed represents only a minute frac- 
tion of State-wide totals. Growth of legumes and grasses has been favored, but growers 
found it exceedingly difficult to put up hay without rain damage. 


This year's prospective corn crop, amounting to 430 million bushels, is less than 
three-fourths as large as the record 1956 crop and ten percent smaller than the 1946-55 aver-~ 
age. Although the indicated yield of 52 bushels per acre is 16 bushels below last year's 
yield, it is only moderately less than average. Growers are expected to harvest 8.3 million 
acres compared with 8,8 million last year and 9,0 million acres, the ten-year average. Much 
of the decline was planned early in the year but part of it represents a further shift to soybeans 
because of delayed planting. 


A record total of 5,1 million acres of soybeans will be harvested for beans, according 
to present indications, This is an increase of 8 percent over last year's acreage and offsets 
much of the reduction in corn acreage, The first production forecast for soybeans will be re- 
leased with the August 1 Crop Report, 


A wheat crop of 43 million bushels is indicated compared with 59 million last year and 
the ten-year average of 39 million. The current yield estimate of 25 bushels per acre is 12 
bushels below the record 1956 yield and the smallest since 1952, Although rank growth large-~ 
ly offset thin stands early in the season, ponding or overflow and diseases (including smut, 
scab, and rust), sharply trimmed prospects, both quality and quantity, as harvest time ap- 
proached, Combining has been completed in parts of Southern Illinois and is more than two-~ 
thirds done for the State as a whole, 


The oat crop at 125 million bushels is 13 percent smaller than the 1956 crop and 14 percent smaller than average, Although 
growers planned a substantial reduction in acreage this year, the decline was accentuated by unfavorable seeding weather, particularly 
in Southern Illinois, This crop is expected to make 45 bushels per acre, compared with 47 bushels last year and the ten-year average of 
41 bushels, Harvest has moved upward past mid-State with returns often disappointing, Test weights in central and southern counties are 
extremely low, The outlook is better in the northern half of the State, which accounts for roughly 85 percent of the total, 

A hay crop of 4,7 million tons is indicated compared with 5,0 million last year and the ten-year average of 4,3 million tons, 
The trend toward alfalfa has continued with a one percent increase reported although clover hay is down 8 percent, Most pastures are in 
excellent shape with July 1 reported conditions a near record and the highest in ten years, 


U. S. Department of Agriculture Penalty for private 
Agricultural Marketing Service use to avoid payment 
P. O. Box 429, Springfield, Ill. of postage, $300, 00 
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Illinois prospects for corn, soybeans, wheat and oats are down sharply from last year's 
production, Late planting and excessive rain in many areas are responsible for the reduced 
outlook for both corn and soybeans, These crops were planted nearest the normal planting 
dates in the northwestern area and are progressively later eastward and southward with the 
lower third of the State showing the poorest prospects. Wheat harvest was virtually com- 
plete by August 1, and oats harvest was finished in all except the northern quarter of the 
State. The outturn of both of these grains was sharply reduced by wet weather and disease. 


Corn Production Lowest Since 1950 


Present indications point to a corn crop of 430 million bushels, the lowest since 1959. This 
is about 28 percent less than the record 1956 crop and 11 percent below the 1946-55 average, 
The indicated yield of 52.0 bushels per acre is 16 bushels below last year's record but is only 
1.5 bushels below average, 


Soybean Yield Lowest Since 1947 


The soybean yield forecast of 21.0 bushels per acre is the lowest since 1947. It is 7 and 
one~half bushels below last year's record yield and 2 bushels below average, Planting 
in the southeast continued until July 20 and farmers were able to get the record acreage 
estimated a month ago in the ground, Some late shifts of intended corn acreage to soybeans 
did occur but these were balanced by inability to plant beans in some lowlands that remained 
too wet to plant at all this season, The prospective soybean crop of nearly 107.5 million 
bushels is four-fifths as large as last year's record crop but about one-fourth above the 1946- 
55 average, 

Wheat Crop Only Three-Fifths As Large As Last Year 


The wheat crop is now estimated at about 35 1/4 million bushels, about three-fifths as large 
as the 1956 crop and 10 percent below the 10-year average, The yield of 20,5 bushels per 
acre is 16.5 bushels below last year's record and the lowest since 1951, Both yields and 
quality were best in the northern counties but disappointing in the heavier producing southern 
part of the State. 


Oat Crop About Three-Fourths of Last Year And Average 


The oat crop of 105 million bushels is the smallest since 1944. This is roughly one-fourth 
less than both last year and the 10-year average. Late planting, excessive moisture and 
disease resulted in extremely low yields and quality in all except the extreme northern 
counties. A number of fields in the central and southern part of the State were either not 
harvested at all or cut and baled for hay, The production estimate reflects a decrease of 
about 4 percent in the acreage estimated for harvest a month ago. 


Hay Production Above Average 


A hay crop of 4,7 million tons is now indicated compared with 5.0 million last year and the 
average of 4,3 million tons. Second crop alfalfa has suffered insect damage in many areas 
and growth has generally been shorter than normal. Pasture condition declined less than 
usual from the high level a month ago; condition on August 1, at 92 percent of normal, was 
the highest since 1951. 


UNITED STATES 


Crop Prospects made some gains during July and now promise total production approaching 
the average of the last five years, Crops gaining in production prospects during the past 
month include corn, rice, and sugar beets. Significant to small decreases in Output since 
July 1 are indicated for winter and spring wheat, oats, barley, and hay. The soybean crop, 
despite increased acreage, looks 6 percent under last year. 
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September 12, 1957 ; 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1957 


FALL HARVEST OUTLOOK IMPROVED; Illinois’ crop outlook {is substantially brighter than that indicated a month ago, The current 
corn forecast is 10 percent larger than reported a month ago, that for soybeans up 12 percent, 
and the hay crop 3 percent larger than estimated as of August 1. Generally favorable August weather had no effect on the small grain 
crops since practically all were harvested by the end of July. August rainfall was below normal at a number of points in the extreme 
south, but generally was near normal or above in most central and northern areas, Temperatures were near normal throughout the 
month and there were no extensive periods of extreme heat. The risk of frost damage to corn and soybeans is somewhat greater than 
usual since all areas have some late planted acreage, Fortunately the greater part of the late corn and soybeans are located in lower 
central and southern Illinois, where the average date of first killing frost gives fall harvested crops a little greater margin of safety 
than in areas farther north. 


CORN FORECAST UP - PRODUCTION NEAR AVERAGE; A corn crop of 472 million bushels is indicated. Although this is 41 million 

bushels larger than the August 1 forecast, it is 21 percent smaller than the 
1956 crop and 2 percent under the 10-year average. A yield of 57 bushels per acre {s anticipated, 11 bushels less than the 1956 esti- 
mate but 3.5 bushels Jarger than the 10-year average, In the event of an early frost, [linois undoubtedly will have some soft corn; 
however, judging by progress of the crop thus far, it seems unlikely that {t could develop into a serious widespread problem. 


SOYBEAN PROSPECTS IMPROVE: Current indications point to a soybean crop of 120 million bushels, 13 million bushels more than 

the August 1 forecast, but 14 million bushels less than the 1956 crop. The current op of 23.5 
bushels per acre is 6 bushels less than the 1956 yield, but one-half bushel larger than average. A few extremely early beans were 
combined at the end of August and scattered fields have been combined in the last few days in various parts of southern Dlinois. 
Harvest is mot expected to become general in most areas until after mid-September. As is true of comm, some of the extremely late 
acreage may get hurt by frost; however, if the first killing frost of the season comes somewhere near the average date, Statewide 
damage can be expected to be relatively slight. 


SMALL GRAINS DISAPPOINTING: No changes have been made in the small grain estimates published a month ago, Without excep- 
tion all of the small grain yields were below average and much smaller than the 1956 yields. 

This year's oat production at 105 million bushels is down sharply from last year's crop of 143 million bushels and the 10-year average 

of 144 million bushels. The decline reflects not only low yields but a marked reduction in acreage as well, The barley and rye crops 

are smaller than estimated a year ago, but unlike oats are much above average as a result of sharp increases in acreage. 


FORAGE CROPS FAVORED: The season has favored the growth of grasses and legumes. This year’s all hay yield is expected to be 

only two-hundredths of a ton less than last year's record high, and the production of all hay at 4.9 million 
tons is only 3 percent smaller than the 1956 crop. Wet weather delays in putting up hay in the spring have resulted in comparable 
Sate subsequent cuttings. New seedings have made exceptional fou and will contribute more than usual to the year's produc- 
tion of hay. 


UNITED STATES 


Further gains in total crop prospects during August are helping make 1957 production the third largest of record. Feed crops are good 
over much of the Nation outside of an eastern drought belt which widened during the month. Cotton and oilseed totals look larger as 
the season moves ahead and forage is plentiful in most areas. Late planted crops in central locations made rather slow progress 
toward maturity and away from danger of early killing frosts. 


Crops with important August prospect gains include cotton, sorghum 
grain, com and soybeans, Advancing harvest also supports sizeable to FEED CROP PROSPECTS* 
Sept. 1, 1957 


relatively small increases in estimates for spring wheat, rice, hay, 
peanuts, tobacco, dry peas, sugar cane and sugar beets. These gains 
considerably outweigh a heavy loss in flax and small decreases in esti- 
mates for barley, oats, potatoes, fruits, and vegetables. The index 

of all crop production moves to 105, exceeded only in 1956 and in 1948. 
The all crop yield per acre index at 126 moves ahead of last year's 
previous record. 


Corn improved in yield prospects in several important areas in August 
despite need for more warm weather to produce dry corn in many late 
planted Corn Belt fields. Although the 3.2 billion bushel crop ranks se 
seventh in size, it is exceeded to a large extent only by 1956 and 1948, (55) co0d to excellent 


Western Corn Belt States except Kansas had considerable rainfall which )— pied! 


boosted expected yields, Prospects decreased sharply in several east- BB Very poor 5 ats ntponreD a 

em and southern states largely because of drought damage. 

Soybeans now promise a 459 million bushel record crop after favorable 
development in pee eating phy stag states. Yield eyeteuee are not 
up to last year's and the lateness of the crop may prolong harvest more 

than usual. Most late plantings, however, have good chance of reach- ¥ ALD aleh ch dell dda fale 
ing maturity. 


Estimates for corn, oats, barley, and sorghum grain - the feed grains 
now total nearly 135 million tons, about 4 percent more than last 
year. The maps comparing reporters’ views of feed crops in their 
localities, confirm this national abundance but also highlight areas 
where corn and other feed crops are late and where drought fortunes 
changed for better or for worse compared with last year, Th BeoTHE 
sorghum grain crop in the Great Plains is ares ati ee RAROE d 
crop outlook for 1957. oe 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT ~ OCTOBER 1, 1957 


Illinois' crap prospects showed continued improvement during the past month, The 
current forecast of both corn and soybeans is more than ten percent larger than that re- 
ported a month ago. September weather was generally favorable for conditioning Illinois' 
fall crops for harvest, although frost, near the end of the month, nipped a limited acreage 
of late corn and soybeans in scattered localities, mainly in the northern quarter of the 
State. It was too dry for grass crops and fall sown grains. Pasture condition declined, 
seed bed preparation became increasingly difficult, and recent fall seedings were slowin 
germinating, 


The indicated corn yield at 60 bushels per acre is 8 bushels less than the record high 
last year, but 6,5 bushels above the 1946-55 average. The total crop of 497 million bushels 
is 102 million less than last year's record, but 15 million bushels above average, Beyond 
the small acreage damaged by frost in September there remains only a small segment of 
corn still susceptible to injury, most of it in southern Illinois, A few fields of early corn 
have been cribbed, but picking has been confined largely to harvesting corn for immediate 
feeding and seed corn, 


Soybeans are expected to make 25,5 bushels per acre, 3 bushels below last year's 
record high, but 2.5 bushels above average. Total production, amounting to 130 million 
bushels, is 3 percent less than last year but 53 percent above average, No more than 
five to ten percent of the soybeans are still immature and it now seems most unlikely that 
appreciable frost damage can occur, Combining has moved along at a terrific pace in re- 
cent days. The job is now about three-fourths done despite a slow start. This is near 
normal progress for this date, although several days behind last year's schedule, 


Estimated hay yield at 1.98 tons per acre is only two hundredths of a ton less than 
last year's record high. Total production of all hay at 4,9 million tons is only two per- 
cent smaller than the 1956 crop, Haying is still in progress but only in a very limited 
Way, With scattered fields of alfalfa still being harvested. 


Farm stocks of corn show a sharp increase from a year ago. A total of 46,6 million 
bushels of old corn was carried over as of October 1, compared with 19.9 million a year 
earlier and the average of 36,4 million bushels. Soybean stocks on farms are insignifi- 
cant as usual at this time, although ~ne-third more than a year ago and 22 percent above 
average. Oat and wheat stocks are down significantly from a year ago-stocks of oats on 
farms amount to 79 million bushels compared with 97 million bushels last year and the 
average of 104 million bushels, Farm stocks of wheat on October 1 were 5,3 million 
bushels, about 50 percent less than last year and 62 percent of average, 


U. S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service ® Illinois Department of Agriculture, Div, of Agr, Statistics 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1957 


CORN TOPS 500 MILLION BUSHELS: Illinois is expected to produce a 513 million bushel corn 

crop, 14 percent smaller than last year's production, but 
seven percent larger than the 1946-55 average, according to the Crop Reporting Service of 
the Illinois and U, S, Departments of Agriculture, Soybean production, amounting to 130 
million bushels, is 53 percent larger than average and the second largest of record, being 
three percent smaller than the 1956 crop, This year's yields per acre for corn and soy- 
beans have been exceeded only once previously, The present corn yield estimate is up two 
bushels from the October 1 estimate, while the soybean yield is unchanged. However, both 
are substantially larger than preharvest expectations, Late October rains interfered with 
the conditioning of corn, but provided much needed moisture for growing crops, New legume 
seedings and fall sown grain are in excellent condition to enter the winter dormant period. 
Pasture condition is well above average for this time of year, 


CORN YIELD SECOND LARGFST: The corn yield forecast, placed at 62 bushels per acre, is six 
bushels less than last year's all-time high, but 8.5 bushels 

larger than average and the second highest on record, This year's crop is the sixth to ex- 
ceed 500 million bushels, Following a late start, corn picking has progressed slowly be- 
cause of poor drying weather. Although much of the crop carries too much moisture for safe 
cribbing, about one third was picked by the end of October and it seemed apparent to crop 
correspondents that the outturn was going to be significantly larger than had been counted 
on a month ago, Scattered fields were caught by frost before fully mature, but Statewide 
losses were moderate and much smaller than anticipated on the basis of extensive planting 
delays, 


SOYBEAN YIELD EXCEEDED ONLY ONCE: A soybean yield of 25,5 bushels per acre is indicated, 

This has been twice equalled, in 1949 and 1951, but has 
been exceeded only once - by last year's record high of 28,5 bushels per acre, Soybean har- 
vest benefitted from predominantly clear weather in late September and early October and 
moved along in accord with normal schedule despite some delay in getting started, Most of 
the crop was harvested before wet weather set in in late October, and by November 1, only a 
few very late plantings remained to be combined, 


UNITED STATES 


Cool, wet weather stalled October harvest of late 
crops in many areas but failed to cut expected to-~ 
tal overall output. The 1957 outcome is still 
expected to equal any previous year, Corn and sor- 
ghum grain need some stretches of drying weather in 
many sections to ready them for safe storage but 
given that help promise even higher outturn than 
formerly expected, The 3,3 billion bushel corn 
crop is third largest of record with a new National 
record yield per acre widely supported in the Wes- 
tern Corn Belt, The sorghum grain crop of 527 
million bushels moved up 2 percent in October to an 
all time peak, A much larger part of both corn and 
sorghum grain was still in the field on November 1 

than last year or usual, Counting the large corn : yaa Aton Wowie 
crop and record out-put of sorghum grain with the i 
average oats crop and large barley crop already in 
bins, gives a feed grain total of nearly 140 ml- 
lion tons, 4 percent larger than the old champion 
1948 and 8 percent more than produced last year, 
Soybean harvest moved swiftly to near completion 
in some main producing areas before being caught by 
October rains and high humidity. The total of 491 
million bushels now estimated represents a slight 
increase from gains in several States, Most plant- 
ings matured before freeze, Much acreage still re- 
mains for harvest in Minnesota, Iowa, and in South 
Atlantic and South Central areas, 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 
As Dercentage of “Normal” 
195 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1958 


January 1 stocks of feed grains on Illinois farms are appreciably smaller than 
those of a year earlier, although much larger than the 1947-56 average for that date. 
Current stocks include a small fraction not yet harvested, most of it in south-eastern 
counties where soggy fields made difficult the movement of mechanized equipment. Ex- 
cess moisture in corn is a continuing problem on many farms in most areas. Some has 
been dryed artificially and growers will feed as much as possible this winter. However, 
a prolonged dry period is needed to eliminate all possibility of spoilage when warm weath- 
er arrives in the spring. Hay stocks are the largest of record for this date, due in con- 
siderable part to mild open weather, which has permitted maximum grazing of stalk fields 
and other pasture. Fall sown grains are short but stands are good and there has beena 
minimum of damage due to weather. 


A total of 424 million bushels of corn were held on farms as of January l, six 
percent less than a year earlier, but otherwise the largest holdings of record for that 
date. Farm stocks of oats amounting to 70 million bushels were nine million bushels 
below those of a year ago and the smallest January 1 total since 1945. Soybean stocks 
totaled to 53 million bushels which is a record high. Growers have carried an unusually 
large fraction of last year's near record crop into the new year. Current wheat stocks 
include only 3.7 million bushels, nearly a fourth smaller than January 1 stocks last year 
and only two thirds as large as the ten year average. 


Farm wage rates in Illinois were at a seasonal low in December, but were about 
one percent above the same time last year. The highest rates paid were in the Northeast 
District where farmers were paying about 50 percent more for hourly labor than those in 
Southern districts. The percentage of farms reporting hired workers was greatest in the 
Western districts. 


The most commonly reported hiring arrangements were by the month with house 
and by the hour without board or room. The monthly rate with house rose from $181.00 
in December 1956 to $184. 00 in December 1957, but was $2. 00 below the July and October 
1957 rate. The hourly rate without board or room increased from $1.06 in December 
1956 to $1.07 in December 1957. 


A composite hourly rate including all hiring arrangements increased about one and 
one-half cents from December 1956 to December 1957. This composite rate shows a 38% 
increase in the past ten years from $.62 in December 1947 to $.85 in December 1957. 


UNITED STATES: Warm and wet weather during much of the past month in extensive 

areas caused further delay in harvest of remaining portions of several 
crops. Winter grains generally thrived and livestock prospered in the mild weather which, 
however, was not favorable for storage of feed grains carrying excess moisture. 


. Stocks of feed grains on farms January 1 were about an eighth larger than a year 
earlier and more than a fifth larger than the 1947-56 average. Stocks of corn were up 5 
percent from the 1957 level, oats up 21 percent, barley up 29 percent and sorghum grain 
on farms more than trebled. Record feed grain production in 1957 was followed by gener- 
ally mild winter weather with little snow which has favored easy keeping of livestock and 
full use of pasture and crop field cleanup except where fields were too wet. Reporters in 
a number of leading Corn Belt States express concern over the keeping quality of some 
high moisture corn. Need for heavy use of moist corn and sorghum grain before spring 
prompts heavy feeding, and heightens the already strong demand for feeder livestock. 


Wheat farm stocks were slightly smaller on January 1 than last year and lowest since 
1941. Rye stocks were more than a third larger than last year. Soybean stocks on farms 
were about an eighth above last year and largest ever for the date after the record 1957 
production and late harvest in some sections. Flaxseed stocks on farms reflect last year's 
small crop and were less than half a year earlier and second smallest of record. 


Farmers started 1958 with largest hay stocks ever held at this point of the winter 
feeding season. Hay production in 1957 was record large and pastures during growing 
months over the Nation averaged best in several years. 


. 
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CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1958 


ILLINOIS: A wheat crop of 49.9 million bushels is indicated currently, compared with last 
year's crop of 37,1 million bushels, and the 1947-56 average of 43, 4 million, 
Wide variations in acreage and yield during the last decade have resulted in comparable fluc~ 
tuations in production, which has ranged from a low of 27,6 million bushels in 1950 to a high 
of 60.9 million bushels in 1956. Top growth on much of this year's wheat acreage was brown 
at winter's end, but there was little or no evidence of damage to crown or root structure, 
Stands generally were excellent. Most fields in central and northern areas responded quickly 
to increasing sunshine and warming temperatures, Southward predominately cloudy wet weath- 
er in recent weeks, retarded development and introduced an element of doubt as to the out-~- 
come of some of the fields with tight subsoils and imperfect surface drainage, 

Field work has moved along at a rapid pace in central and northern Illinois where rain- 
fall has been light, but has remained at a near standstill in many southern counties, due to 
wet soil conditions. Few oats have been sown in the latter area, although the job is nearly 
done in many northern communities and for the State as a whole, is ahead of normal schedule. 
Plowing also is in advanced stage northward but statewide progress is a little short of average 
because of delays in the South, 

Farm stocks of corn, amounting to 291 million bushels, are substantially smaller than 
last year at this time when farmers held a record total of 334 million bushels, However, the 
current total is much above the average of 236 million bushels, The volume of corn which dis- 
appeared from farms during the past quarter is the fourth largest in three decades, Much of 
the corn has been high in moisture, which has encouraged heavy feeding and rapid selling to 
avoid spoilage when warm weather arrives. Oats stocks of 34,3 million bushels are the small- 
est since 1948, Soybean stocks, at 30,4 million bushels, have been exceeded only once previ- 
ously despite a record disappearance during the last three months. Wheat stocks are estimatec 
to be 1,5 million bushels, slightly lower than those of a year ago and much below the ten-year 
average of 3.9 million bushels, 

GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1958, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop; Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 


: Average : Average : 
1947-56 1957 1958 1947-56 . 1957 1958 

~ ILLINOIS 

| Corn for grain 50.4 58 57 2555003 334, 333 291,037 
W heat SP FoR) 4,0 3,925 1,522 1, 486 
Oats Sapo) 28 32 45,470 40, 230 34, 332 
Barley 19.6 19 26 293 978 897 
Rye 10.7 13 10 110 168 "4 
Soybeans y SY Pe) 25 24 15,005 33,124 30, 441 

UNITED STATES 

Corn for grain 48.2 5 ao 54.7 1,365,834 1,620,.950~.1,.672, 718 
W heat rAUPae) 16.6 18.6 224,608 166,644 176, 246 
Oats 37.4 Rw 41,5 495,755 414,957 542,592 
Barley 28.9 ra. pe 34,2 84,995 105, 813 149, 199 
Rye 21.4 20.9 29.2 4,934 4,415 7, 747 
Soybeans 19.4 25505 24.2 5359750 114,677 116, 152 


Corn and soybean Stocks on Farms, lllinois by Crop Reporting Districts, April 1,1957 & '58 


Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 


ee ENDO cg Neely Slater. isa. Bayo WaSy Welk. O.Es 2 0S. Ws Soke 
Corn =Thousand Bushels- 
1957 57,151 46,285 SOF1OO7ES1, Ode Ta) 221 9 939,520 91 35,'684"' 110,070 °©'9, 616 
1958 53,014 43,987 81526 499 46;-741) 8469963 9 327140- 122,720" ~ 7,082" 7,126 
Soybeans 
1957 997 "2; 922 a, Ft "Aro0l © RIG 2h. 6 S642 54946 1,459 506 
"ss type 734 2,524 2st, YEP Se WBE GS 6752420 od, 3:75 1,418 522 
Oa 
| 1957 10,587. 9,679 SiO On 45 SO he eg LOO APT 0B hy EMR A 0 yj 1, 450 bal 
1958 1H 1: Neate TA ie cP LA Pe Fr MO AP 3 Lg339 1,170 B31 139 
J. A. Ewing Burton R, Miller 
_ Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
-OVER-= 
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May 12, 1958 
CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1958 


ILLINOIS: Illinois' crop prospects generally are bright, although persistently wet weather 

in the lower third of the State has made it impossible to work ground with tight 
subsoils, much of the time in recent weeks. Plowing for corn and soybeans is virtually 
completed in important central and northern areas, but only a fraction of the job is done in 
the two southernmost districts, In mid-State and northward where rainfall has tended to be 
light all spring, planting has started to get under way in volume in recent days, with the 
principal emphasis on corn at this stage. Oat seeding in this area, which accounts for 
roughly 90 percent of the State's acreage, was completed somewhat earlier than usual. 
Stands are excellent although top growth has been a bit slow. Southward seeding was de~ 
layed to the extent that the acreage sown was substantially smaller than intended. Pros- 
pects for fall sown oats are poor, winter losses having been severe, 


The wheat outlook is good in all areas, A crop of 51 million bushels is now indicated 
compared with last year's disappointing production of 37 million bushels and the 1947-56 av- 
erage of 43 million bushels, Scattered spots in the South show a little damage from being 
wet for too long a time, but outright abandonment of acreage has been very light. Stands 
are heavy and color good, although the crop is a little shy of normal advancement. Warm 
clear weather is the thing now needed in southern counties, for wheat as well as for getting 
field work under way. 


Permanent pastures have been somewhat retarded in the drier areas of Northern 
Illinois, but have improved much elsewhere. Rotation pastures and hay meadows look ex-~ 
ceptionally promising generally, 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report - Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 


ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop > Average : > Indicated : Average : > Indicated 
Ne iu aol be OE Be whet A2-BOiai aoe te ye cl OBS 


Winter Wheat 


Acres for harvest 1,688 1, 769 1, 769 45,196 31,613 42,125 
Yield per acre 25.6 21.0 29.0 18.9 22.4 24, 0 
Production, bu. 43,370 37, 149 51,301 849,604 707,201 1,009, 754 
Rye condition 91 92 92 86 88 92 
All hay condition 84 91 90 84 88 90 
Pasture condition 83 92 88 80 85 89 


Hay stocks on farms 
% of previous year's 


crop 18.6 20.0 21.0 14.7 16y3 2108 
Tons 801 1,015 1,052 1633258 17,683 26, 481 
ce re ee NL eS F800 TES EOD | 60, S61 
————————— eee 


UNITED STATES: A large wheat crop and excellent hay and forage crops are early stand- 

outs among 1958 crop prospects. Corn, oats, sorghums and soybeans 
are among other crops which advance toward main planting or growth periods in heaviest 
producing areas with favorable prospects. A cool April, wet and stormy in extensive sec~ 
tions, held back farming operations and plant growth over much of the Nation but without 
decisive effects for most crops. Cotton and corn planting was stalled through much of the 
South and in some sections may finish extremely late. Wheat growth throughout the Plains 
continued its excellent showing under the cool weather and many backward plantings else- 
where showed improvement, Rye condition averages the best in most reporters! memory, 
Spring small grain seedings moved ahead to near completion in many North Central areas 
and are well advanced in the Northern Plains, Fruits had only limited April cold rever ses; 
Southern peaches have the best May prospects in years. Vegetable crops and potatoes gained 
in leading early areas, Grazing and hay crop prospects nationally average the best in over 
30 years, 


The winter wheat crop throughout much of the Great Plains looks ''the best ever" to ex- 
perienced reporters as fields wave with lusty growth, New high per acre yields seem almost 
assured on many fields, However, the heavy stands must finish to harvest without serious 


-Overe- 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE ® ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1958 ror 


1 1B) 


Illinois' crop outlook has improved generally, thanks to a favorable turn in,.weather. 
The long wet spell in southern counties finally broke in mid-May, giving growers their 
first extended opportunity for field work. At the same time substantial showers made a 
start toward offsetting a large cumulative rainfall deficiency in central and northern areas. 
Timely planting of corn has been accomplished in all but a few communities mainly in the 
lower end of the State, and soybean planting is nearing completion, All growing crops 
have responded to increasingly favorable growing conditions, 

A winter wheat crop of 58 million bushels is indicated, a third larger than average 
and the fourth largest since 1919, Development of the wheat crop evidently is near average 
at this time, despite its appearance of retarded progress earlier in the season. Nearly 
all has headed and much of it is in or beyond bloom stage. Excellent stands are common- 
place and about the only significantly adverse element apparent at present is loose smut. 
Fairly heavy incidence of this disease is evident in scattered communities of southern 
Illinois, It seems unlikely, in view of the late date, that other diseases can have an appre- 
ciable effect on this year's wheat crop. 

Pawnee, a hard winter wheat, is the leading variety grown on farms of Illinois crop 
correspondents and accounts for nearly two-fifths of the acreage. Pawnee was first distri- 
buted in the fall of 1942 in Nebraska and from the beginning increased in popularity with 
Illinois crop reporters until 1955 when it accounted for about one-half of the acreage.Other 
hard varieties accounting for more than one-half of one percent of the total are Triumph, 
Ponca, and Westar, Turkey, the leading variety during the decade of the twenties now ac- 
counts for only one-tenth of one percent of the acreage. Knox, the second most popular 
variety being grown in 1958 is a soft wheat released from Purdue in 1953, It has increased 
rapidly in popularity and is now grown on almost one-third of the acreage. Dual, a rela- 
tively new variety of soft wheat, was released in 1955 and now accounts for about 11 per- 
cent of the acreage grown, Vermilion, a soft wheat having the same parentage as Knox, 
but more winter hardiness, became one of the 10 leading varieties this year and accounts 
for three percent of the total acreage of wheat. Vermilion was released by Purdue in 1955 
and in 1957 made up only about one percent of the total wheat acreage. Other soft wheats 
in the ten leading varieties are Seneca, Royal, and Thorne, Royal was grown on about one- 
fifth of the acreage in 1951 and 1952 but has since declined to only one percent in 1958, 
Fultz, the leading soft wheat grown during the twenties and early thirties now makes up only 
two-tenths of one percent of the total. Other varieties making up two-tenths percent or more 
of the total are Vigo, Kawvale, Butler, and Prairie, 

Oats have been heading short in some of the drier areas of northern Illinois but the 
outlook is expected to improve as a result of recent showers, Clintland and Nemaha are 
the leading oats varieties grown by Illinois crop correspondents. Clinton, the leading 
variety for many years, dropped to fourth place. Newton moved into third place, after 
first appearing as a significant proportion of the acreage in 1957. Clarion, in fourth place 
last year, moved to sixth and Bonham moved into fifth, These six varieties accounted for 
88 percent of the total acreage, 

Legume stands are exceptionally good but first growth has been limited by dry soil 
conditions in some central and northern areas, Both pastures and hay meadows should 
improve substantially under the increasingly favorable growing conditions which have pre- 
vailed recently, This will be reflected primarily in second growth since first cutting of 
alfalfa and clover has been under way for some time. 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 


Bios : __ ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
s:Ave1947%56: 1957 : 1958 <Av. 1947-56: 1957 : 1958 

Winter Wheat- 

Acres for harvest (000) 1,688 1, 769 1, 769 45,196 31,613 42,125 

Yield per acre, bu, 25.6 2i1 £10 B30 18.9 22.4 25.4 

Production, bu. (000) 43,370 37, 149 58,377 849,604 707,201 1,068,696 
All Hay = Condition, % 85 90 86 84 88 86 
Pasture - Condition, % 88 94 88 83 88 88 
Peaches~Production, bu. (000) 1,346 670 1,100 62,974 62,335 74, 487 
Pears=Production, bu, (000) 166 115 110 29,828 31,676 28, 338 
ee ee a ee 

J. A. Ewing Burton R, Miller 

Agricultural Statistician In Charge aucnarier th Agricultural Statistician 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE #* ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT ~ JULY 1, 1958 


Illinois’ overall crop outlook is substantially better than average, despite extremes in weather which have resulted in 
serious losses to scattered individuals and, throughout the spring, introduced elements of doubt as to outcome in many areas, 
Prospective yields of most crops are well above average, and this year's harvested acreage is expected to be about one percent 
larger than last year's total, 


Conditions Favorable for Small Grains 


Spring grain seedings were completed at an early date in central and northern areas, which account for most of the 
acreage of crops in this category, although wet weather delays resulted in sharp reduction southward, Winter loss of fall sown 
wheat was light and the crop started the season in good condition, Dry weather retarded small grain development for a time in 
northern counties but this situation was corrected and southern counties have had ample moisture at all times, Damage by disease 
a atm has been light and most small grains are ripe or ripening, Harvest has progressed slowly because of damp grain and 
soft fields, 


Early Planting 


Corn and soybean plantings were completed in good time in most areas, There were some wet weather delays in the 
lower third of the State, but elsewhere the job was completed sooner than usual, Although floods have taken out several thousand 
acres of bottom lands and ponding has occurred widely, the loss compared to statewide acreage for harvest is relatively minor, 
Because of dry weather following planting in the North and moderate wet weather delays in planting southward, the corn crop is 
not quite as far along as usual, Soybeans, which normally are planted a little later than corn, are near average stage of develop- 
ment for this date, 


Corn Crop Smaller Than Last Year 
A corn crop of 516 million bushels is indicated, compared with 530 million last year and the 1947-56 average of 491 
million bushels, The current yield forecast of 60 bushels per acre is 5,3 bushels larger than average, but 4 bushels smaller than 
the 1957 yield, which more than offsets a four percent increase over last year in harvested acreage, 
Increase in Soybeans 
Growers of soybeans expect to harvest 5,2 million acres for beans this year compared to 5,0 million last year, and the 
10-year average of 3,9 million acres, The yield outlook appears to be good at this time, but no forecast is available, The initial 
yield and production forecast will be released with the August crop report, 
Near Record Oat Yield 
A total of 133 million bushels of oats is expected to be produced, 24 percent greater than last year, although 7 percent 
smaller than average, The indicated yield of 51 bushels per acre has been exceeded only once, This year's acreage for harvest 
is 5 percent smaller than last year and 23 percent smaller than average, 
Large Wheat Crop 


The wheat production forecast of 54,3 million bushels is 46 percent larger than last year's disappointing crop and 25 per- 
cent larger than average, This year's harvested acreage is down one percent from last year, but the yield outlook is nearly half 
again larger, 


A hay crop 4,7 million tons is indicated, compared with 5,0 million last year, and the ten-year average of 4,5 million 
tons, The acreage of clover hay has been increased but acres in alfalfa are down sharply, 


J. A. Ewing Burton R, Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE ee 


CROPS & 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1958 


Illinois prospects for corn, soybeans, wheat, and oats are up from last year's pro- 
duction and with the exception of oats are also above the 1947-56 average production, 
The 1958 hay crop is short of a year ago but above average. Corn and soybeans are 
growing rapidly and their general condition remains above last year and average. 
The 1958 season has been the most adverse for harvesting small grains since the 
combine displaced the threshing machine, Wet weather from late June through July 
so delayed combining that many growers suffered heavy field losses particularly in 
quality. Loss of hay was also heavy in this period. 


Corn Production Prospects Exceeded Only in 1948 and 1956 


Present indications point to a corn crop of 551 million bushels, which would be ex- 
ceeded only by production in 1948 and 1956. This year's production is about 4 per- 
cent above the 1957 crop and 12 percent above the 10-year average, The indicated 
yield of 64,0 bushels per acre is the same as a year ago, but 7.3 bushels above 


average, 
Soybean Production May Reach a Record High 


The prospective soybean production of 140 million bushels is about 8 million bushels 
above the previous record established in 1956 and exceeds last year's production by 
13 million bushels, This year's record production is due almost entirely to an acre- 
age increase, as present yield indications point to a yield of 27.0 bushels 1.5 bushels 
above last year. 


Wheat Crop 17 Million Bushels Above Last Year 


The 1958 wheat crop is now estimated at 54 million bushels, compared to 37 million 
bushels last year and the average of 43 million bushels, The yield of 31.0 bushels 
per acre is 10 bushels above the yield a year ago and 4,6 bushels above the 10-year 
average. The crop matured under favorable conditions but prolonged wet weather at 
combining time reduced the yield moderately and lowered quality greatly. 


Oat Yield Exceeded Only in 1955 


This year's oat yield is now estimated at 52.0 bushels per acre, only 4 bushels less 
than the record of 56.0 bushels set in 1955, but 13 bushels above a year ago. Oat 
production at 136 million bushels is 29 million above last year's production, but 6 mil- 
lion bushels below average. Oats like wheat, matured under favorable conditions but 
quality particularly in the central part of the State was lowered by weathering in the 
field. Test weight, however, is above average. 


Hay Production Below Last Year 


A hay crop of 4,8 million tons is now indicated, compared with 5.0 million tons last 
year and the average of 4.5 million tons. Damp weather in late June and July re- 
sulted in some loss of hay cut during that period and lower quality is general. Pas- 
ture condition on August | at 96 percent was the highest on record with the exception 
of the 99 percent condition reported in 1915, 


UNITED STATES 


Gains in yield prospects for most crops during July now seem likely to make 1958 

by far the Nation's biggest crop year. Losses from too much rain have reduced yield 
and quality in some sections, without matching the widespread advantage of general 
freedom from July drought or damage from excessive heat. Crop growth continued 
slow in July and grain harvest made slower than normal progress in most areas. 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


en UF S§ 


September 12, 1958 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 


SEP 1% 


ILEINOIS GROP REPORT = SEPTEMBER 1, 1958 


AUGUST FAVORABLE FOR CROPS:  I1linois' prospective crop production edged upward during the past month; with current 

estimates of most major crops now moderately larger than August 1 forecasts. August was 
not only favorable for growing crops, but also the most favorable period of the season for field work, which included completion 
of small grain harvest, haying, and fall plowing. 


CORN CROP SECOND LARGEST: The indicated corn crop of 568 million bushels has been exceeded only once previously ~ by 

the 1956 bumper crop of 592 million bushels, Last year Illinois produced 530 million bushels, 
and the 1947-56 average production was 491 million bushels, Current indications forecast a yield of 66 bushels per acre, eleven 
bushels larger than average and only two bushels below the 1956 record high. The crop is a bit late, but little or no frost damage 
is anticipated if the first killing frosts hold off to near normal dates. A substantial acreage in the northern quarter of the State 
would be hurt in varying degree by an early frost. 


RECORD SOYBEAN CROP: AA total of 143 million bushels of soybeans is expected to be produced, ten million more than the pre- 

vious record crop produced in 1956. The indicated yield of 27.5 bushels per acre is four bushels larger 
than average, and one bushel short of the record high, Statewide, the crop is later than usual, but even the late end involves no 
serious risk of frost damage. A few early fields were combined at the end of August, and increasing numbers in recent days, but 
harvest in volume in all areas isn't expected until well after mid-month, 


NEAR AVERAGE OAT CROP: Current indications point to an oat crop 
of 138 million bushels, compared to last PASTURE CONDITION, ILLINOIS 


year's crop of 107 million, and the ten-year average of 143 million. PERCENT 

This year's indicated yield, at 53 bushels per acre is eleven bushels 

larger than average, and only three bushels below the 1955 record high 100 

of 56 bushels per acre. However, this year's harvested acreage is be- 

lieved to be little more than three-fourths as large as average and the 90 

smallest in 75 years. Harvest was finished shortly after mid-August, 

having extended over a substantially longer period than usual, Some of 80 

the/crop was, much discolored by having weathered overlong, but test-. << j= | 4.) me wieoeweh .. “Seo 


weights were satisfactory and quality on the whole was decidedly better 70/- 
than that of the 1957 crop. 


FORAGE CROPS FAVORED: Hay production, amounting to 5.0 million 

tons, is a fraction of one percent smaller 
than the 1957 crop, but 12 percent larger than average. New seedings 
as well as late cuttings from old meadows have provided a larger tonnage 
than usual, Pastures have been exceptionally good for this time of year. 
Condition of pastures as of September 1 was reported to be 96 percent of 
normal, the second highest of record for that date. 


1947-58 me 
1957 eevee 
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eee 1 epee Se 
Apr. May June July Aug. Sept 


UNITED STATES 


Present estimates show a continuing increase in crop production which in total far exceeds anything yet reached by American 
agriculture. Late maturing crops generally developed favorably during August even though heat and drought invaded parts of the 
West and cool, dry periods retarded maturity of some crops in some North Central sections, 


Crops with major acreages made gains in August which range from slight to spectacular, bringing several crops to record or near- 
record production and to new peaks in per acre yields, Among the leading crops of corm, cotton, soybeans, barley, oats, hay, 
spring wheat, and sorghum grain all but cotton and oats have record or near-record production prospects and all but hay are esti- 
mated at record per acre yields, Gains over the previous month's estimates were relatively largest for sorghum grain, barley, oats, 
spring wheat, soybeans, cotton and peanuts but smaJler increases also were made by potatoes, tobacco, flaxseed, dry beans and 
apples. Pastures over much of the Nation continued in high production and livestock gains and milk production were well supported 
even though dry areas increased, especially in the West, 


Feed grain production now seems likely to surpass last year's record by nearly 6 percent, Corn made rather slow progress toward 
maturity because of drought or cool weather in some northern areas, especially in parts of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Ohio and 
some fields could be badly hurt by frost. Substantial progress in other leading Corn Belt areas and the excellent crop through the 
South and much of the East, however, point to a 3.6 billion bushel crop virtually matching the long-standing record set in 1948, 
Sorghum grain is having its best year throughout leading Great Plains areas with record per acre yields in prospect pushing produc- 
tion well beyond last year's previous standout crop from a larger acreage. Oats and barley had cool, slow maturing weather in 
leading late sections, The weather helped establish record national per acre yields for both crops and record production for barley 
even though California's outturn was less than last year's record, Some growers in North Central States report their oats and barley 
tests weights per bushel much above usual, 


Climbing indexes of production and yield reflect the impact of the August changes. The "all crop" production based on 59 crops 
rises to 116 compared with 113 a month earlier and the former high of 106 reached in three other years. The index of per acre 
yields based on 28 crops now reaches a record 141, This is a four point increase over August 1 and is far higher than last year's 
126 or any other year. The years 1947 through 1949 are counted as 100, Gains during August were especially important for feed 
grains and for oilbearing crops. 


Soybeans started well this spring on a record large acreage and are now expected to reach a new production peak of 561 million 
bushels, Although cool weather slowed maturity to somewhat later than usual in some sections, August progress generally was ex- 
tremely favorable and record yields are expected in most leading areas, The cotton crop flourished generally, It gained nearly 
five percent in yield and prospects for both lint and seed, 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = OCTOBER 1, 1958 


JPRRIBRARY OF 
CT 16 1958 


October 18, 1958 


y 


Illinois’ crop prospects edged upward during the past month, Both corn and soybean yield forecasts now equal their respective 
all-time record highs, Premature freezing temperatures in early October adversely affected a small fraction of the corn crop, mostly 
in the extreme North and scattered areas in the South, Damage was light generally, because most of the immature corn was in late 
dent stage, Virtually all can be fed out before spoilage occurs and the aggregate effect on statewide output is believed to have been 
negligible, The overall effect on soybean production is thought to have been practically nil, 

Field work has moved along at a rapid clip with only scattered brief interruptions, Soybean combining is moving into the home- 
stretch--a little ahead of last year's schedule but a few days later than usual, Corn picking is just well underway at least a week later 
than average and at about the same stage as last year's harvest at this date, Near average progress in fall grain seeding is evident, 
with well over half of the intended wheat acreage sown thus far, 


Corn Yield at Record Level; 


Record Soybean Crop: 


YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1957 and 1958 1/ 


istrict 3 
and 
State 


Northwest 
Northeast 


East 

W, Southwest 

E, Southeast 

Southwest 

Southeast 
STATE 


Northwest 

Northeast 

West 

Central 

East 

W, Southwest 

E, Southeast 

Southwest 

Southeast 
STATE 


Northwest 

Northeast 

West 

Central 

East 

W, Southwest 

E, Southeast 

Southwest 

Southeast 
STATE 


1/ Preliminary estimates as of October 1, 1958, 


J. A. 


The indicated corn yield at 68,0 bushels per acre is the same as the record high of 1956, and 13,3 


bushels above the 1947-56 average, The total crop of 585 million bushels is 7 million less than the 
1956 record, because of a moderately smaller acreage, but 95 million bushels above average, 


Soybeans are expected to make 28,5 bushels per acre, the same as the record high of 1956 and 5,1 bushels 
above average, Total production, amounting to 148 million bushels, a new record high, is 17 percent 
larger than last year, and 62 percent above average, 


Forage Crops Excellent: Production of all hay at 5,0 million tons is only 2 percent smaller than the record 1956 crop, Late cuttings, 
extending into September were exceptionally good, Pastures, in near record condition for this season of the 
year, have supplied much forage, in sharp contrast with last year when many livestock raisers started feeding hay in August, 


Small Farm Carryover of Corn: Farm stocks of corn are only half as large as those of a year ago, A total of 23,0 million bushels of 
old corn was carried over as of October 1, compared with 46,1 million a year earlier and the average 
of 37,5 million bushels, October 1 stocks of old soybeans on farms are insignificant as usual, Oats and wheat stocks are up sharply 
from a year ago, Stocks of oats amount to 101 million bushels compared with 80 million bushels last year and the average of 103 
million bushels, Farm stocks of wheat on October 1 were 10,9 million bushels, almost double those of last year and 19 percent 
above average for this date, 


- Stocks on Farms, october 1, (thousand bushels) 


orn 

1957 1958 

15 17 

68 70 

65 13 

72 15 

68 71 

58 69 

49 56 

41 AN 

4A 48 
64,0 68,0 

108, 698 110, 522 

719,619 80, 930 

52,499 61, 133 

80, 329 85,147 

15,587 80, 332 

54,777 69, 986 

43,543 55,493 

16, 806 20, 948 

17, 806 20, 785 

529, 664 585,276 

9,484 6, 504 

10, 809 4,998 

4,445 2,748 

3,502 2,124 

71,879 2,332 

4, 845 2, 085 

2,679 940 

1,176 108 

1, 296 543 

46,115 22,977 


Ewing 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge 


ats eat 
. 1951 1958 1957; 1968 
- Yield per harvested acre (bushels) - 
51 57 28 37 
41 59 27 41 
38 52 27 34 
32 53 25 36 
27 53 25 37 
27 46 19 36 
25 40 20 29 
24 28 18 25 
26 23 20 21 
39.0 53,0 21,0 31.0 


- Production (thousand bushels) - 


36, 660 38,593 
25, 839 28, 684 
10, 300 13, 600 
14, 767 22, 760 
11,555 20,495 
3, 388 7,199 
2,960 5, 440 
1,279 1,273 
541 445 
107, 289 138, 489 


28,113 30, 264 
21,118 22,779 
1,275 10,530 
10, 132 15, 137 
7,811 13, 631 
2,393 4, 002 
1, 972 3,402 
1, 162 986 
491 366 
80,467 101, 097 


- OVER - 


450 670 
185 1, 485 

3, 966 4, 684 

3,818 5, 785 

3, 283 5,174 

1,114 14,178 

8,127 11, 757 

5, 226 6,877 

3, 720 3,671 

37,149 54,281 


17 167 

89 353 
527 419 
435 689 
311 668 
664 2,675 
926 2,334 
2, 084 3,004 
459 547 
5,572 10, 856 


oybeans 

1957 1958 

30 30 

29 29 

26 30 

30 30 

29 29 

25 28 

22 26 

20 28 

19 23 
25.5 28.5 

4,514 4, 694 

9,198 11, 608 

10, 139 10, 972 

20,691 21,798 

25, 880 27,371 

22, 145 26, 058 

22,653 28, 423 

6, 341 10,497 

4,676 6,356 

126, 837 147, 772 

117 67 

190 150 

120 -- 

115 -- 

120 164 

662 381 


Burton R, Miller 
Agricultural Statistician 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1958 tat ; 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

FAVORABLE SEASON: All of Illinois’ major crops have made near record yields per acre this season. Corn and soybeans are 

expected to equal their previous record highs, Oats and hay yields appear to be the second largest of 
record and wheat third largest. The current season's composite yield is expected to be nearly equal that of 1956, which probably 
was the largest Illinois ever has known, The year brought disappointments to scattered growers, particularly in east central and 
southern counties because of ponding or overflow. However, these were far outweighed by generally good to excellent yields in 
almost all areas, October weather was exceptionally favorable for conditioning corn and soybeans for storage and for harvest 
operations. Both crops were of excellent quality. With rainfall much below average in recent weeks, soil moisture supplies 
dwindled, making fall plowing increasingly difficult and limiting vegetative growth. Nevertheless, fall seedings of grasses and 
legumes generally show good stands and adequate top growth. Pastures are about dormant although they are supplying more 
forage than usual for this date. 


CORN YIELD EQUALS RECORD HIGH: A corn crop of 585 million bushels is indicated, second only to the 1956 crop of 592 

million bushels. This compares with 530 million last year, and the 1947-56 average 
of 491 million bushels, The indicated yield of 68 bushels per acre equals the 1956 record high and is 13 bushels larger than the 
ten-year average. A few growers lost part or all of their acreage at the season's outset due to ponding or overflow, and disease, 
drouth, and excessive planting delays curbed yields in scattered instances. However, excellent yields have been commonplace 
-in most areas, and in many communities “phenomenal” is the only term which adequately describes this year's harvest returns. 
Picking is approaching completion ahead of normal schedule, despite a late start. 


SOYBEAN CROP LARGEST OF RECORD: Illinois produced 148 million bushels of soybeans this year, a new record high and a con- 

tinuation of the long uptrend in production, At 28.5 bushels per acre, this year's yield 
equals the all-time high established in 1956 and is 5 bushels larger than average. Only a few scattered fields remain to be com- 
bined, Although harvest was slow getting under way it moved along rapidly without interruption of consequence, and was virtually 
finished by the end of October, roughly ten days ahead of average, 


UNITED, STATES 


Harvest of late crops progressed swiftly under sunny October weather toward early finish of this record-breaking crop year. Harvest 

peak is now past in most States without unusual crop loss. Scarce rainfall in many Central and Western areas during October failed 
to balance soil moisture losses, which resulted in growth slowdown in pastures and fall seeded grains. Livestock continue to thrive 

on abundant field cleanup, record supplies of stored feed and forage, and much good fall pasturage in many sections, 


Crops are much more completely out of the fields and in safe storage than at this time last year when October was wet and cool. 
In the North, the record soybean crop is virtually all harvested and corn picking is well past the half-way mark, Central plains 
grain sorghum matured and dried fast during October and farmers pushed combining, remembering last year's troubles with damp 
grain and soggy fields. Weather also aided cotton, rice and fruit harvests in widely separated places and helped peanut threshing 
and harvest of soybeans and corn in the South, Excessive rains in some southern and eastern Texas areas soaked fields and swelled 
streams to flood stage while dry weather in South Atlantic States slowed progress of fall seeded crops. 


The general favorableness of 1958 crop outcome is clearly confirmed 
as the end of harvest nears. The maps summarizing reporters' ap- 
praisals of yield of "all crops" in their localities show that high yields YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 
of record levels are general, and mediocre to poor outcome is limited As Percontege of “Wormals: 
to fewer and smaller areas than in most years, 


Corn and sorghum grain crops are making a strong early finish, helped 
by a warm dry fall. The record 3, 786 million bushel corn crop gen- 
erally has matured well and moved swiftly to cribs with much less 
prospect of storage difficulty, other than finding crib space, than 
faced the 1957 crop. Dry and weak-shanked ears in many western 
corn-belt fields dropped easily requiring careful picker management, 
Corn picking by November 1 was well past half-way stage in most 
corm-belt States, The record corn and sorghum grain crops, plus 
record barley and above-average oats crops harvested earlier, add to 
a total Sy grain production almost 11 percent above the 1957 previ- 
ous record. 


Soybeans, estimated at 575 million bushels, are now mainly harvested 
with 1958 standing out in total acreage, record yield per acre and 
earliness and favorableness of harvest. Cotton, important oil seed 
producer in addition to its versatile fiber, gained slightly in a record 
per acre yield prospects as 63 percent of the estimated crop was ginned 


by November 1, well ahead of last year's slow progress. With flaxseed "ERE Fticeiee Seco a 
1957 


estimates unchanged from last month, oilseed tonnage increased 
slightly from the October record level. 


While 1958 crops were helped by dry harvest weather, winter wheat 
and other fall seedings throughout the Great Plains and some other 
areas began to look less outstanding than the lush growth of a year ago. 
Wheat in much of the High Plains of Texas and northward through 
Oklahoma and Kansas in early November needed more surface mois~ 
ture to settle soil and anchor roots to withstand grazing and hold against 
high winds, Although seedings in much of the West and parts of the 
Southeast need more rain, condition and prospects are generally good 
in New Mexico, Colorado, and most areas eastward from the Great 
Plains. 


Pastures in most areas on November 1 continued to furnish much feed 
in most areas with reported condition averaging highest of record for 
the date 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = JANUARY 1, 1959 


January 1 stocks of feed grains on Illinois farms are substantially larger than those 
of a year earlier and much larger than the 1948-57 average for that date. Current stocks 
include only an insignificant fraction not yet harvested, since nearly ideal fall weather 
encouraged early completion of harvest in practically all areas. Some of the corn first 
harvested carried excess moisture, but use of driers has increased and the bulk of the crop 
was of exceptionally high quality. Hay stocks are the largest of record for this date, due 
in considerable part to mild open weather, which has permitted maximum grazing of stalk 
fields and other pasture, 


A total of 452 million bushels of corn were held on farms as of January 1, eight per- 
cent more than a year earlier and the largest holdings of record for that date. Farm stocks 
of oats amounting to 84 million bushels were 18 million bushels larger than those of a year 
ago but about one million less than average. Soybean stocks totaled to 53 million bushels 
which is a record high, Current wheat stocks include 6.0 million bushels, 63 percent more 
than January 1 stocks last year but only 2 percent more than the ten-year average, 


Employment on Illinois farms neared the winter low with 46,000 fewer workers re-~ 
ported during the week of December 21-27, than during the corresponding week one month 
earlier, Farm employment in December totaled 220,000 persons, 17 percent below Novem-~ 
ber but 2 percent above December, 1957. Family workers which comprised 86 percent of 
all farm workers in December, declined 16 percent from November to 190,000 persons, 

This was 3 percent above that reported during the corresponding week in December a year 
ago. A total of 30,000 hired laborers were employed during the survey week, This repre- 
sented a decline of one-fourth from November and 3 percent fewer than reported in Decem~ 
ber, 1957, Average annual farm employment in Illinois during 1958 was 266,000 persons, 
the same as during 1957. Four-fifths were family workers and one-fifth were hired workers, 


The index of all farm wages in Illinois rose 1 percent on January 1, 1959 from a year 
earlier, Monthly wages averaged $188, 00 with a house furnished and $144, 00 with both 
board and room, Daily wages were reported at $8.80 without room and board and $7, 20 
with room and board furnished. The hourly wage was $1.08 without room or board, The 
composite rate paid for all hired farm labor was $,86 per hour, 1 percent above last year 
on January 1. Great variation exists in farm wages paid in different communities through- 
out the State. Wages varied from about 12 percent above the Illinois average in the northern 
one-fourth to about 20 percent below the Illinois average in the southern one~fourth of Illinois, 


UNITED STATES: Winter wheat progressed satisfactorily over most major producing areas, although it lacks the outstanding promise 
of last year at this time, Snow cover furnished some protection in most areas during the bitterest cold periods and 
provided welcome additional moisture, However, in parts of the northern Great Plains, extremely light or lacking snow cover makes 
the crop vulnerable to cold exposure and wind erosion, Some damage is apparent in parts of the Ohio River Valley, but permanent 
effect is thought to be light. In the Northwest, mild weather during the latter half of December dissipated the snow cover, and there 
is considerable apprehension of a sudden drop in temperatures, December moisture improved root systems in Kansas, but the crop is 
still generally shallow-rooted, In the southern Great Plains, dry surface soils have retarded both root and top growth, Varying amounts 
of snowfall at the end of the month will afford only temporary moisture relief in many sections, but were most welcome in protecting 
the crop from the sub-zero temperatures early in January, Dryness in the Southeast was relieved by substantial precipitation about mid- 
December and again at the end of the month, but a prolonged period of cool temperatures has retarded growth, 


Farm stocks of feed grains on January 1 were nearly one-tenth above last year and almost one=third more than the 1948-57 
average, following a record production of corn, sorghum grain and barley and a large oats crop, Mild weather and lack of snow cover 
in central areas during the latter half of December permitted extensive late gleaning of harvested fields by livestock and lightened the 
drain on stored feed supplies, Nearly ideal fall weather dried corn and sorghums rapidly for a fastemoving harvest, and keeping=quality 
is generally good in contrast to last year's high moisture storage problems, Food grains on farms were over one-half larger than last 
year and more than one-fourth above average, The record 1958 soybean crop moved from farms more rapidly than in 1957, but the 
new year started with an unequalled volume still farm stored--5 percent above the previous high in 1958, A record tonnage of hay 
was stored on farms at the beginning of 1959==-4 percent above the previous high of a year earlier, 


December brought several periods of open weather for completing harvest of minor remaining portions of late crops in 
southern areas, In the central Great Plains, mild temperatures during the last half of December permitted harvest of the few remnant 


grain fields, Weather hampered cleanup of a few remaining corn fields in the eastern Great Lakes Region, but the Nation's harvest, 
for the most part, was successfully finished, 
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CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1959 


ILLINOIS: A wheat crop of 54,1 million bushels is indicated currently, compared with 

last year's crop of 54,2 million and the 1948-57 average of 44,2 million 
bushels, Adverse weather has thinned stands in many areas, and ice and ponding have 
resulted in serious spot damage, especially in a belt extending across the lower mid- 
section of the State. Extensive losses were caused by flooding in parts of the Wabash 
and Kaskaskia bottoms, However, State-wide abandonment will be moderate according 
to present indications, The present yield forecast, at 30 bushels per acre is downa 
bushel from last year but five bushels larger than the 1948-57 average. Widespread 
adoption of improved varieties and increased use of chemical fertilizers have brought 
about a marked increase in wheat yield levels in recent years. In five of the last six 
years, yield per acre seeded has ranged from 28 to 37 bushels, while in all prior years 
23 bushels was the largest reported. The ultimate outcome of the crop hinges largely on 
developments from this point on. Plowup will be larger than now indicated if growers 
with thin stands are unwilling to gamble on recovery, 

Illinois farmers have made the most of only limited opportunities for field work, 
Although the soil has been too wet to work much of the time, oat seeding and plowing 
for corn and soybeans are only a few days behind normal progress for this date. Very 
little has been done in the extreme North, most of the field activity, thus far, having 
been confined to areas further South, . 

Farm stocks of corn, amounting to 290 million bushels, are slightly larger than those of a year ago, when farmers held 
288. million, and 42 million more than the ten-year average for April1, The volume of corn which disappeared during the last 
quarter is the third largest in three decades, A severe winter and large numbers of livestock required heavier than usual use of 
feed concentrates, Oats stocks of 41,1 million bushels are 9,1 million larger than stocks on this date last year, but 3,6 million 
less than average, Soybean stocks, standing at 30,9 million bushels, are 3 percent larger than stocks on April 1 a year earlier 
and have been exceeded only once previously, Despite large current holdings, the apparent disappearance during the past quarter 
was the largest of record, Wheat stocks of 3,3 million bushels are more than double those of last year, but 19 percent smaller than 
average, 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1959, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop: Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 
;cAverage’’: : Average : : 
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ILLINOIS 

“Corn for grain 51.9 57 50 248,441 287,973 289,869 
Wheat 8,3 4 6 3,990 1, 459 3,251 
Oats 31.3 32 30 44, 706 32,049 41,102 
Barley 20,2 26 15 382 885 535 
Rye 11.5 10 9 124 112 98 
Soybeans 19,0 24 22 17, 537 30,074 30, 880 

UNITED STATES 

“Cornfor grain 491 54,7 52.8 1,401,675 1,680,943 1,815,865 
Wheat 20.4 18.6 19,4 227,285 176,737 282,989 
Oats 37.4 41.6 41,3 484,458 540,627 587,576 
Barley 29.2 34, 3 32.2 88,924 149,981 151,372 
Rye 22.6 29.1 29.6 5,211 7,927 9,600 
Soybeans 20,7 24,3 21 HY Q29630 PEaIIT 445.00 1245623 
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Corn and Soybean Stocks on Farms, [llinois by Crop Reporting Districts, April1,1958 & '59 
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Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 


° N. > N. e : WwW. Pd e . e : e e ee e e e : e : e e 
i ser ere eos ee ear ma te) NOUGARU SUR DGLS © s.  £ women co ele a le ee | 
1958 52,058 42,883 31,079 46,738 47,845 31,427 21,505 7,040 has 
1959 53,992 41,038 32,200 45,994 41,904 33,491 27,250 7,691 6,309 
Soybeans 
958 758 Beet Uee 2, 510 3,601 8,667 6,188 4,116 1, 420 544 
1959 he WAS) 2,764 2,414 4,093 8, 421 ao 0 4,378 1, 256 569 
Oats 
~ 1958 12,584 8,449 3,082 PR 4 2,667 1, 145 858 432 116 
1959 13,994 10,139 4,574 4, 830 4, 446 I, %23 943 338 LS 


J. A. Ewing, Agr. Statistician In Charge overs Purton R. Miller, Agr. Statistician 
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CROP REPORT ~ MAY 1, 1959 


ILLINOIS: A wheat crop of 48 million bushels is indicated currently, compared with 

last year's crop of 54 million bushels and the 1948-57 average of 44 million 
bushels, This year's crop sustained considerable winter kill damage and abandonment 
is expected to be higher than anticipated earlier, 

Soil moisture supplies are adequate in most areas, although it is becoming increas- 
ingly dry in parts of the south end of the State and particularly in the extreme Southeast, 
Field work moved along moderately ahead of normal schedule during April, although vege- 
tative development seems to have been retarded. Spring oat seeding was completed by 
May 1 and even though growth has been slow, stands and color show promise, Rye seems 
to have survived the winter fairly well and is heading out as far North as mid-~State. 

More than three-fourths of the plowing for corn and soybeans was done by May 1, 
about five days ahead of average and ten days ahead of last year's schedule. In most areas 
the soil condition has been very good and seedbed preparation has progressed rapidly. 
Some corn was planted in all areas but the northern quarter of the State during the last 
half of April. A few growers also have started on soybeans in southern counties. Plant-~ 
ing operations will step up during the next few days if weather permits. High tempera-~ 
tures the first of May have boosted soil temperatures to levels favorable for quick seed 
germination and plant growth. 

Hay and pastures have been somewhat slow in developing in the North, but stands 
are good and rapid growth is expected with warm weather. New seedings in the southern 
districts have been slowed up for lack of moisture, With minor exceptions, there was a 
heavy bloom of apples and peaches this spring and prospects appear favorable for a good 
crop. 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report - Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Cro : Average : : Indicated: Average : : Indicated 
2 1948-57 1958} 1989. 1948-87 Suid Late 

Winter Wheat 

Acres for harvest 1,728 Pico 1,668 42,874 41,539 40,656 

Yield per acre 2526 ola 29.0 19.2 28.4 23.5 

Production, bu. 44, 206 54, 180 48,372 814,784 1,179,924 956,614 
Rye condition 91 92 87 86 92 84 
All hay condition 85 90 89 85 90 83 

Pasture condition 85 88 88 80 89 81 

Hay stocks onfarms 

% of previous year's 

crop V6e5 a eps 26.0 14.7 ALE | eel Buc 
Tons 811 Tors 1,270 15, 446 26, 369 25, 876 


UNITED STATES: Winter wheat prospects declined about one percent during April as 

lowered outlook in the Northeast and northern Interior more than off- 
set gains in the central and southern Great Plains and the Southeast. A cool, dry April 
over extensive areas held back plant growth, but favored farming operations. Spring 
grain seeding showed good progress and corn and cotton planting in the southern sections 
outstripped last year's laggard season. Corn, sorghums, and soybeans advance toward 
the main planting season in the heaviest producing areas with preliminary land prepara-~ 
tion showing near normal progress. Fruits suffered limited April damage. Southern 
peach prospects were not as bright as a year earlier but the outlook was exceptionally 
good in California, Spring vegetables, excluding melons, are expected to be only slightly 
below last year, but a fourth less watermelons are indicated. Pasture and hay crops show 
about average growth nationally, but development in several areas was retarded by cool 
temperatures and short moisture supplies, 

Prospects for winter wheat are good by most comparisons, with the indicated yield 
per acre exceeded only by last year's record smashing volume, In the Northeast and 
Great Lakes region, winter not only brought a smothering ice~blanket at times, but also 
severe cold with little or no snow cover. Survival was less than earlier anticipated and 
stands on remaining field often are thin, Spring growth started slowly in Montana with 
the full effects of winter's inadequate snow cover becoming apparent only recently. April 
precipitation in the southwestern Plains kept hopes alive for a favorable harvest. Although 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1959 


ILLINOIS: Crop prospects in Illinois are well above average in most areas although 

there are sharp variations in outlook for small grains. Planting of corn and 
soybeans is about on schedule despite frequent interruptions by inclement weather in late 
May. Germination has been prompt and uniform, and many of the earlier fields of corn 
are knee-high. Some growers of small grain have excellent crops, but there are others 
who have experienced failures, These extremes often can be found in the same community. 

There is much good wheat and the Statewide average yield will be above average, 
but a fairly substantial acreage (particularly late seedings) suffered heavy winter damage, 
Nearly all of the wheat has headed. The crop has started to ripen as far North as Central 
Illinois and combining will get under way shortly after mid-month in the extreme South, 

A total of about 50 million bushels of wheat is expected to be produced this year, 

4,1 million less than the 1958 crop, but 5.8 million more than the 1948-57 average. Illinois 
has seldom seen greater extremes of yield. Relative abandonment is believed to have been 
roughly three times the ten-year average and yet many growers have seldom, if ever, had 
a better crop. The crop stooled heavily, offsetting in part the thinning effect of the severe 
winter. There is some loose smut, and many fields are heavily infected with leaf rust, 
but with most of the crop ripening in the principal wheat areas, there seems to be little 
risk of material damage by fungus diseases. 

Oats generally are good in the northern quarter of the State, which accounts for 
nearly half of Illinois' acreage. Southward aphids have infected many scattered fields 
with yellow dwarf disease which most commonly affects only parts of fields but in some 
instances has resulted in failure of the crop. Undoubtedly this year's acreage for harvest 
will be moderately smaller than intended, However, much of the acreage is serving as 
nurse crop for new legume seedings which growers will be reluctant to destroy. Therefore, 
even though some oat land will be diverted to corn or soybeans, it seems unlikely that 
these crops will be materially affected. 

May weather favored heavy growth of forage crops and the June 1 condition of hay 
and pasture was six to seven points above average. Haying was retarded by wet weather 
in late May, but growers made up for lost time during early June. A good "catch" of 
legumes sown this spring is evident in most areas, 

Most growers of apples report a fair-to-good crop, with a little frost and winter 
damage scattered throughout the State. The peach crop is generally good in about the 
southern third of the State, the heaviest producing area. Northward, winter damage 
gradually increased and in much of the northern half of the State, the peach crop is a 
failure. 

UNITED STATES: Winter wheat prospects slipped nearly 2 percent during May. Lower 

expected yields in Kansas and Nebraska overbalanced the steady to 
improved outlook in other sections. Spring wheat developed slowly as major producing 
areas were mostly cool and dry. The spring planting season is nearing completion with 
general success in spite of some sectional weather-induced set-backs, Small grain and 
hay harvest was hampered by frequent rains in parts of the Southeast. Pastures and 
ranges are mostly in good to excellent condition except in the northern Great Plains and 
the Southwest. A near~average hay crop is in prospect, Deciduous fruits show satisfac- 
tory development and the 1958-59 citrus harvest is near completion, May weather favored 
vegetable development except in the Southeast and Northwest. Moisture supplies are gen- 
erally adequate to excessive for immediate needs east of the Rocky Mountains. Stored 
water supplies are satisfactory in most areas, but streamflow will be short in many west- 
ern areas, 

Good to excellent crop prospects predominate over the Nation, Poorer prospects 
in the central far West and parts of the northern and southern Great Plains reflect a 
scarcity of moisture, while prospects in the Southwest show up fairly bright as stored 
water supplies are generally favorable. In parts of the Southeast, heavy late May rains 
delayed harvest of ripening small grains and dampened the outlook for row crops, but 
prospects are more favorable than usual in this section, often plagued by excessive spring 
rains. The generally good June 1 prospects point to the possibility of another good crop 
year. The winter grain crops with harvest already under way in the earliest areas are sub- 
ject to decreasing danger from weather hazards, but for spring planted crops the road 
from planting to harvest is lined with risks such as the timing and amount of summer rains 


and intensive heat. 
-Over- 
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Record Crop Acreage Up 4 Percent: _Illinois' crop yield outlook on a record large 21,5 million acres for harvest was well above 

the 1948-57 average as of July 1, despite disappointing small grain crops and growing short= 
ages in moisture reserves in much of the area south and east of the Illinois River, Drouth threatens the latter area at the end of the 
first ten days of July, Growth of grasses and legumes is about at a standstill, and prospects for corn and soybeans will deteriorate 
seriously if rain doesn't occur within a few days, The North and West received generous showers during the first week of July, Har- 
vest of fall sown small grains is nearing completion, This year's wheat yield is down substantially compared to a year ago, but 
above average on a harvested basis, despite extensive winter damage, Combining of the oat crop, for which a twelve=year record 
low yield is anticipated due to widespread damage by green bugs and yellow dwarf disease, is in advanced stages in central and 
southern counties, but barely started in the principal oat areas in the North, 


July 14, 1959 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = JULY 1, 1959 


Corn Crop Record High; If this year's prospective corn crop of 686 million bushels materializes, it will top last year's production 

by 15 percent to become a new record high and the first Illinois corn crop to exceed 600 million, Growers 
expect to harvest 10,2 million acres, an 18 percent increase compared to last year's acreage and the largest in more than 50 years, 
A yield of 67 bushels per acre was indicated as of July 1, 2 bushels less than last year's yield but 10 bushels larger than average, 
The bulk of this year’s crop was planted in good time and germinated promptly and uniformly, With few exceptions, stands are 
excellent and ahead of normal development for this date, Increasing concern is felt in central, eastecentral, and southern areas 
due to rapid depletion of soil moisture reserves, A few late planted fields have been hurt, but the greatest drouth risk lies in the 
large early planted segment which has started to tassel, or will soon, 


Reduction in Soybean Acreage: Growers intend to harvest 4,8 million acres of soybeans for beans, a 5 percent reduction from 

last year's acreage, but 20 percent more than average, Timely planting and subsequently favor- 
able conditions resulted in excellent yield prospects at the end of June, However, the greater part of the heavier producing soybean 
acne lie within Illinois' current dry zone, and thus, the ultimate outcome of the crop hinges heavily on the occurrence of rain in 
the near future, 


Wheat Production Down 10 Percent: A wheat crop of 48,9 million bushels is indicated compared to 54,2 million a year ago, and 

the ten-year average of 44,2 million, The harvested acreage is down 2 percent compared 
to a year ago and yield per harvested acre is off 8 percent, Yields of individual fields varied widely from failure or near failure to 
exceptionally large yields, primarily due to spotted winter killing, although there was moderate damage by disease and insects, As 
harvest nears completion, it is evident that quality is good for the most part, being best in the lower end of the State, 


Oats Acreage Smallest in 78 Years: The current oats forecast, at 81 million bushels is little more than half as large as average 

a and the smallest since 1934, Growers will harvest 2,2 million acres, only two thirds of aver= 
age and the smallest since 1882, The yield per harvested acre, at 36 bushels per acre, is not quite two thirds as large as last year’s 
near record of 55 bushels, Illinois’ prospects declined rapidly during the past month as yellow dwarf disease carried by the green bug, 
infected a large fraction of the crop in heavier producing central and northern areas, No large area in the State was unaffected, 
although damage was comparatively light in the upper two to four tiers of counties, Although yields commonly were light, quality 
in lower central and southern areas where harvest is well along or done, is said to be very good, 


Average Hay Crop: Early growth of pasture and first cuttings of hay were heavy and the bulk of the first hay crop was unusually high 

in quality, having been secured with very little rain damage while in swath or windrow, Recent growth has been 
slight in Ilinois' dry area, and pastures are supplying very little feed and second cuttings of hay are expected to be light, The overall 
yield of all hay is expected to be well above average, but this will be offset by a decline of equal magnitude in acreage harvested, 
Total production, amounting to 4.6 million tons is expected to be about equal to the ten-year average, 


Farm Employment Up 1 Percent: Employment on Illinois farms increased to 317, 000 persons during the survey week of June 21-27 
} 9 percent above the level reported in May, 1 percent above June 1958, and the highest total ; 

farm employment registered since June 1957, The farm wage rate index on July 1, 1959 increased two percent over July 1, 1958 

to 630 (1910-14=100), Monthly wages averaged $194, 00 with a house furnished and $150, 00 with both room and board furnished, 

Daily wages were reported at $7,70 with room and board furnished and $9,30 without room and board, The average hourly wage 

was $1, 10 per hour without room and board, The composite rate for all farm labor was $,89 per hour, two percent above last year 

Great variation exists in farm wage rates in different communities throughout Illinois, z 

Donald M, Bay 


; Jens Ewing Burton R, Miller 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1959 


August 1 crop prospects are significantly lower than reported a month earlier. Only oats, 
among the major crops, shows improvement over the July 1 forecast. Five to six weeks 
of drouth, affecting in varying degree most of the area south and east of the Illinois River, 
was ended for the most part by showers beginning about mid-July. Although the outlook 
brightened as the moisture situation improved, there was much damage, particularly to 
corn, from which there could be no recovery, especially on sandy soils and in the clay- 
pan areas of Southern Illinois. North and west of the Illinois River, with few exceptions, 
the condition of growing crops has been excellent throughout the season. 


Record Corn Crop: A corn crop of 645 million bushels is forecast, the largest Illinois has produced, despite a marked decline in 

yield prospects during the past month, Last year's 599 million bushels was the previous record high, An 18 
percent increase in harvested acreage contributes heavily to the large prospective crop, The current yield forecast, at 63 bushels 
per acre, is 6 bushels smaller than the 1958 yield, but 6 bushels larger than the 1948-57 average, Yields will be among "the best 
ever” in much of northern Illinois, and will rate good to excellent across most of the State's mid«section, despite marked deficien- 
cies in June and early July rainfall in central and eastern portions of the latter area, The lower two-fifths of the State has some good 
corn, but much of it will be disappointing and near failures are not uncommon, especially among early plantings, Statewide, the 
crop is ahead of normal development for this date, 


Soybean Production Down 12 Percent: Illinois will produce 124 million bushels of soybeans, according to present indications, 

Although 28 percent more than average, this year’s prospective production is 12 percent 
smaller than last year's record crop due to declines in both acreage and yield per acre, At 26 bushels per acre, this year's indicated 
yield is 2 bushels below the 1958 yield but almost 2 bushels above average, Soybeans seemingly withstood the June-July drouth 
better than corn and thus, prospects are more uniform throughout the State, The North has a better potential than the South but 
prospects continue good in the latter area and may respond to the increasingly favorable soil moisture situation, Soybeans are well 
ahead of normal in stage of growth, 


Average Wheat Crop: Winter wheat production is now placed at 43 million bushels, just under the ten-year average of 44 million 
bushels, but 11 million short of last year;s crop, Post-harvest indications show 25,5 bushels per acre, 

6 bushels less than the 1958 yield, and a fraction of a bushel below average, Extrene yariation is the rule in individual yields this 

season, with failure and near record sometimes occurring in close proximity, due primarily to freakish incidence of winter killing, 


Production Oats Down Sharply: This year's oat crop, amounting to 90 million bushels, is less than two-thirds as larce as the 1958 crop 
which was just below average, With combining virtually completed at the end of July, growers 

found harvest returns somewhat larger than anticipated at the end of June, However, the indicated yield of 40 bushels per acre is 

15 bushels below last year's yield and more than 2 bushels below average, Green bugs and yellow dwarf disease invaded almost 

all areas of the State, resulting in widespread damage, 


Grasses Hurt by Drouth: Grasses and legumes were hard hit by drouth before the recent shower period got under way, Lespedeza 

and second growth hay made very little growth in late June and July, However, early cuttings of alfalfa 
and clover were heavy and of excellent quality, A total of 4,2 million tons of hay will be produced this season compared to 4,9 
million last year, and an average of 4,6 million during years 1948-57, Pastures were virtually dormant before the dry period ended, 
Although they have since responded to showers, the August 1 condition was still the lowest for that date in five years, 


UNITED STATES 


Total crop production prospects edged upward during July to within 3 percent of last year's outstanding record, Rains in the South 
Central and Southeastern portions of the Nation boosted prospects for fall maturing crops, and late July showers in the Ohio River 
Valley broke an extended dry period, Excessive heat and continued dryness the last half of July in the Northern Plains and Far North- 
west forced early maturity of small grains maintaining the rapid harvesting pace, 


Total feed grain tonnage seems likely to nearly equal last year, The record volume of corn from the sharply increased acreage 
offsets reduced outturns of oats, barley, and sorghums, Corn prospects were down slightly from July 1 as reduced outlook in several 
major producing States overbalanced generally improved prospects in southern and eastern sections, Winter wheat showed a further 
decline during July with yields failing to reach earlier expectations in most of the Corn Belt, Spring wheat production declined 

6 percent during the month, but durum wheat==favored by cool temperatures and beneficial moisture early in July in the heaviest 
producing area~-advanced 5 percent from a month ago, A cotton crop 29 percent above last year’s small production is in prospect 
with a record yield on nearly a fourth more acreage, Large soybean and sorghum grain crops now seem likely as yield prospects 
are favorable on the reduced acreage, Dry beans, dry peas, and sugar beets showed modest increases from a month ago, while 
most hay crops showed a slight decline, 


The all crop production index pushed upward to 115, only 3 points below the unprecedented height of 118 last year, Cotton shows 
the sharpest increase from last year but vegetables, sugar crops, and tobacco are also significantly higher, The feed grains group 
is slightly above last year while food grains, hay and forage, and oil crops are substantially lower than in 1958, 


Frequent and persistent July showers over the Middle and South Atlantic Coastal areas and most of the central and eastern Gulf region 
held temperatures below normal much of the time, stimulated weed growth and hampered cultivation and insect control programs, 
The Northeast was generally warm with showers adequate in coastal portions but less frequent in inland sections, Rains in the Ohio 
Valley after mid-July brought substantial relief to fields begging for rain after several weeks of very light precipitation, The last half 
of July brought searing heat and only sprinkles of rain to the Northern Plains and Far Northwest when cool temperatures and moisture 
were urgently needed for best filling of spring grains, The Southern Plains and much of the Central Plains were showery and cool, but 
the Southwest continued hot with substantial rain in southeastern Arizona, and showers over other portions of Arizona, western New 
Mexico, and Southern Utah, 
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ILLINOIS GROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1959 


Illinois has a record-breaking corn crop amounting to 686 million bushels in prospect. The overall crop outlook 
in Illinois brightened appreciably during August, as generous showers in many areas further replenished soil moisture depleted 
by extended drouth in June and July. A few spots, some of which were not materially affected by the early summer drouth, 
are now short of moisture. Although marked gains in prospects are evident, they won't entirely offset earlier drouth damage, 


CORN CROP A RECORD HIGH: If harvest returns confirm the current forecast of 686 million bushels, this year's crop will 

exceed that of a year ago by 15 percent, thus becoming a new record high and the first Illinois 
corn crop to exceed 600 million bushels, The crop is expected to yield 67 bushels per acre, only 2 bushels less than last year's 
record high and 10 bushels larger than average, Scattered growers, mainly in southern counties, have experienced failure or 
near failure of their corn crop, and poor fill is not uncommon in dry areas, Nevertheless most of the corn, even in these areas, 
profited from showers, particularly the large segment of late corn, Many growers In the extreme North, where conditions were 
nearly ideal throughout the season, have never had a better prospect, The crop as a whole is well ahead of last year's crop in 
stage of development and about equal to or a little ahead of average, Most of the late corn is in the South where the growing 
season normally is long enough to eliminate serious risk of frost damage. Much of the crop is beginning to ripen while the 
plant remains green, which will tend to maximize kernel development, 


SOYBEAN CROP SMALLER THAN THAT OF A YEAR AGO: Illinois‘ prospective soybean crop totaling 127 million bushels is 
10 percent smaller than last year's record=breaking 140 million 
bushels, but is nearly a third larger than average, which reflects the long uptrend in production of this crop, The present 
yield outlook at 26.5 bushels per acre is moderately higher than indicated a month earlier, and more than two bushels larger 
than average, although 1.5 bushels smaller than last year's yield, Soybeans seemingly suffered less than corn from summer 
drouth, but still had room for the improvement now apparent, This year's soybeans are a little ahead of last year's crop in 
stage of development and harvest may get underway a few days sooner than last season when harvest was just well started at 
the end of the third week of September, Scattered early fields of soybeans have been combined as far North as midestate, 


the first of them having been harvested near the end of August, 
_ PASTURE CONDITION, ILLINOIS 


SMALL OAT CROP: Post harvest indications appear to substantiate 

the earlier forecast calling for 89,7 million 
bushels of oats produced in Illinois this year, This year's oat crop is 
less than two-thirds as large as the 1958 crop which in turn was 
slightly below average, This year's yield, amounting to 40 bushels 
per acre, is nearly 2 1/2 bushels below average and 15 bushels small- 
er than last year's near record 55 bushels per acre, 


FORAGE CROPS IMPROVED: The condition of pastures and hay 

meadows show substantial gains com- 
pared with reports of a month earlier, reflecting the generally im~ 
proved moisture situation, This year's all-hay yield is now nearly 
equal to last year's 1.95 tons per acre, although production at 4,5 
million tons is 9 percent smaller than last year's hay crop, due pri- 
marily to reduced acreage. 


1948-57 m= = 
1958 seeee 


1959 omen 


UNITED STATES Apr. May y Aug. Sept 
Total crop production just under last year's astounding record now seems likely, given successful harvest of fall maturing crops, 
Late season crops developed rapidly during August heat and virtually all are expected to mature by average frost dates, Lack of 
moisture threatened many localities during August, but most sections were favored by timely showers, 


The production index for all crops based on September 1 estimates edged upward from the August level to 117, only 1 point be- 
low the record of 1958, Feed grains and sugar crops pushed further above last year's peak, and cotton, although declining slightly 
during August, is still sharply above the relatively low level of 1958. The oil crops index showed no change during August but is 
substantially below last year, reflecting the decreased soybean acreage, Hay crops improved during August as showers improved 
prospects of late cuttings and caused only temporary harvest delays, The food grain group and tobacco showed no change during 
the month, and vegetables registered a slight decline. 

The composite yield per acre index covering 28 leading crops advanced 2 points during August to 134, second only to last year's 
record of 143, Corn, cotton, sugar beets, sugarcane, dry peas, and dry beans are setting new peaks in yield per acre, and soy- 
beans yields equal the 1958 record, 

Total feed grain tonnage now seems likely to push well above the high point reached last year, The prospective corn crop sur- 
fo oe year's record by 15 percent, Favorable August weather spurred yields to a new high on the largest acreage in the 

ast decade, 


FEED CROP PROSPECTS* 
Sept. 1, 1959 : 


FEED CROP PROSPECTS* 
Sept. 1, 1958 


PALLATIVE CONDITIONS OF 


PROSPECTS AS IMDICATED BY 


WR Nowe fatiure REPORTS FROM CROP CORRE 
SPONDENTS OF “ALL CROPS® 


GB Very poor PROSPECTS AS INDICATED BT 
AEPORTS FROM CROP CORRE 
BPONDENTS ON “ALL CAOPS* 
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Illinois’ prospective corn cro 
bushel increase in yield per 


the 


Record Corn Crop: 


* 


of record, The current yield 

high, Virtually all of the crop is safe from frost an 
is in the lower half of the State, Harvest started several days ahead of normal s 
rains, Extensive dropping of ears has occurred and widespr 


» - 


* ” 
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October 12, 1959 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = OCTOBER 1, 1959 


difficult to avoid further field loss in picking, 


Decline in Soybeans: Declines in both acreage and 


bushels per acre, the current 
the 1956 record high, Nearly half of the 
are molding in the field in a few instances according t 


Improvement in Forage Crops; The hay crop amounting to 4,5 million tons is w 
reduced acreage, but just about equals the ten-y 


benefitted from recent rains, 


Grain Stocks Below Average: 


crop was com 


p of 696 million bushels is a sixth larger than 
acre compared to the September 1 estimate, 
production estimate at 127 million bushels-=1 
weather during early September favored an early harvest but progress was abru 
the month and slowed to a near standstill as showers continued through the firs 
running behind normal schedule, having been retarded first b 


0 percent smaller than the record cro 


This year's indicated corn crop is nearly 100 million bushels lar 
forecast of 68 bushels per acre lac 
d there is little risk of dama 


Y 


anne. LS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


(CROPS 


the record 1958 crop, This reflects a one= 


The soybean yield forecast is unchanged, which leaves 


Pasture condition is a little above average for this date, 


Farm stocks of corn, totalling 23 million bushels a 
earlier but less than 60 percent of the ten-year 
temain on farms, a relatively large carryover compared to other years, but le 
indicated to be 43 million bushels are down sharply from a year earlier and 3 
66 million bushels are less than two-thirds as large as last year's total, reflec 


ear average, 


t ten days of October, 
y dry soil conditions 


YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DIS TRIC TS, 1958 and 1959 ‘a/ 


P produced a year earlier, Warm, dry 
ptly interrupted by rains occurring the last week of 
Wheat seeding progress is 
and subsequently by heavy rains, 


ger than the 1958 crop==formerly the largest 
ks one bushel of equalling last year's record 
ge to the small immature fraction, most of which 
chedule, but then lagged because of intermittent 
ead lodging, particularly in northern and western areas, will make it 


yield contributed to the reduction in soybean production this season, At 26,5 
yield is 1,5 bushels smaller than last year's yield, and 2,0 bushels less than 
bined before rains interrupted harvest the last week of September, Beans 
© scattered reports, 


ell below last year's crop of 4,9 million, due to 
Hay meadows and pastures have 


re about 2 percent larger than those of a year 
average, About 2 million bushels of old soybeans 
ss than 2 percent of the 1958 crop, Wheat stocks, 
percent less than average, Farm stocks of Oats, at 
ting this year's disappointing oat crop, 


age? Corn : Oats Wheat Soybeans 
Brat tt dead alae al nla Lull aul oc ahr ie CL er Cs ee Re 
- Yield per harvested acre (bushels) - 
Northwest 74 81 09 49 37 27 28 32 
Northeast 70 18 60 47 41 33 28 31 
West 76 14 54 34 34 25 29 28 
Central 17 68 55 35 36 27 30 28 
East 70 63 54 31 39 28 28 27 
W. Southwest 72 64 47 31 35 26 30 27 
E, Southeast 59 61 41 30 29 23 25 25 
Southwest 48 45 29 24 26 26 26 21 
Southeast 47 51 24 22 21 24 25 23 
STATE 69,0 68,0 55.0 40,0 31.5 25,5 28,0 26,5 
~ Production (thousand bushels) = 
Northwest 108, 296 132, 209 38, 420 29, 795 7139 537 4,466 4,022 
Northeast _ 81, 952 104, 675 30,293 21,706 1,566 1, 246 9,806 9,740 
West 63, 268 71,167 14, 749 8, 296 4, 902 3,479 10, 349 8, 881 
Central 91, 212 95, 202 21, 336 11, 794 6,119 4,401 21,594 18,377 
East 82, 294 89, 967 21, 003 10, 535 5, 784 3, 952 25, 865 23, 233 
W, Southwest 713, 554 81, 916 5,739 3, 220 13, 232 9, a7 26, 370 21,895 
E, Southeast 56, 827 72, 888 4,077 2,737 11,559 8,55 25, 026 24, 064 
Southwest 21, 055 23, 372 1,107 1, 065 6, 864 1, 158 9,573 8,578 
Southeast 20,462 25, 060 281 532 3,415 3, 793 1,315 7, 800 
STATE 598, 920 696, 456 137, 005 89, 680 54, 180 42, 993 140, 364 126,590 
= Stocks on Farms, October 1, (thousand bushels) = 
Northwest 6, 418 4, 324 30, 220 22, 899 185 199 -- 21 
Northeast 4,835 3, 920 24,128 17, 766 376 122 66 46 
West 2, 741 3,539 10,573 5, 962 441 271 a 340 
Central 2,132 1,407 14, 233 1, 652 133 257 153 203 
East 2,390 4,639 14,011 1,255 7151 154 — 730 
W, Southwest 2,056 3, 356 3, 200 2,379 2,512 1,541 == 495 
E, Southeast 879 851 2,558 1,530 2,310 1,167 157 235 
Southwest 710 525 859 681 3,017 2,443 sas = 
Southeast 574 629 232 239 511 me 295 he 85 
STATE 22, 735 23, 190 100, 014 66, 363 10, 836 6,449 376 2,105 


ge = 


1/ Preliminar 


y estimates as of October 1, 1959, 


Joseph G, Thomas 
Charles E, Rogers 
Lloyd C, Stuber 
Burton R, Miller 
Agricultural Statisticians 


J. A. Ewing 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge 
- OVER = 
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‘where roughly half of the corn remains in the field, 
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November 12, 1959 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1959 


Preliminary harvest returns indicate a corn crop of 696 million bushels, 


by far the largest in the State's history and the same 


as forecast a month earlier, Soybean production is placed at 127 million bushels as combining approaches completion. This is 


the third largest crop of record and is also the same as the October 1 forecast, 
high for both crops, wide variations are evident in most areas, 


Although the overall yield level is comparatively 


Field work was almost halted by wet weather in early October, but proceeded at near normal rates in most areas the balance 
of the month, despite frequent interference of intermittent showers, Work has been most retarded in the Southeast (SE) District 
where wet soil has made it extremely difficult to operate power equipment, Although less than ten percent of the intended wheat 


acreage remains to be sown for the State as a whole, 


more than a fourth is still not seeded in the Southeast District, Whether or 


not the remaining fraction will be sown hinges largely on weather developments in the next few days, Earlier seedings show uni- 
formly good germination and excellent growth, Forage crops have prospered and pastures have afforded much more feed than 


usual for this time of year, 


RECORD CORN CROP: This year's corn crop of 696 million bushels is nearly 100 million bushels larger than last year's production, 
ab thea? the record high, The indicated yield of 68 bushels per acre is one bushel less than the record 
S 


1958 yield, About three-fourt 


has been harvested, Picking is nearing completion in Central and East Districts, but has been 


moderately retarded in much of the area North and West of the Illinois River, and seriously retarded in the Southeast District, 


Corn moisture level has been a factor in delayed harvest in some northern 


counties, but generally it has not been a problem of material consequence this season, despite poor drying weather during the 


harvest period, 


SOYBEAN CROP SMALLER: The soybean crop amounting to 127 million bushels is down sharply from the record 1958 crop of 


140 million bushels , 
yield, but more than 2 bushels larger than average, 


UNITED STATES 


At 26,5 bushels per acre, the 1959 yield is 1,5 bushels smaller than last year's 
Harvest is virtually completed for the State as a whole, 


Total crop production equal to last year’s record now seems assured, A slightly improved outlook for cotton, sorghum, rice 
and sugar beets counteracted small reductions in corn and soybean prospects, Harvest progress is lagging behind the rapid advance 
during the sunny October days in 1958 but is ahead of the unusually slow rate during the cool, wet fall of 1957. Corn and soybean 
production showed slight declines from the October 1 estimate as yields expected earlier failed to materialize in several fairly 
heavy producing States, Sorghum grain prospects gained 2 1/2 percent as the Texas crop exceeded earlier expectations, 


Maps summarizing reporters‘ appraisals of yield of “all crops” 


in their localities point up the considerably lower yields in 


northern Great Plains and part of the Central Far West, and more widespread occurrence of mediocre yields in the Southeast than 


last year, 


Feed grain tonnage well above any previous year now seems assured, Corn, the feed grain"heavy weight," exceeds the pre- 


vious record production by 16 percent, T 


€ oats production was relatively small, but large crops of sorghum and barley were 


produced, Oilseed tonnage prospects showed little change from October as cottonseed was slightly higher but soybeans and pea- 


nuts a little lower, 


Pastures for the Nation as a whole were among the most favorable of record for November 1, and only slightly below the 


unusually lush conditions of a year ago, 
the Southwest remains dry with California pastures in the poorest condition of 
the last decade, In northern areas, where temperatures were too cool to en- 
courage much new growth, the precipitation softened and made cured feed 

more palatable, The frequent rains in the Southeast, although favoring growth 
of grass, hampered late hay making and seeding of winter pasture crops, The 
supply of hay and forage available for fall and winter as viewed by crop reporters 
looks well below last year's abundant stores but a little better than average, Sup- 
plies are generally adequate or better in all except the northern Great Plains and 
parts of the Southwest, Fall seeded grains are furnishing grazing in the southern 
Great Plains, and farmers in the sorhent Plains were taking full advantage of 
forage from harvested grain fields to save their stored supplies, 


Temperatures were unseasonably warm in the eastern part of the Nation 
during most of the first half of October, and in western areas during the latter 
half of the month, but the central section was predominantly cool throughout 
the month, Precipitation brought some harvest interruptions to practically all 
areas, but delays were more extensive in the northern half of the country and 
in the Southeast, Rainy weather over the western Corn Belt during early 
October kept fields too wet for heavy harvesting machinery and delayed dry- 
ing of grain to safe storage levels to shatter the early harvest hopes built up 
by rapid maturity during hot August and early September days, 


Soybean harvest in the North Central area slipped well behind the usual 
Progress during extended inclement weather early in the month, Weather inter- 
tuptions were less frequent the last half of the month, and harvest was nine- 
tenths finished by November 1. The Arkansas crop was about half harvested, 
but progress has made little headway in the Southeast, Corn harvest in the 
western Corn Belt varied from a third to half finished, behind the usual 
November 1 progress but ahead of the exceptionally late harvest in 1957, 
Illinois and Indiana show near average progress for November 1, and Ohio 
has lost much of the bulge over normal progress shown on October 1, Corn 
harvest is well advanced in the mid-South, Middle Atlantic and Northeast 
sections, but fell considerably behind schedule in the Southeast, Combines 
had cleared most Texas sorghum fields, except on the northern High Plains, 
Three-fifths of the Kansas crop was harvested, less than usual for the date, 
Nebraska farmers were three-fourths finished, and harvest was well along in 
the Southwest, Bee 


October rainfall stimulated marked late season improvement in most areas but much of 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 
At Percentage of “Normal” 


80 on over [=] Good to ancelient \ 
65 10 80 FZ Poor to fair 

50 to 65 ERB very poor 

39 10 50 EBD Severe drought 
Under 3S GMB Eetreme drought 


AS AEPORTED oF 
CROP CORRESPONDENTS 


Us ORPANT MENT OF kom 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL Crops 
# Percentage of *Mormal” 
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L ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING: SERVICE 


PeAROPS & 


January 13, 1960 i 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1960 


January 1 stocks of feed grain on Illinois farms are (substantially larger than those 
of a year earlier) the largest in more than three decades of record and probably the largest 
in Illinois history, The aggregate made up of corn, oats, barley, and sorghum grain amounts 
to 15,0 million tons compared to 13.8 million a year ago, and the 1949-58 average for this 
date of 12,0 million tons, Last year's record breaking corn crop accounts for the current 
large supply of feed grain, Oat stocks are the smallest since the mid~-thirty drouth period 
and barley and sorghum stocks make up only a small fraction of one percent of the total, 
Soybean stocks are moderately smaller than farm holdings a year ago and wheat stocks are 
down sharply. Hay stocks are near average in size but down sharply compared to last year's 
January stocks, 


Growers held 503 million bushels of corn as of January 1, compared to 444 million a 
year earlier and the ten-year average of 381 million bushels. Although current stocks are 
of record volume, they represent the smallest fraction of production in five years, reflecting 
the near record rate of disappearance during the last quarter. Last year's oat crop was the 
smallest since 1934 and current farm stocks totalling 55 million bushels, the smallest since 
January 1935, Wheat stocks amounting to 4,2 million bushels are down 28 percent compared 
to last year's January stocks and 29 percent below average. A total of 52.8 million bushels 
of soybeans remained on farms on January 1, two percent less than those of a year earlier, 
but 68 percent more than average, Growers are holding a slightly larger fraction of produc- 
tion than usual but last year's crop was sharply smaller than that produced in 1958, 


Illinois farm employment during December equaled the previous record low for this 
month set in 1956, The farm labor force totalled 212, 000 persons during the survey week 
of December 20-26, This represents a 17 percent decline from November and a 4 percent 
decline from December 1958, Family workers numbered 185, 000 persons or 87 percent of 
all farm workers in December. This was 14 percent below the preceding month and 3 per- 
cent below December a year ago. Hired laborers totalled 27,000 workers in December, 29 
percent below November and 10 percent below December a year earlier, Annual farm em- 
ployment in Illinois averaged 256, 000 persons during 1959, 4 percent below 1958, Family 
and hired workers in 1959 were both down 4 percent from 1958, 


The farm wage rate index for Illinois was 650 (1910-14=100) on January 1, 1960, up 
3 percent from a year earlier. Monthly Wages averaged $196.00 with a house furnished and 
$149, 00 with room and board furnished. Daily wages were reported at $9.00 without room 
and board and $7.30 with room and board furnished, Hourly wages were $1.10 without room 
and board furnished, Large variations exist in Wage rates paid in different communities 
throughout the State, 


A record volume of feed grains was stored on farms at the first of the year, 6 percent above the previous record a year 
earlier and about a third above average, Stocks of corn, heavy weight of the feed grains, exceeded the former high by 15 percent, 
and sorghum grain stocks were a little above January 1, 1959 in spite of the slightly smaller harvest last fall, Oats stocks were about 
a fourth less than a year earlier, and the smallest since 1940, Farmestored barley was well below a year earlier, but over a third 
above the 10-year average, Wet, cloudy weather during and following harvest in the North Central section has held moisture content 
of corn and sorghum grain at relatively high levels for this time of year, 


Farm stocks of food grains were more than a fourth below last year's high level, and a little below average, The quantity 
of wheat stored on farms was sharply below January 1, 1959 and tye stocks were only about half as large as a year earlier, Soybean 
stocks were slightly below the record volume farm-stored a year ago, The volume of flaxseed stored on farms was about half as large 
as a year earlier and little more than half the 10-year average, reflecting the smallest flaxseed production in 18 years, 


Hay tonnage on farms was an eighth below the record volume a year earlier but nearly a tenth above the average holdings 
for this point in the winter feeding season, Supplies are smaller than a year ago but above average in all geographic regions, Hay 
use since harvest has been heavy, with disappearance since May 1, 1959 setting a new record, The livestock population is large, 
Dry weather during the summer and early fall in the northern Great Plains and much of the Far Southwest left sparse range growth 
even though mild December weather favored outdoor foraging, Winter pasture crops in the Southeast furnished limited grazing as 
fields were often muddy and top growth short on many late seedings, Livestock are mostly in good condition as relatively moderate 
temperatures accompanied the late December snows, although feeding required extra effort in sections where drifting was prevalent, 


December weather was mild over nearly all of the Nation, although a cold spell brought freezing temperatures deep into 
Florida early in the month, Tender vegetables were moderately damaged but hardy vegetables and citrus suffered only minor injury, 
The North Central area, buffeted throughout November by cold stormy weather, experienced unseasonally moderate temperatures 
during December, In fact, December average temperatures were higher than November for most of the area, an unusually rare rela- 
tionship, Rains about the middle of the month were particularly beneficial to ranges and winter grains in the southern Great Plains 
and about Christmastime, California received the first significant moisture in several months, but additional amounts are needed to 
stimulate growth of range feed, Precipitation in the Corn Belt during the latter part of the month added to the already generous 
moisture supply, and heavy rains in western Washington about mid~December flooded many localities for the second time in less 
than a month, Winter wheat received light and short-lived snow cover during December, but predominantly mild temperatures 
prevented any injury to the crop, much of which was seeded late and made only limited fall growth, 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE # ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE... me 


PCoROPS 


April 13, 1960 “i 
CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1960 


ILLINOIS: An indicated wheat crop of 50.0 million bushels is in prospect this year com- 

pared with 42.3 million last year and a 1949-58 average of 45.7 million 
bushels. A blanket of snow provided protection against the coldest weather and the wheat 
crop is reported in above-average condition. Losses due to flooding and ponding are not 
expected to materially affect abandonment statewide. The present yield forecast of 29 
bushels per seeded acre is 5 bushels above that of a year ago and 3 bushels above the 
1949-58 average. 

Virtually no field work was accomplished prior to April 1. Normally about a third 
of the oats are sown and spring plowing is well under way by that date. Abnormally heavy 
snowfall and record low temperatures during March, followed by moderate to heavy 
showers near the end of the period, were responsible for soggy soil conditions throughout 
the State. Streams ran bank-full to overflowing and the ground remained saturated well 
into April. Although flooding in the Quincy area and elsewhere brought catastrophe toa 
few limited areas and ponding and moderate flooding were commonplace in many com- 
munities, damage to over-wintering crops is believed to have had little effect on statewide 
prospects thus far. Limited progress in plowing, discing, and spring seeding was made 
after April 1 on well-drained uplands. Southern Illinois will probably grow fewer oats 
than intended because of the late season. This won't change greatly the State total since 
more than four-fifths of the Illinois acreage is grown in northern areas. 

Farm stocks of corn, 354 million bushels, were at a record level for April l and 
compare with 284 million bushels a year earlier and a ten-year average of 264 million 
bushels. The volume of corn which disappeared during the January-March quarter at 151 
million bushels, was the second largest in 3 decades of record. Larger numbers of live- 
stock and severe March weather made a heavier than usual drain on feed grain supplies. 
Oats stocks at 30.4 million bushels were the smallest for this date since 1935. Stocks this 
April 1 were 9.7 million bushels below last year and 14.2 million bushels below the 1949- 
58 average. Soybean stocks onfarms April 1, at 37.7 millionbushels, were the highest of 
record and compare with 31.2 million bushels last year. Wheat stocks of 847,000 bushels 
were the smallest since 1952 and compare with 3.2 million bushels last year and a ten- 
year average of 4,0 million bushels. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1960, with comparisons 
: Percent of Previous Year's Crop: Quantity (Thousand Bushels) 
Average : : : Average : : 
fica. SIDE OA BECTOUR TECH Dion 
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194058 tom wiley fea qwhe 20 Weerew194Gs5Brerk edo ode ww d 900 

ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 53.5 50 54 263,976 284, 418 354, 166 
Wheat 8.1 6 2 3, 966 3, 202 847 
Oats B18 30 34 44,534 40, 046 30, 369 
Barley 21.6 15 20 462 46 1 3.46 
Rye 11.5 9 11 129 84 116 
Soybéars 19.8 22 30 19, 497 31,207 37,683 

UNITED STATES 

“Carmmforipraiey 85006 52.8 52.3 1,486,630 1,817,907 2,087, 966 
Wheat 20.4 19.4 18, 3 Zio 301 263.4251 206 1G] 
Oats 38.1 41.3 39.7 498,499 584,877 426.526 
Barley 30.2 32.4 28.7 97,001 153,825 120.685 
Rye 23.8 29.7 23.4 5, 568 9,569 5,040 
Saybasna Dina 21.7 26.6 71,013 125,815 ~—-143. 003 


Grain Stocks on Farms, Illinois b Crop Reporting Districts, April 1, 1959 and 1960 
: IT s Cc R D 


-Thousand Bushels- 


1959 53,878 39,321 31,669 44,852 40,983 33,413 26,695 4,285 6,322 
1960 57,999 48,404 41,914 56,728 54,539 38,121 37,678 10, 109 8,674 


Soybeans 
1959 1,560 2,819 2, 366 4,007 8,421 5, 730 4,424 1,298 582 
rath 1,262 4,054 2,828 5510.13 9,076 5,841 6,202 SI 36% 1, 040 
ats 
1959 1 3yef 50 9,538 4,493 4,786 4,369 1,676 993 344 97 


1960 12, 135 7,303 3,198 2,639 2,981 1,088 726 243 56 
J. A. Ewing 


George Wangen, Lloyd C. Stuber 
ic Burton R. Miller, Agr. Statisticians 


Agr. Statistician In Charge snany fir 7 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


— Ben REELED 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE # 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1960 


Small Decline in Crop Acreage: 


Corn and soybean growth vary considerably but crop prospects are promising, 


Illinois’ crop prospects on 21,1 million acres was below last year but above the 1949-58 average 
as of July 1 despite the difficulty and delay which occurred during the spring planting season, 
Wind and hail damaged small grains in some areas 


the latter part of June but favorable yields are still anticipated, Harvesting of wheat which started in the southern counties several 


weeks ago has advanced to the central part of the State, 


Yields are turning out substantially better than last year and above aver- 


age, The late planted oat crop varies considerably but anticipated yields are above last year when yellow dwarf disease and green 


bugs caused widespread damage, Combining has started in the southern counties but has 


not reached into the principal growing 


areas, Frequent rains have been favorable for grasses and legumes but has been a deterring factor in the production of quality hay, 


Quality of the first cutting of alfalfa hay was lowered by rain and delayed harvest, 


Corn Crop Near Record High: 


Illinois corn crop to exceed 600 million bushels, 
with last year's acreage and the largest harvested 


If this year's prospective corn crop of 631 million bushels materializes, 


it will be 6 percent below 
the record level of last year but the second largest crop of record, This would be the second 
Growers expect to harvest 10,4 million acres--a 3 percent increase compared 
acreage since 1907, A yield of 61 bushels per acre is indicated for July 1 com- 


pared with 67 bushels last year and an average yield of 58 bushels, Planting of this year's acreage averaged two weeks later than 


usual, and stands show considerable variation, 
both growth and weed control, Excellent prospects can be found in all areas of the State, 


Prolonged showery periods interfered with cultivation, but recent weather has favored 


Soybean Acreage Up:. Growers intend to harvest 4,9 million acres of soybeans for beans in 1960, This is 4 percent more than were 


harvested last year, and 18 percent more than average, 

July, 

been slightly below average but favorable growing weather in early July has brightened prospects, 
A wheat crop of 52,1 million bushels is in 


Wheat Production Up 23 Percent: 
ten-year average of 45.7 million, 


produced on two percent less harvested acres than last year, 


Soybean planting was nearing completion early in 
Soybeans are expected to replace corn in areas where flooding and ponding have occurred, The condition of the crop has 


prospect compared to 42,3 million last year and the 
This twenty-three percent increase in production will be 
Some excellent yields were reported from the early combined fields 


in the southern part of the State, Offsetting this is the possible damage caused by wind and hail in the Central and South Central 


area the last week in June, 


Hay Yield Record High: 
cutting and caused many fields to become over-age, 


more times after cutting and a few fields were completely lost, 
feed for livestock, Second cuttings of hay are expected to be heavy, The expected yield of all hay at 2,05 
record high and acreage harvested and to 
last year but well below average, 


arvest at 2,2 million acres is a record low, Total production of 4, 


Growth of all hay and pasture crops has been excellent but frequent showers and wet ground delayed 
Much of the first cutting was rained on one or 
Recent growth has been good and pastures are supplying abundant 


tons per acre is a 
5 million tons is near 


Oats Acreage Smallest Since 1878: The current oats forecast, at 91 million bushels, is about two-thirds as large as average and 
except for last year the smallest since 1934, Growers will harvest 1,9 million acres, 15 per- 


cent less than last year and far below the ten-year average of 3,2 million acres, 


The yield per harvested acre at 48 bushels is well 


above the 40 bushel yield of last year and the average yield of 43 bushels, Although the crop was planted two to three weeks later 


than average, the good growing weather in 


June and early July has progressively improved the condition of the crop, The bulk of 


the oat acreage is now headed and combining of winter oats is underway in the southern part of the State with above average yields 


being reported, 


Farm Employment Down 5 Percent: Illinois farm employment increased to 300,000 persons during the survey week of June 19-25, 
LL ES 


5 percent more than in May, 
on July 1, 1960, advanced only fractionally over July 1, 1959, to 
house furnished and $152, 00 with board and room, 
board or room, The composite rate per hour for all 
vary widely in different sections of Illinois, 


but off 5 percent from a year ago, The farm wage rate index 
632 (1910-14=100), Wages per month averaged $197, 00 with 
Daily wages were reported at $7,170 with board and room and $9.40 without 
farm labor was $,90, up one percent from a year earlier, 


Farm wage rates 
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August 12, 1960 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1960 


brightened during the past month due to more favorable growing weather, the corn and soybean outlook is clouded by the fast ap- 
proaching fall season, Moisture shortages are beginning to appear in scattered communities--especially in the southern half of the 
State, 


Corn Prospects Improve: Although development of the corn crop is a week or more behind normal, especially in the northem 


Soybean Production Up Two Percent: A soybean crop of 128 million bushels is in Prospect according to current indications, This 

would be two percent above last year, 24 percent above average, and the third largest crop 
on record, Soybean yield is estimated at 26 bushels per acre, one-half bushel less than 1959 but about 1 1/2 bushels above average, 
Soybeans were generally planted later than usual due to wet weather, Development is two weeks behind last year and a week behind 
average but is now a week ahead of 1957, another late year, The North and West Districts have been the most delayed and some 
fields may be nipped by frost; however, the heaviest concentration of soybeans is in our central and southern counties where there is 
little probability of frost damage, 


Wheat Crop Below Expectation: Winter wheat production is estimated at 47 million bushels, slightly above the 1949-58 average of 

46 million bushels and 11 percent above the 42 million bushel crop of last year, Although some 
good yields were reported, a combination of smut and storm damage sharply cut yields in some areas from earlier anticipations, 
Post-harvest indications show a 29,0 bushel yield, 3.5 bushels above the 1959 yield and about 2.5 bushels above the 1949-58 average, 
Harvesting of the crop was virtually completed by the first of the month but about two weeks later than normal, 


Oats Crop Better Than Expected: Oats combining is nearing completion and yields are running above earlier expectations, The cur- 
rent yield of 51,0 bushels per acre will result in a crop of nearly 97 million bushels, With the ex- 
ception of last year's 89 million bushel crop, this will be the lowest since 1934, Storms leveled some fields and delayed harvest but 
no unusual losses were experienced, Per acre yields have exceeded 51 bushels in only two years, i, e, 1958 and 1955, 
Hay and Pastures Above Average: Despite dry spots scattered throughout the State, pastures and hay fields remain in excellent condi- 
eo tion , Drying weather was poor in June and rains hampered hay-cutting, but July brought more 
favorable haying weather and most cuttings were high in quality, A total of nearly 4,5 million tons of hay will be produced this 
year, This is only one percent less than last year but four percent below the 1949-58 average, 


Other Crops: Illinois farmers expect to harvest 24,000 acres of popcorn compared with 23,000 acres a year ago and the 1949-58 


This is little more than a third of last year's 1,100 acres, the previous low point, and about a tenth of the average, The expected 
yield of 550 pounds per acre will bring total production to only 100 tons, Sorghum grain production will be 17 percent above last 
year and more than twice as great as the ten~year average, With 2,700 acres of cotton for harvest and an average yield of 427 
pounds per acre, production is expected to total 2,400 five-hundred pound bales, A year ago 2,200 acres were harvested and pro- 


UNITED STATES 


Gains in yield prospects for several major crops during July give promise of making 1960 the Nation's biggest crop year, Corn 
Prospects eased upward during July and winter wheat and oats outyielded earlier expectations, Spring wheat and barley prospects 
shrank as the major producing States were hot and dry, The all crop production index edged upward to 119, or one point above the 
record of 1958 and 1959, Food grain and oilseed group indexes are substantially above a year 4go to give the real boost to the over- 
all index and counteract the lower outlook for the heavily weighted feed grain group, The composite yield per acre index covering 
28 leading crops edged upward to 138, well below the record of 143 in 1958, but above the 135 of 1959, 


Total feed grain tonnage is now expected to fall about 4 percent below last year, Oat production is substantially above last year, 
but the corn, sorghum, and barley crops are expected to be smaller than in 1959, July weather remained too cool in the eastern 
Corn Belt to overcome lateness, but the corn crop still holds promise given normal August moisture and warmth, 


Food grain production nearly a fifth above last year now seems likely, Winter wheat continued to outyield earlier expectations as 
the 1958 record by 1.5 bushels, Rice Prospects continue favorable with water supplies expected to be ample, Soybeans generally 


made favorable July growth, but development is behind recent years as much of the crop was planted late, Spring wheat is now ex= 
Pected to exceed last year's small crop by 20 percent, SEO E RE = 
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September 138, 1960 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1960 


Illinois" crop production prospects are virtually unchanged from August 1 forecasts, despite recent abnormally high tem- 
peratures and short rainfall, Current indications point to yields for corn and soybeans exactly the same as estimated a month ago, 
as do post-harvest survey data for oats. Minor changes are indicated for some hays, but the net effect on all hay is practically nil, 


Corn and soybeans, in some instances, have been forced into premature ripening recently by heat and lack of rainfall, 
especially late plantings on drouth susceptible soils, However, this has involved gains as well as losses since many of these fields 
faced greater than normal risk of frost damage short of maturity, Pastures deteriorated sharply from the unusually high August 1 
level of productivity although their condition is still five points above average for September 1, 


Corn Crop Near Record: [If current Prospects are realized, 1960 corn production is expected to total 652 million bushels, This 
output would be exceeded only by the record-breaking 673 million bushel crop of 1959, This year's 
acreage for harvest is the largest since 1907, The expected yield at 63 bushels per acre compares with 67 bushels last year anda 
10-year average of 58 bushels, The current yield is below the most recent four years but above all other years of record, Varia- 
tions between fields in all areas of the State is the greatest in several years, Unseasonably high temperatures in late August and 
early September were favorable to early planted corn but late fields suffered during a critical stage of development, However, 
some advantages may accrue to the latter in the form of accelerated maturity, For the most part, the crop continues about ten 
days behind normal, Current prospects are that 96 percent of the corn for grain will mature before the average killing freeze date, 
ae northern quarter of the State remains most retarded as many late planted fields are two to three weeks behind the normal 
schedule, 
Soybean Crop Larger Than Last Year: Soybean production is estimated at 128 million bushels, 2 percent above a year earlier and 
about a fourth larger than the 1949-58 average which reflects the long uptrend in production 
of this crop, Yield is expected to be 26 bushels per acre, the same as indicated a month ago, This is down a half bushel from 1959 
but nearly 1 1/2 bushels above average, Development is over a week behind last year which was about average, Prospects vary 
greatly in nearly all parts of the State. The risk of frost damage appears to have diminished somewhat during the recent hot, dry 
weather, About 98 percent of the crop should mature before the average killing freeze date, The greatest probability of frost 
damage exists in the northern quarter of the State. 


about a week later than average, Weather conditions during the harvest period were favorable and the quality of the crop was gener- 
ally good, 


Forage Crops Decline Slightly: | Pasture condition declined sharply during August because of dry weather over most of the State, 

although at 85 percent, it was still five points above the 1949-58 average for September 1, Pros- 
pective hay production of 4.4 million tons is down a fraction of one percent from the August forecast, one percent below last year, 
and five percent below the ten-year average, 


UNITED STATES 


for the 1958 and 1959 crop seasons, The feed grain and oil crop groupindexesincreased substantially during the month, while hay 
and forage, cotton, and tobacco showed slight advances, The food grain, vegetable, and sugar crop indexes were unchanged from 
a month ago, 

The composite yield per acre index covering 28 leading crops advanced to 140, second only to the 143 in 1958 and well 
above the 135 of 1959, Record yields per acre are indicated for sorghum grain, peanuts and tobacco while the dry bean yield ties 
the record set last year, 

Total feed grain tonnage now looks to be only about 2 percent below last year, as sorghum prospects increased substantially 
during August and corn, oats and barley showed modest increases, A 4,2 billion bushel com crop is now in prospect, about two per- 
cent above a month ago, but four percent below the record production last year, Late July and August rains boosted com prospects 
in the Southeast, particularily on the later plantings, Mid-August weather was cooler than usual in the Corn Belt, and maturity 
continues to lag the usual progress to pose a serious threat of damage from an early frost, Sorghum grain prospects brightened con- 
siderably as yields pushed to record or near-record levels in nearly all States, Production of 591 million bushels is only 3 percent 
below the record of 1958 which was harvested from nearly 1 1/2 million more acres, Oat production is a tenth larger than the small 
1959 crop, and barley production is one percent lower than last year but about a fourth above average, 

Food grain production about a fifth above last year seems virtually assured as harvest of wheat, the major food grain, 
moved into the final stages in the most northern areas, Spring wheat made a modest gain during August as precipitation was suffi- 
cient to give some help in filling heads, The spring wheat crop is now expected to be over a fifth larger than last year's small crop, 
with nearly a three-fourths increase in durum and a sixth more in other spring varieties, 
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October 13, 1960 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1960 


Illinois" prospective corn crop of 663 million bushels reflects a one bushel an acre increase in yield over the 
September 1 estimate, This is slightly below last year's record crop of 673 million bushels, The soybean crop is estimated 
at 128 million bushels, two percent above the 1959 crop, Several weeks of warm, dry weather have favored the maturing corn 
and soybeans, Soybean harvest is nearing completion in parts of the East and South but just getting underway in many northern 
counties, 

Winter wheat seeding progress is running about normal, having been Stepped up recently as increasing numbers of 
soybean stubble fields became available, Soil moisture is low but prepared ground has good tilth, 


Corn Crop Near Record: The 1960 Illinois corn crop is estimated at 663 million bushels--about 2 percent smaller than the all- 
time record production set in 1959, The current yield forecast of 64 bushels per acre is a bushel 


above the September 1 forecast, but five bushels below the all-time high yield (69 bushels per acre) set in 1958. September 
weather, with above average temperatures and below average rainfall, has helped hasten conditioning and drying of the 1960 
crop, 
There is now little danger of frost damage except in the northern quarter of the State. For the entire State virtually 
all corn is in or beyond the dent stage while 80 percent is safe from frost, About 95 percent was frost free at this time last year, 
Corn picking is now about 10 percent complete=~progress is slightly behind a year ago, 


Soybean Crop Aboye Last Year: Soybean production is estimated at 128 million bushels--2 percent above last year and 24 per- 
cent above the 1949-58 average, but 11 percent below the record 1958 crop, The current 


yield forecast of 26 bushels per acre is the same as indicated the past two months, This is half a bushel below last year's yield 
but 1 1/2 bushels above average. Although the average yield for the State has remained unchanged since August 1, prospects 
especially in the East Southeast have deteriorated due to lack of moisture while improvement has been noted in other areas 
where many thought their beans were planted too late to mature before frost, Nearly ideal weather for combining has prevailed 
and after a late start harvest is now 70 percent complete which is slightly behind the average of 75 percent. A year ago progress 
was interrupted by showers and less than 60 percent was combined by this time, 


Outlook for Forage Crop Below Average: The October hay production estimate of 4,5 million tons is up slightly from last month 


but the same as in 1959, Current production is slightly below the 10-year average of 
4,7 million tons, Over much of the State, particularly in the South, pastures are dried up and some late hay was of lower 
quality than earlier cuttings, 


Feed Grain Stocks Above Last Year: Old crop corn on farms October 1 totaled 39 million bushels, 73 percent above last year 
but 3 percent below the ten-year average, Soybeans stocks were 879,000 bushels, only 

41 percent of the stock on hand last year but 56 percent above average, Wheat stocks are indicated at 7 million bushels--11 per- 

cent above a year earlier but 25 percent below average, Oat stocks are 14 percent above last year's short crop but 24 percent 


below average, 


YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1959 and 1960 1/ 
a : 1960 


Pew LosgIet Gieck 1960 1950, ~=1980 959 § 1960)? 1959 


State CG 
- Yield per harvested acre (bushels) - 

Northwest 78 67 49 49 27 31 30 29 
Northeast 72 67 47 52 33 36 30 29 
West 73 60 34 46 25 24 28 26 
Central qh 74 35 55 28 30 28 29 
East 66 72 32 57 28 33 27 28 
W. Southwest 63 62 31 49 26 28 27 27 
E, Southeast 60 55 30 48 23 28 25 22 
Southwest 45 49 25 aa 26 31 23 24 
Southeast 46 49 22 35 24 27 23 24 

STATE 67.0 64.0 40.0 51.0 25.5 29.0 26.5 26.0 

- Production (thousand bushels) - 

Nerthwest 126, 646 111, 005 30,102 25,915 504 561 4, 250 4, 022 
Northeast 91, 463 87, 7176 20, 349 19,393 1,298 1, 340 9,927 9,997 
West T1, 729 61,509 8,448 9,379 3,499 3,114 8, 235 T, 836 
Central 101, 453 108,374 12,198 16, 636 4,183 4, TAT 16,368 17,539 
East 89, 708 100, 998 10, 827 15, 829 3,537 4,514 22, 739 24, 227 
W. Southwest 78,976 79,620 3, 256 3, 709 9,932 10, 786 22,474 22, 866 
E, Southeast 67, 529 63, 452 2,837 3,966 8,516 10,560 23, 864 2100 
Southwest 22,408 24, 604 1,031 1,487 6, 734. 7, 732 9,446 10, 548 
Southeast 23, 438 25,190 272 484 4,127 3,829 8,307 9, 238 

STATE 673, 350 662, 528 89, 320 96, 798 42, 330 47,183 125, 610 128, 050 

~ Stocks on Farms, October 1, (thousand bushels) - 

Northwest 4, 313 8,128 19, 656 21,572 225 152 23 40 
Northeast 3, 789 7,007 15, 802 16, 338 128 112 48 143 
West 3,487 7,198 6,944 6,867 315 163 339 158 
Central 1,373 3, 080 9, 292 11,679 293 247 197 78 
East 4,512 6, 342 9,413 12, 303 187 236 731 109 
W. Southwest 3,330 3,153 2,841 2,660 1, 754 1,462 512 107 
E, Southeast 834 2,010 1,591 2,585 DOL) 1,322 242 114 
Southwest 498 TT1 487 1,178 1,915 2,904 mse 90 
Southeast 617 1,663 71 320 216 479 36 40 


STATE 22, 753 39, 352 66, 097 75, 502 6,350 {Euyy 2,128 879 
I7 Preliminary estimates as of October I, 1960, 


George Wangen 
Donald M, Bay 
Lloyd C, Stuber 
J. A. Ewing Arthur K, Homann 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge - OVER - Agricultural Statisticians 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1960 


As the 1960 crop season draws to a close, it appears that although this year got off to a slow start it will turn out to be an 
overall good crop year, Pastures are the dim spot in the picture--conditions declined rapidly early in the season in southern areas, 
but generally are normal or above in the North, 


Preliminary harvest returns indicate a corn crop of 694 million bushels, the largest prospective corn crop in the State's 
history, exceeding last year's crop by 20 million bushels, Corn yields are above earlier expectations and production is 31,1 million 
bushels above a month earlier. Soybean production is placed at 128 million bushels, the same as a month earlier, Variation in yields 
were evident in most areas as harvest got under way, Although conditions were favorable for soybean harvest and combining is virtu- 
ally completed, corn picking is lagging in some northern areas due to the high moisture content, 


RECORD CORN CROP: A bumper 1960 corn crop of 694 million bushels is now estimated for Illinois--3 percent above the previous 

peak production established in 1959, The current yield forecast at 67 bushels per acre is 3 bushels above 
the October 1 forecast, but still 2 bushels below the all-time high yield (69 bushels per acre) established in 1958, The crop gener- 
ally appears to be of excellent quality although intermittent showers and damp weather have slowed drying. Very little of Illinois’ 
late corn was damaged by frost, Corn picking got off to a rather slow start in the North where many fields are not dry enough to 
pick, but harvest is ahead of normal in the South, Statewide, for the week ending November 8, slightly over half of the 1960 crop 
was harvested, compared with 71 percent harvested at this time last year and the average of 79 percent. Several weeks of Indian 
Summer would be very welcome, 


SOYBEAN CROP UP SLIGHTLY: A soybean crop of 128 million bushels is expected==2 percent above last year and 24 percent 
above the 1949-58 average, but 10 percent below the record 1958 crop. The current yield fore- 
cast of 26 bushels per acre is the same as indicated by crop reporters the last three months, Yield is down a half bushel from 1959, 
but almost one and one-half bushels above average, Although the State yield has remained unchanged since August 1, early season 
Prospects deteriorated in the East Southeast and southern Districts while most other areas showed some improvement, Virtually, all 
soybeans have been combined, Harvest started late, but with near ideal weather conditions » Was completed ahead of normal, 


UNITED STATES 


A record total crop production is assured, as favorable October weather allowed late-growing corn and sorghum: crops to 
reach full maturity and all-time highs, Late season gains for corn, sorghum grain, rice, peanuts, tobacco, and dry beans more 
than offset slight to moderate reductions in cotton, soybeans, and sugar crops, 


A marked increase during October in the feed grain group, heavyweight of the Nation's crops, swept the production index 
for all crops to a record 122 percent, The previous record was 118 in 1958 and 1959. Corn, sorghum grain, peanuts, tobacco, dry 
beans, and rice are setting new highs in yield-per-acre, 


storage level, Sorghum grain production advanced 2 percent during October to smash the former production record of 1958, Har- 
completion, 


Soybean production slipped slightly as the effects of late season dry weather became more evident at harvest time in Ohio, 
Michigan, and Minnesota, Expected production is 4 percent larger than last year and the second highest of record, Harvest was 
practically finished by November 1 in the "Soybelt", and started in the late-harvesting southern areas, 


Pastures for the Nation as a whole were better than average, but fell 
substantially short of the exceptionally lush growth a year ago, Earlier dry YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 
weather in the middle Mississippi and Ohio River Valleys left most pastures ‘ As Percentage of "Normal * 
short and brown, and October rainfall failed to stimulate any appreciable 4 
late growth, Range forage is short and dry in the northern Plains and central 
and northern Rocky Mountain regions, Rains in the central and southern 
Plains have stimulated grass growth and fall seeded wheat is furnishing the 
best grazing in years, Arizona ranges received substantial October moisture, 
and early November rains in California should revive range forage, The sup- 
ply of hay and forage available to winter livestock, as viewed by crop report- 
ers on November 1, looks slightly better than both last year and average, Sup- 
plies are much above last year's drought-reduced volume in Minnesota and 
the Dakotas but are near last year's level in other areas, except the lower on 
Mississippi Valley where early season dryness reduced the hay crop, 00 ond over [52] Good to excellent 


65 to 80 Poor to fair 
to 65 BRB V oor 
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October weather was favorable for fall crops over most of the Nation, Pres coteteromnayy 
Frequent rains during the last half of the month slowed harvest in the southern 
Great Plains and parts of the middle Mississippi Valley, but rains in other 
areas caused only temporary harvest interruptions, Heavy October rains in 
southern Texas delayed planting and hampered cultivation and weeding of 
winter vegetables, The first hard freeze in the Midwest came about October 
20, and compensated for the late,wet planting season and predominantly cool 
summer which had retarded development, Corn and sorghum grain harvests 
were running later than last year's slow harvest in most major producing 
areas as farmers waited for moisture content to fall to safe storage levels, 

In 1959, even though maturity was relatively early, rainy weather held 
moisture content high and made fields too soft for heavy harvesting machinery, 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 


As Percentage of “Normal” 


George Wangen 
Lloyd C, Stuber 


J. A. Ewing Donald M, Bay augur 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statisticians nee ee + 
Under 35 GME Cxtrame drought 
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“f ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1961 


January 1 stocks of feed grain on Illinois farms are moderately higher than a year ago, 
the largest since records have been kept and probably the largest in State's history. The 
combined corn, oats, barley, and sorghum grain amounted to 15.5 million tons which is 
half a million tons greater than the former record high of 15.0 million tons of 1960, and 
compares with the 1950-59 average of 12.1 million tons. The record corn crop of last year 
accounts for a large portion of the record feed grain. Oat stocks were moderately higher 
than the small supply on farms a year ago. Barley and sorghum grain stocks were slightly 
higher but make up only a small fraction of one percent of the total. Soybean stocks are 
the lowest in the last five years and wheat and rye stocks are down sharply from last year. 
Hay stocks are above average and much higher than last year's January stocks. 


Growers had 520 million bushels of corn as of January 1, compared to 505 million a 
year ago and a ten-year average of 383 million bushels. Stocks as a percent of production 
are the same as a year ago but disappearance during the past quarter is the highest on rec- 
ord. Oat stocks were slightly higher than a year ago along with the increase in 1960 pro- 
duction. Current stocks of 60 million bushels are the third smallest since 1935. Wheat 
stocks, amounting to 3.9 million bushels are 9 percent lower than a year ago, and 37 per- 
cent below average. Total soybeans held on farms on January 1 was 44 million bushels, 

16 percent less than a year ago and 29 percent above average. Growers are holding the 
smallest percent of production in four years. 


Employment on Illinois farms during December set a new record low for that month. 
The farm labor force during the survey week of December 18-24 totaled 203, 000 persons, 
down 26 percent from November and 4 percent from December 1959, Family workers 
were estimated at 176,000 persons or 87 of all farm workers in December. This was a 
drop of 22 percent from November,and 5 percent less than a year earlier. Hired 
workers numbered 27, 000 persons in December, the same as the year before, but 43 per- 
cent below a month earlier. Total farm employment during 1960 averaged 249, 000 persons, 
which represents a decline of about 3 percent from the previous year. Family workers 
were down 2 percent and hired workers 4 percent from the preceding year. 


The farm wage rate index in Illinois on January 1, 1961 stood at 660 (1910-14=100), up 
nearly 2 percent from a year ago. Monthly wages averaged $200.00 with a house furnished 
and $155.00 with board and room. Daily Wages were reported at $7.70 with board and 
room and $9.20 without board or room. Hourly rates were $1.10 without board or room. 
Wage rates show wide variations in different parts of the State. 


UNITED STATES 


For the fourth year in a row a record volume of feed grains was stored on farms January 1, over 2 percent more than a year 
earlier and almost a third above average. Stocks of both corn and sorghum grain were record high on January 1--corn 1 percent 
above the previous record and sorghum grain over 4 percent above, Oat stocks were 10 percent above a year earlier and barley 
stocks 2 percent, Cold, wet weather in most of the Corn Belt kept moisture content of cribbed corn ata high level and subject to 
some spoilage if not fed before warm weather, 

Stocks of food grains topped last year's January 1 high level by 28 percent, but were still 8 percent below the previous record 
on hand January 1, 1959. Flaxseed on farms was 31 percent above a year earlier, reflecting the sharp upturn in production in 1960, 
but still nearly a third below average, Soybean stocks were down sharply~-12 percent, but 37 percent above the average. 


Tonnage of hay on farms was the third largest of record and 6 percent above a year earlier, Hay production in 1960 was the 
second highest of record and along with a good carryover of hay on May 1, 1960, represents a supply considered adequate for 1960-61 
feeding in most areas, Snow cover in most Northern areas limited livestock grazing with some ranges closed by deep snows, Crop 
residues were still being grazed in some Northern and Central Great Plains areas and the Corn Belt, Pastures in the Southern Great 
Plains were nearly dormant because of cold weather, Some wheat fields were being grazed, although Texas wheat fields were too 
wet for grazing, Pastures in the lower Mississippi Valley and the Southeast were in only fair condition but recent rains should im- 
prove prospects, In the Far West, dry weather has retarded growth of pasture feed. Supplemental feeding of livestock was necessary 
as a result of cold weather and short pasture feed. However, livestock are in generally good condition, 


December weather throughout the Nation was generally cold and somewhat dry, December precipitation approached normal 
in the eastern half of the Nation, was unusually heavy in the Southwest, but.among the driest of record in the Great Basin, Soil 
moisture in the Central Plains was much better than normal, about normal in the Corn Belt, and on the dry side in much of the 
Southeast until late in the month, Frigid blasts stabbed deep in the South with freezing temperatures hitting North Florida in early 
December and reaching as far South as Lake Okeechobee the middle of the month, Damage was generally light and spotted, however, 


Winter wheat in the important Central Plains went into dormancy in good to excellent condition, Recent moisture will be helpful 
to the crop in dry topsoil areas of Kansas and Nebraska, Winter grains are also in good condition in the Northern Great Plains and the 
Great Lakes area where a protective snow cover remains, In the Southern Great Plains, small grains are in good shape, but low tem- 
peratures have slowed growth, In the Southeast, small grains are good in the northern areas to poor in the southern areas, with cold 
weather slowing growth, THE LG RY Or thi 


- OVER - me 
1 16. 1951 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE # ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE ae 
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April 11, 1961 


CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1961 


ILLINOIS: Wheat production is indicated at 56.0 million bushels. This compares with 

46.2 million bushels produced last year and the 1950-59 average of 45.6 mil- 
lion bushels. Wheat seeding was completed ahead of average last fall and went into winter 
in excellent condition. Snow cover provided protection for most fields during the coldest 
weather. Wheat is making good growth and is reported in above-average condition.Losses 
due to flooding and ponding so far are slight. The present yield forecast of 32 bushels per 
seeded acre is 4 bushels above a year ago and 6 bushels above average. Acres seeded 
last fall are 7 percent above the previous year. 

Illinois farmers have made the most of their opportunities for field work. Despite 
frequent delays due to wet fields, oat seeding is over two weeks ahead of last year and 
ahead of average. Plowing for corn and soybeans is running ahead of schedule for this 
date and through the Central area is over two-thirds completed. Legumes have come 
through the winter mostly in good condition and in the southern third of the State pastures 
have made good growth and are furnishing considerable feed. The peach crop prospects 
in Southern Illinois were dampened due to an April second freeze. In some localities one - 
third of the blooms have turned black. 

Farm stocks of corn, 358 million bushels, were at a record level for April 1 and 
exceeds stocks a year ago by 3 million bushels and is 37 percent greater than the ten-year 
average of 261 million bushels. The volume of corn which disappeared during the January- 
April quarter at 162 million bushels is the largest in over 30 years of record, with large 
quantities of high moisture corn being fed to livestock. Oat stocks at 33.1 million bushels 
is 2.5 million bushels above the small stock supply of 30.6 million bushels a year ago and 
9.8 million bushels below the 1950-59 average. Soybean stocks on farms April l, the low- 
est since 1956, amounted to 14,2 million bushels, compared to 37. 4 million bushels on hand 
a year ago and a ten-year average of 20.6 million bushels. Favorable prices provided an 
inducement in moving beans from farm storage. Wheat stocks held on farms April 1 were 
1,2 million bushels compared with .9 million bushels last year and the average of 4.1 mil- 
lion bushels. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1961, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop: uantity (Thousand Bushels 
: Average ; : Average 
1950-59 si cen di ekcan 1950-59 ; 1960 : 1961 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 5Z0G 54 53 261,246 354, 166 357,625 
Wheat 8.3 24,0 25 4,133 863 1, 156 
Oats <i} tay. 34 36 42,817 30,612 33, 066 
Barley 21.4 20 25 490 346 503 
Rye Lo 11 9.0 128 117 91 
Soybeans 19 35 30 ll 20,606 37, 409 14, 223 
UNITED STATES 
Corn for grain 50.6 52a 52.4 1,492,921 2,044,359 2,069,800 
W heat 20.4 18.1 18.9 2235285 204, 478 257,823 
Oats 38.3 39.8 41.6 500, 311 423,898 482,942 
Barley £939 28.6 2939 101,288 120, 806 126, 407 
Rye 24.7 23.2 2249 5,987 57185 7, 356 
Soybeans LAGZ 26.5 13.0 78,280 141, 283 72,534 
Grain Stocks on Farms, Illinois by Crop Reporting Districts, April 1, 1960 and 1961 
: Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 
Be NSWraeN: bitte We Caney Et LWW ESE oOWeE. 


- Thousand Bushels- 
Corn 


1960 57,163 49,894 38,580 56,441 56,662 37,187 39,001 10,831 8,407 
1961 95,524 51,520 32,728 56,877 64,826 41,117 35,485 bs Pe Tol U 


Soybeans 
1960 1,208 4,003 AMD OVAL f 5,015 8, 788 5, 869 6, 385 fags VAS 990 
1961 416 1,850 942 1,908 2,462 2,800 Bro LD 1,090 440 
Oats L stig 
1960 12,081 7,536 3,195 2, 585 Paget Win 1,128 853 THEA MARY Gr Thao 
1961 9,969 7,020 pap em a | 4, 140 5,590 1,422 1,418 EY] oe | 


47> 
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; : Lloyd C. Stuber, George Wangen, 
Agr. Statistician 


An Charge Donald M.Bay, Arthur K. Homann, Agr. Statisticians 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE #* ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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CROP REPORT - MAY l, 1961 


ILLINOIS: Winter wheat prospects of 53.4 million bushels compares with last year's 

production of 46.2 million bushels and a 1950-59 average of 45.6 million 
bushels. If the crop materializes it will be the second largest crop in over three 
decades, being exceeded in 1956 by a crop of 60.9 million bushels. 

Recent heavy rains through central and southern Illinois are reported to have 
caused damage to some wheat acreage due to standing water and the flooding of some 
streams. This latest damage cannot yet be assessed. 

Frequent rains have interrupted the usual field work. Least progress has been 
made in the southern third of the State where only a third of the spring plowing has been 
completed. Field work is well advanced across the northern third of the State. Some 
corn and soybeans have been planted in scattered parts of the State. 

Pasture and legumes have been slow in getting started but wheat has shown a 
slight but steady improvement from the effects of wheat Mosaic, which was evident earli- 
er in some localities. Stands and color are generally good and fields through Central 
Illinois are six to twelve inches high. Rye condition at 93 percent is one point below a 
year ago and compares with the 1950-59 average of 90 percent. 

Stocks of hay on hand May 1 were the second highest on record. Fifty percent of 
last year's production was consumed during January-May of this year. 


Statistical Summary for May |Report - Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 


& LINOL ; UNITED STATES 
rop : Average : : Indicated : Average : : Indicate 
4950-592 vate mia SYORI IBIS 30 1950289! | vee? 96% pse Sorgen 
Winter Wheat: 
Acres for harvest i het kA 1,594 BD og 40,296 40,561 41,277 
Yield per acre 26.8 29.0 31:0 20.9 re Zov5 
Production, bu. 45,649 46 ,226 Forae 940 2244 ol LL Tenh3 Lice Le 095,697 
Rye condition 90 94 B35 86 89 88 
All hay condition 86 93 ou 85 87 85 
Pasture condition 85 oi 89 80 85 83 
Hay stocks on farms: 
% of previous 
year's crop 18.7 7b AY 25.0 16.0 15.4 193:7 
Tons 877 938 1, 142 Ltate6 17, 543 23,900 


UNITED STATES: Winter wheat shows prospects of a crop 2 percent below 1960 but well 
above average. Field work in North Atlantic and East North Central 
States is two weeks or more behind schedule due to cold weather and wet soils. The 
Southeast is somewhat behind the usual pace but other areas show near normal progress, 
Spring vegetable and melon Output will be less than last year. Southern peach prospects 
are bright and May 1 condition is favorable for the California peach crop. Citrus produc- 


crops. Yield per acre of 26.5 bushels is nearly six bushels above average and likewise 
exceeded only by 1958 and 1960. Moisture supplies are generally adequate in the Southern 
Plains States and excessive in the East North Central States. Wheat was fully headed in 
most of central Oklahoma and just starting to head in southern Kansas at the end of April. 
Winter wheat production, forecast at 1,096 million bushels, is 2 percent below last 


age, 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE 3% ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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CRUPS & 


June 12, 1961 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1961 


ILLINOIS: Crop prospects have improved materially during the past week due to favor - 

able growing conditions and rain in some areas. There is considerable vari- 
ation in the progress of crops. In the northern part of the State seed bed preparation, 
and corn and soybean planting were ahead of schedule, but germination and growth have 
been slowed by cool weather and dry soil condition. 

The southern part of the State was plagued by wet fields and floods along some of 
the main streams. Field work lagged during most of May but picked up considerably 
during the latter part of the month and the first week in June. Fall sown grains are 
generally good and practically all headed out. Most oat stands are good but some have 
not made normal growth and are on the short side. Alfalfa and red clover growth has 
been retarded and some fields damaged by aphids and spittle bugs in the northern area. 
Harvesting of the crop is underway and yields below normal. 

An Illinois wheat crop of 53.4 million bushels is in prospect. This would be 7.2 
million bushels above the 1960 wheat production and 7.8 million bushels above the 1950- 
59 average. If the crop materializes, it will be the second largest crop in over three 
decades, exceeded only by the 1956 record crop of 60.9 million bushels. Over 90 per- 
cent of the wheat is headed and about half is blooming and filling. Development is gen- 
erally about the same as last year but lags a few days behind average. Flooding in 
parts of southern Illinois caused complete loss in some fields and materially lowered 
yields in others. Scattered hail damage has been reported. 

The peach crop is estimated at 800, 000 bushels this year, slightly above last year 
but about IZ percent below average. The apple crop prospects vary but state-wide are 
generally good. Crop prospects were dimmed in scattered areas due to frost and hail 
damage and cool, wet weather hindered pollination and spray programs. 


__ STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 


ILLINOIS UNITED STATES 
Crop ‘ ; : 


Winter Wheat- 


- Acres for harvest (000) peli 1,594 1,722 40,296 40,561 ZW We bef 
Yield per acre, bu. 20a 29.0 aa70 20.9 21.5 Blot 
Production, bu. (000) 45,649 46,226 53,382 840,244 1,117,131 1,120,517 

All Hay - Condition, % 86 95 88 84 87 85 

Pasture - Condition, % 89 96 89 84 87 84 

Peaches-Production, bu. (000) 904 750 800 63,130 74, 315 76, 885 

Pears-Production, bu. (000) 92 35 1/ 29,220 25,621 25,621 


1/ Estimates discontinued beginning with 1961 crop season, 


UNITED STATES: Although the season is somewhat late, crop prospects as a whole are 

generally good to excellent for most of the Nation. Winter wheat 
prospects improved in the Central Plains and the 1961 crop is expected to exceed last 
year's production. Spring wheat was seeded late but topsoil moisture supplies are cur- 
rently favorable except for spotted conditions in eastern Montana and western North 
Dakota. Corn, sorghum, and soybean planting is ahead of last year and about normal for 
June 1 as farmers made rapid progress the latter half of May. Cool weather retarded 
growth of forage crops across the northern and most of the eastern half of the country. 
Pastures averaged about normal but below the excellent condition of a year ago. Decidu- 
ous fruit production is expected to be greater than last year and well above average. 

Rains in the Central Plains area during May provided moisture for development of 
the winter wheat crop inthis area. The 1961 crop of 1,121 million bushels moved ahead 
of last year and ranks second only to the 1, 179 million bushel crop of 1958. Yield per 
acre is the third highest of record, exceeded only by 1958 and 1960. Crop progress is 
about normal with heading reported as far north as Nebraska. Combines are rolling in 
Texas and southern Oklahoma. 

Spring oats had a cold, wet planting season in the East North Central area with seed- 
ing delayed and some fields replanted because of rotting of seed. Stands are generally 
good, though late, and progress should be rapid with the arrival of warmer weather. 

Corn Belt farmers have about made up for early season delays by long hours of work 
during favorable periods in May. About two-thirds of the corn is planted in Ohio and 
Indiana. This is only slightly behind the normal pace although these States were lagging 

- over - 
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TELINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


July 13, 1961 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = JULY 1, 1961 


Decline in Crop Acreage: Illinois farmers will harvest 19,5 million acres of crop this season, a seven percent reduction from 
last year's total and the smallest acreage since 1945, The Federal Feed Grain Program is primarily 


responsible for the decline and has resulted in appreciable shifts in distribution of crop acreage as well, Sharp cuts in corn, oats, 
and hay have been partially offset by increases in soybeans and winter wheat, Spring planting was timely, despite scattered inter- 
ruptions, The yield outlook for most crops is well above average, 


Corn Crop Down Sharply: The prospective corn crop for grain of 575 million bushels is 15 percent below last year and the lowest 
since 1957, This decline in production is due to a reduction in corn acreage, as the indicated yield 


of 69 bushels equals the record yield of 1958, Growers expect to harvest 8,3 million acres, which is 16 percent fewer than last 
year, State-wide corn planting was about ten days ahead of the late 1960 season although rainy weather and flooded conditions 
delayed planting in the lower extreme South, In northern areas planting was on schedule, but due to dry soil conditions and cool 
weather, germination was slow and some acreage was replanted, The uneven growth of stands tended to disappear under more fa- 
vorable weather conditions, Most fields are clean of weeds and there is very little corn borer activity, 


Soybean Acreage Up Sharply: Growers expect to harvest a record 5,5 million acres of soybeans for beans, 11 percent more than 
last year's total, and 28 percent more than average, Planting was accomplished without interrup- 


tion in most areas, but was delayed by excessive rain and flood in the lower quarter of the State, where a limited acreage was 
planted after July 1. Germination has been satisfactory, although some plantings were slow to emerge in Central and Northern 
areas due to cool, dry weather, Most of the crop is clean and making normal growth, 


Second Largest Wheat Crop: Wheat production is forecast at 54,6 million bushels compared with 46.2 million last year and the 
ten-year average of 45,6 million, This 18 percent increase in production will be harvested from 


7 percent more acres than a year ago, Yield is estimated at 32 bushels per acre, 3 bushels above 1960 and 5 bushels above aver- 
age, Combining is about half completed, starting in southern areas the last week of June and now moving rapidly in the Central 
part of the State, Scattered losses from lodging occurred but generally the yield and quality is reported see Flooding during 
May in parts of Southern Illinois caused abandonment of some fields and lowered yields in others, Although wheat was threatened 
earlier by Mosaic as well as several of the fungus diseases, none of them appreciably lowered Illinois’ prospective yield, 


Hay Yields and Acreage Down: Legumes and pastures showed good stands this spring but growth has been rather light, In the North, 

moisture was a bit short and in addition aphids caused some damage to legumes, Hay quality was 
generally good except in the South, where some of the first cuttings were damaged by rain, Pastures are short and second cuttings 
of hay are not expected to be heavy, A total of 3,9 million tons, which is well below last year and average,is to be harvested 
from an estimated 2.0 million acres, a record low, The expected yield of all hay is 1,92 tons per acre, 


Oat Acreage Smallest Since 1874: The current oat forecast of 83 million bushels is about two-thirds as large as average and the 
smallest crop since 1934, Growers will harvest 1.5 million acres, 15 percent less than last 


year and about 50 percent of average and is the smallest acreage to be harvested since 1874, The indicated yield per harvested 
acre at 54 bushels is 3 bushels above last year's yield and substantially above average, Oat seeding was completed several days 
ahead of last year and cool weather was favorable for growth although there is unevenness of some stands, Most of the acreage 
for harvest is in or beyond bloom stage and rapidly tuning, Some early spring sown fields are nearly ripe and combining has 
started on winter oats, 


Farm Stocks of Selected Grains: Corn stocks on farms July 1, (of the 1960 production) amounted to 242.9 million bushels 9 per- 
cent more than a year ago, while oat stocks at 18,4 million bushels were 36 percent higher than 
last year, Soybean stocks totaled to 1,9 million bushels, compared to 11,2 million bushels a year ago and the lowest since 1954, 


Farm Employment Up 6 Percent: Illinois farm employment increased to 317,000 persons, during the survey week June 18-24-- 
7 percent more than May and 6 percent greater than a year earlier, The farm wage rate index 


on July 1, 1961 was up to 650 Leas about 3 percent greater than the 632 a year ago, Wages per month averaged $201.00 
with house furnished and $156. 00 with board and room, Daily wages were reported at $7.70 with board and room and $9.50 with- 
out board androom, An hourly rate of $1.12 without board and Ttoom was reported, up from $1,10 last year, Farm wage rates 
vary widely in different sections of Illinois, 


Lloyd C, Stuber Arthur K, Homann 
George Wangen Alexander A, Manz 
J. A, Ewing Donald M, Bay 
Agriculmural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statisticians 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1961 


Production prospects of most crops increased during July, with record production of soybeans and near record production of winter 
wheat expected, Grain and soybean yields per acre are expected to attain record or near record levels, 


Corn Prospects Improve Sharply: Production of corn for grain in Illinois is estimated at 608 million bushels, up 6 percent from 
July 1 and 19 percent more than the 1950-59 average of 511 million bushels but 10 percent 


smaller than the 1960 crop, The indicated yield of 73.0 bushels per acre harvested for grain is a record which compares with the 
previous high of 69.0 obtained in 1958 and the 10-year average yield of 59.2 bushels, July weather was extremely favorable for 
growth and corn condition is well above average. Rains have been timely and the overall progress of corn has been above average 
during the past two weeks, 


Soybean Production a Record: Prospective soybean production is estimated at 157 million bushels, the largest crop on record, This 

is 21 percent greater than the 129 million bushels produced last year and 18 percent larger than the 
record 132 million bushels produced in 1956, The indicated yield of 28.5 bushels equals the record high of 1956 and is 2.5 bushels 
higher than last year and is 3,9 bushels higher than average, Statewide the progress of the crop is ahead of average and well ahead 
of last year, Wet weather delayed planting in some southern communities but adequate moisture and warm temperatures have has- 
tened growth in all sections, 


Wheat Crop a Near Record: Winter wheat production is estimated at 61 million bushels which is one million bushels below the 

1919 record of 62 million, This is 12,5 percent more than indicated a month earlier and 33 percent 
greater than last year's crop of 46 million bushels, which was about the same as the ten-year average, The indicated yield of 
36.0 bushels per acre is the second highest on record, exceeded only in 1956 by a yield of 37.5 bushels, Harvest has been virtu- 
ally completed for about two weeks and quality of the wheat is good, 


Oats Crop Better Than Expected: The oat crop is estimated 2 percent greater than a month ago with production indicated at 84 mil- 
lion bushels, Due to the decline in oat acreage this year, this is 8 percent less than the 92 million 


bushel crop last year, The yield of 55,0 bushel per acre is one bushel below the record yield of 56,0 bushels of 1955 and equals the 
1958 yield, Some excellent yields and test weights were reported, Combining was about 90 percent completed by the first week in 
August but has been lagging in the North due to frequent rains, 


Smaller Hay Crop: Hay production estimated at 4,0 million tons, is down sharply compared with last year's crop of 4,7 million 
tons and the ten-year average of 4,8 million tons, Yields, on a reduced acreage, are smaller than those of a 


year ago although larger than average. 
UNITED STATES 


Partial relief from the critical drought conditions in the Northern Plains and near ideal growing conditions over most of the Nation 
pushed the all crops production index up 1 point from a month ago, Improved feed grain prospects provided much of the upward 
push although increases were also shown for some other commodity groups. The August 1 level of 113 is still 8 points below the 
1960 index, due chiefly to lower acreages of corn and sorghums, The composite index of yield per acre covering the 28 leading 
crops computes to 140 for August 1. This compares to the record level of 143 established in 1960 and 1958, 


Indicated production of feed grains moved upward during July as favorable weather raised yield prospects, However, total tonnage 
for 1961 is expected to be 15 percent below last year, due chiefly to reduced acreages of corn and sorghum grain, Excellent con- 
ditions in the major Corn Belt States helped boost the expected yield of corn for grain to a record high of 57,5 bushels per acre, 

3 bushels above July estimate and the previous record yield set in 1960. A 3.35 billion bushel crop is now in prospect compared 
to the 1960 corn for grain production of 3.9 billion, 


Winter wheat output in 1961 is now estimated to be 4 percent below the 1960 crop, Harvest was nearly completed in the Plains 
States and far Northwest but was delayed by frequent showin in the eastern Corn Belt and North Atlantic States, Yield indications 
dropped below earlier expectations and some loss in quality was reported, Reduced acreage as well as lower yield per acre result 
in rye production 20 percent below last year, A rice crop 3 percent above the 1960 output is now forecast, Soybeans made excel- 
lent growth during July and the crop was in generally excellent condition at the end of July. The first forecast of production indi- 
cates a 1961 crop of record proportions, far exceeding any other year, An increase of 15 percent in acreage over last year coupled 
with a record yield of over 25 bushels per acre give an indicated 1961 output of 683 million bushels, 22 percent above last year 
and 75 percent above the ten-year average, July showers and lower temperatures partly removed the dark shadow which hung over 
the spring wheat area a month ago, Yield prospects improved but are still at low levels reflecting the early season damage, In 
spite of the improvement during July, expected production of all spring wheat is more than a third less than last year, 


=F OV BRS= 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE 3 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 


U. S. Department of Agriculture Postage and Fees Paid 
Agricultural Marketing Service U. S. Department of Agriculture 
P. O. Box 429, Springfield, I11. 


. —“—OEriGliALpioiNess” | | 


Illinois Monthly Crop Report 


Documents Divisio: 

University of Illinois Library 
Urbana, Illinois 

A (3-Copies) 


a) ” 


SUB}OPSTIKIS [eM MITIBy 
iaqnys *D pAorT 


IOTTIW °Y uowng 
ZURPW °Y Jopuexoly 
uuewMoyH *y myiy 


Avg “W preuog 


—————aaoaoaaaaeEeaEeaeeeeooaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaeeeoeeeee—T—T—>—TET—TETETEE 


686 “FL 


STI “SI 


&% 
9Té 
8h1 


008 *60T 


99 I 


G8 ‘SS 
9¢°T 
OFZ ‘FT 


CPI ‘89E 


8°LZ 
GZS *ST 


9L6 ‘186 


b°OF 
028 *FZ 


9SS “OFT 
OFS *LSO“T 


[ 9G 


) a x . a a -_ a ) rey “s bp i > = Tod 
sB1vYyD uy uejonsEs [em Nowy 
uUIMy “y *f 

*T96T “T isnBny jo se saeupisa AreupuTard /T 

863 631 9Tr TS 92% 9F G03 ‘F8 TS8 16 SSP 809 9L FL9 FLVLS 
L69°8 £93 6SL °Z €8z 60¢ BBP ‘6T FEL ‘YZ isrotmnog 
808 ‘6 086 ‘L 386 °L 210 ‘T 6SE°T 810 °0 £03 °Sz isammnNos 
916 °ZS 802 “ST ZS ‘OT $98 °Z 698 °¢ ZS0 ‘8S 9L6 °89 iseaynos °g 
ZOT 6% 6 *PT £99 SOT 608's T89°¢ 616 PL SZ6°6L  IseaMmnos *M 
OLE “#2 €6L ‘9 9F8 “Pb LS¢ ‘OT ¥SZ *ST SET ‘06 OSPF “LOT iseq 
L88 ‘ST PIS *L $96 “P cos ‘IT LZ6 “FT Tee “SE 6SS ‘OIT TenusD 
€9L°L 182 ‘S 9L0°S 66L “8 79 ‘8 092 °L9 860 °8g 1soM 
8696 €L6 ‘T SOFT PBL *8T GS9 “ST GE8 “SL TLe ‘Ss IsvomION 
LI’? 0Sg 0T9 80T LZ SOT ‘GZ Z8T ‘TIT 86S “FIT ISOMMION 

- sToqsnq puaesnoyg2 *‘uojionpoldg - 

0°92 0°98 0°6% ones 0°TS 0°EL 0°89 qLVLS 
13 GS LZ OF SE +s TS isestNos 
&% 0g TE OF a4 $¢ aS isamuinos 
ae ¥E 62 8h 8h 99 09 iseoynos °g 
LZ ge 62 ZS 6F €L sg ISOMyINOS *M 
62 SP ee ¢ LS SL 9L seq 
te GP 63 6S Gg 6L LL Tenuaa 
SZ 9g ¥G LY 9F LL T9 1soM 
8% GP 9¢ 6S 2s €L Th IseSTPION 
6% OF e 9¢ 6h 9b €L isaMIPION 

- syaqsnq *alde paisoAiey sad pretx - 
O96 te T9081  Wvoocr Ue tser = Ga eooera aie corm ease ae 
ime) : $1e : ules ge) ulo : oT) 


/T 196T ANY 0961 *SLOIULSIG A SdOUD T¥dIONIYd JO NOILONGOUd AGNY ATSIA 


STe “PL OeT *e9 06 OSL $06 “ng ‘uoponpoig 
OID [e1O], “ssydeod 

STS ‘80T 88 “TIT 008 *Z 00T °Z 60F SZ “ng RoHS NPord 
[PTOISWIWIOD “sot Vv 

999 “ges 0S9 “Gos -- 002 °s¢ 999 “cP *qI ‘uoponpoig 
891 °Z OFL ‘*T -- 00 °Z 06L *T *qI ‘ator se PISTA 

9cT PLT 8Z ¥ 9% cE) Baioy 
W10sdog 

0Z BE 1 ie 6” suo) ‘uoponpolg 
26 ILS 009 009 £29 *qI ‘are Jad pratt 
6eT ehZ a $* 0°s _oBeoI2y __ 
urloowioeIg 

160 “SIT 69L ‘OTT 020 “> 669 °F €8b °F suol “‘uoponpolg 
91 °T ZS°T 66°T 91° 98°T suol ‘oor PIOTA 
856 ‘99 900 “EL G50 °S TLiss G68 °° BoIDV 
®H TIV 

06L ‘E 866 °F SL OL OZT suo. ‘uoponpoig 
LUI 80°T ST°T STee ELSE suo) ‘arse lod platy 
£63 ° 829 'F €9 99 60T og 
eH PZIpodsayT 

Sb ‘EZ EIS *Ss 907 'T €0S‘T 669 *T suo *dononpoig 
$9°T 8h°T OL°T 08°T €¢°T suo) ‘aioe iad plat x 
88S ‘FT TZe “LT LZ8 ceg $80 ‘T TT 
2H TOULTT,L 2 IBAOTD 

Let ‘Lg #&2 °9S 0GF °Z $86 ‘'S 608 °Z suo} ‘uoponpolg 
Crs 03°S Ge°s Go°Z be°S suo} *oIde ms Plata 
896 “LZ G09 “SZ 0¢0‘T OLT‘T 96T “T o8eoIoy_ 
eH BIELV 

I6P ‘ZE L06 ‘ez eliel L00 °T 9$0 ‘T *nq ‘uononpolg 
L°6T Zur 0°TZ 0°6T 0°9T *ng ‘aoe 19d plat A 
6S9 “I PLOT es es #9 oBra12y 
ody 

810 ‘L3P LEL “ESE G66 *T 10 *S 9Sh °Z “nq “uoponpold 

o°Te 9°8Z 0°ss 0°Es 6°6S *nq “aloe =~ piste 

€9L ‘ST 8% ‘ST LS T9 T8 e 

e SBS 'S hr 

PLL ‘OST °T T8L “183 °T G02 ‘F8 TS8 ‘I6 9T9 °OST “nq *uoyionpolg 

€°SP €°9E 0°sSS 0°TS FSP “nq *aioe Jad platA 
$SS ‘9% OS *Se Tes ‘T 108 ‘T 920° oro 
bP) “OFS oes *Scz -- ve -- eubledbo tbh st 
1edy M BULIdS TTY 

G68 “SOT ‘T 0%Z “668 OIF “19 932 ‘OF 6h9 “SP “nq ‘uoplonpold 

9°LS 0°TZ 0°98 0°6S 8°9% *nq ‘aide Jad plat z 
LL6 ‘6S SST ‘OF 90L°T F6S ‘T ZOL ‘*T ___ 3BeaI0y 
19M 19TUTM 

TLL *8g¢ ZO “T6E 8L6 *9ST 863 ‘631 L8T *LOT *ng ‘uononpoig 

9°8% $°TS G°8Z 0°93 9°FS “nq ‘aloe iad pratt 
69 “EZ Sh0 ‘BL g0¢°s £L6 ‘*F Ste "Pb g5r9 22 
sUvoq JOJ supaqAos 

ZIG 168° L6L°ETO*E sce *go9 POL *FL9 20 “TTS *nq *uoponpold 

G*#sG Ty 0°EL 0°89 3°6S *nq ‘ade Jed playa 
ebh ‘TL 689 °89 cee ‘8 £26 ‘6 129 ‘8 23 F212y 


UpeID Io} ul0D 
- spuesnogq? Ut uoTIONpoid pue aBrovisy - 


= 6S-0S67 .: T96T : 09 6S-O0S6T 


paieoipuy = 0961 : aBrI2Ay : paivojpuy: S61 i _eseiaay : doip 
Th ; SIONII11 : E 


SNOSTYVdNOD HLIM 


T96T ‘T LSNONV GALVOIGNI ‘*SALY.LS GALINN CNY SIONITH ‘SdOUD TydIONNd JO NOILLONAGOWd GNV ‘CTSIX ‘FOVANDV 


~ 


sas 
~“SILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


EKROPS 


September 13, 1961 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1961 


Illinois’ crop prospects increased materially from the August 1 forecast, despite shortages of rainfall in many areas, Corn and 
soybean yield prospects increased substantially during the past month, while production estimates for other major crops were unchanged, 
Corn and soybeans have moved rapidly toward maturity during the past two weeks, with the greatest advancement in the central part 
of the State, where the bulk of the corn is dented and the greater part of the beans have started to yellow or are shedding, 


Corn Prospect Continues Improvement: Production of corn in Illinois is estimated at 633 million bushels, up 4 percent from August 1 
and 24 percent above the 1950-59 average of 511 million bushels, but 6 percent below the 
1960 crop. The indicated yield of 76,0 bushels per acre harvested for grain is a record and 7 bushels above the previous high of 69.0 
of 1958, and 16.8 bushels above the ten-year average yield of 59,2 bushels. In development corn is several days ahead of last year's 
crop. 
Record Soybean Production: Soybean production is estimated at 165 million bushels, the largest crop on record, This is 16 percent 
above the previous record production, 28 percent above last year and 54 percent above the 1950-59 
average, The estimated yield of 30 bushels per acre is up 1 1/2 bushels from last month, 4 bushels above 1960, and 5,4 bushels above 
average, Statewide the progress of the crop is a few days ahead of last year, but lags slightly behind average, Continued hot and dry 
weather has hastened the drying of fields approaching maturity, A few early fields have been combined, Taller than average growth 
has caused more lodging than usual in many areas, 


Hay Production Down: Production of hay is estimated at 4,0 million tons, compared with last year's crop of 4.7 million tons and 

the ten-year average of 4,8 million tons, This year's acreage is the smallest of record, although the yield 
is above average, The second crop of alfalfa was light in the North, but elsewhere a fair crop was harvested, Quality was good, 
There have been fewer third cuttings of alfalfa than usual, Pastures are above average in the South but have deteriorated in the North, 
due to lack of rainfall, More supplemental feeding than usual has been necessary, 


UNITED STATES 


August was a month of improvement in prospects for nearly all crops, Improved outlook for feed grain and oilseed crops pro- 
vided most of the boost which raised the all crops production index to 116 on September 1, This is three points above a month earlier 
and compares to the record of 121 for 1960, All groups in the index except sugar crops held steady or recorded small raises from a 
month ago, The composite index of yield per acre covering 28 leading crops advanced four points during August to 144 surpassing the 
previous high of 143 recorded in 1958 and 1960, 


Nearly perfect weather for corn and sorghum grain development added 6 million tons to the total feed grain tonnage, The 
September 1 total of 137 million tons is 11 percent less than the 1960 output, chiefly because of the decrease in corn and sorghum 
acreage, The 1961 indicated yield of com, 60.4 bushels per acre, rocketed past last year's record of 54,5 bushels, The sorghum 
grain yield of 44,0 bushels per acre is also a record, exceeding the 1960 high by more than 4 bushels, Barley and oats showed some 

- improvement over a month earlier but output of each crop is well below last year due to reductions in both acreage and yield, Prospects 
of feed crops are generally good to excellent over much of the country, Near failure was reported for parts of eastern Montana and 
Wyoming and western North and South Dakota, Poor and very poor prospects are indicated in portions of other northern Plains States 
and in scattered locations in the mountain region, 


Total food grain output is reported to be only slightly larger than the forecast of a month ago, Spring wheat harvest was accel- 
erated by above normal dae temperatures so that combining was practically completed by the end of August, Yield per acre aver- 
aged 14,0 bushels, 0.6 bushel higher than expected last month as late fields were benefited by showers in late July and early August, 


Soybeans responded to near ideal growing conditions in August and the indicated yield on September 1 of 26.6 bushels was up 
1,4 bushels from August 1 and still farther surpassed the previous record of 24,2 bushels per acre, Total soybean output of 720 million 
bushels exceeds the previous high in 1958 by 24 Percent, as the record yield is coupled with an expanded acreage, 


Above normal temperatures speeded crop development across the northern part of the Nation, especially benefiting the eastern 
Corn Belt and North Atlantic regions, The Northern Plains States continued to suffer from accumulated moisture shortages which were 
aggravated by the high August temperatures, Rainfall was generally adequate over most of the rest of the country and unexpected 
August showers brought some relief to the dry inter-mountain area but did not greatly affect long standing moisture deficiencies, Near 
perfect growing conditions in the Corn Belt added to the excellent corn Prospects of a month ago, Vegetative growth is rank, and 
maturity is about normal in central and northern Corn Belt States although still lagging a week or so in the eastern Corn Belt, Soybeans 
also made excellent growth in all major producing areas and the higher late August temperatures advanced maturity to about normal 
stages, Small grain harvest was delayed by frequent showers in the East North Central and North Atlantic States but above normal tem- 
peratures hastened maturity and advanced harvest in the Northern Plains, Small grain harvest was practically complete by September 1. 
Flax harvesting was also well advanced, 

- OVER - 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


me UPS Ss: 


October 11, 1961 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = OCTOBER 1, 1961 


Ilinois' prospective corn crop remains unchanged from the September 1 estimate, If the indicated crop of 633 million 
bushels materializes, it will be the State's third largest, and only 6 percent below last year's record crop of 675 million bushels, 
The soybean crop is estimated at 160 million bushels, 24 percent greater than the 1960 crop but three percent below the Septem- 
ber 1 estimate, Lack of moisture during late stages of development caused a slight reduction in expected yields in most areas, 


Corn Prospects Unchanged: The 1961 Illinois corn crop is estimated at 633 million bushels--6 percent less than the 1960 crop 

and 24 percent greater than the 1950-59 average, The current yield forecast of 76 bushels per acre, 
the highest on record, is unchanged from a month ago, Practically all of the crop is far enough advanced to escape frost damage 
and a few scattered fields have been harvested, 


Soybean Production Highest of Record: Soybean production is estimated at 160 million bushels--24 percent above last year and 
49 percent above the 1950-59 average, The current yield forecast of 29,0 bushels per 


acre is a bushel below the indicated yield of September 1 but remains an all-time high--half a bushel above the previous record 

of 28,5 established in 1956, Prospects declined moderately in all districts except the West Southwest during September, Smaller 

than usual size of beans and below average test weight are widely reported, Statewide combining is two-thirds complete, which 

is about even with last year but slightly behind average, Progress was retarded by heavy rains and wet fields in late September and 

early October, 

Hay Prospects Improve But Below Average: Hay prospects improved slightly during September due to rainfall in most areas of the 
State, The estimated 4,1 million tons is up slightly from the September 1 estimate 

but is 12 percent less than the 1960 crop and 13 percent below the 10-year average of 4,8 million tons, 


Feed Grain Stocks Above Year Ago: Old corn on farms October 1 totaled 51 million bushels, the highest since 1949, This is 29 

percent more than last year and 66 percent above the 10-year average, Soybean stocks were 
259,000 bushels, the smallest October carryover in seyen years and only about a third of the stocks on hand a year ago and 35 per- 
cent of average, Wheat stocks are indicated to be eight million bushels--15 percent above a year earlier but 14 percent below 
average, Oat stocks totaled 64 million bushels, the smallest since 1934, 11 percent less than last year and 32 percent below 
average, 


YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1960 AND 1961 1/ 


District : Corn for Grain Oats H Wheat H Soybeans 
and . ° ° $ ° . 


State peredgGOs eel ee. 1960" 9 ty 1961 je 1960) 4) tee, | i960 |} ini 
- Yield per harvested acre, (bushels) - 

Northwest 73 80 49 56 32 40 29 31 
Northeast 1p 75 52 60 36 42 28 29 
West 61 76 46 47 24 36 25 29 
Central aT 84 55 57 29 41 31 33 
East 16 78 57 56 33 42 29 29 
W, Southwest 65 16 49 49 29 38 27 32 
E, Southeast 60 73 48 48 29 36 22 27 
Southwest 52 60 44 39 31 30 23 26 
Southeast 51 57 35 36 27 26 21 26 

STATE 68.0 76,0 51,0 55,0 29.0 36,0 26.0 29.0 

- Production, (thousand bushels)- 

Northwest 114, 538 116, 801 25, 162 27, 323 610 838 4,117 6, 044 
Northeast 85, 371 14, 183 18, 652 19,213 1,405 1,968 9,638 12, 970 
West 58, 038 66, 286 8, 644 8, 930 3, 076 5, 205 T, 163 10, 696 
Central 110,559 101, 053 14, 927 11,189 4,963 7, 318 18,887 23,321 
East 107, 420 89, 951 15, 254 10, 267 4, 846 6,617 24,370 27,554 
W. Southwest 719, 925 17, 208 3,681 3,150 10, 663 14, 741 23,102 28,555 
E, Southeast 68, 976 64, 287 3, 869 2, 894 10, 522 13, 785 22, 916 28, 737 
Southwest 25, 203 22,411 1, 359 984 7, 382 7,599 9,808 11,455 
Southeast 24, 734 20, 680 303 255 2, 759 3, 345 8,697 10, 400 

STATE 674, 764 633, 460 91, 851 84, 205 46, 226 61,416 129, 298 159, 732 


ncn ce SS eee 


- Stocks on Farms, October 1, (thousand bushels)- 


Northwest 8, 020 8,409 20, 910 21, 698 168 100 39 5 
Northeast 7, 220 9,194 15, 688 15, 645 119 234 141 55 
West 6, 840 3,409 6,318 6,014 163 516 157 9 
Central 3, 066 3,247 10, 462 8, 098 262 509 79 22 
East 6,598 13, 671 11, 837 1, 225 256 789 105 83 
W. Southwest 3, 084 1,433 2, 635 2, 248 1,467 1,464 108 26 
E. Southeast 2, 083 3, 039 2,518 2,211 1, 336 1, 643 118 26 
Southwest 827 1,357 1, 076 672 2,813 2, 264 89 23 
Southeast 1,614 848 200 185 350 465 37 10 

STATE 39, 352 50,607 71, 644 63, 996 6, 934 1, 984 873 259 


S33.IeNNeNNtRj’e7_7Tanaeaeaeaaooa— 


1/ Preliminary estimates as of October 1, 1961, 


George Wangen 
Donald M, Bay 
Lloyd C, Stuber 

J. A. Ewing Alexander A, Manz 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT -= NOVEMBER 1, 1961 


As the 1961 season comes to a close it appears that it will be one of the best overall crop years on record, Record or near 
record yields are indicated for all major crops, Pasture conditions have declined in some of the southern areas but are normal or 
above in the North. Weather conditions were generally favorable for allowing corn and late beans to develop to full maturity but 
corn picking has been retarded by rainy weather and muddy fields, 


CORN PROSPECTS INCREASE; The 1961 Illinois corn crop is estimated to be 642 million bushels, 5 percent less than the 1960 
4 er crop but 26 percent greater than the 1950-59 average. The yield per acre is forecast at 77 bushels 
per acre, one bushel higher than a month ago and the highest on record. Corn picking has been delayed in the northern two-thirds 
of the State due to wet fields and poor drying conditions, although most of the corn was planted about the usual time, 


SOYBEAN PRODUCTION HIGHEST OF RECORD: The 1961 soybean crop is expected to be 160 million bushels--24 percent above 

last year and 49 percent above the 1950-59 average. The current yield forecast 
at 29.0 bushels is unchanged from October 1 and half a bushel higher than the previous record of 28.5 bushels Sa blished in 1956, 
Reports on some earlier harvested fields indicated beans were smaller than usual and test weights were below average. However, 
subsequent reports show quality has improved on later maturing varieties. Rain hampered harvest progress in late September and 
early October but during the second week in October good progress was made, About four-fifths percent of the crop was combined 
by mid-October. By November 1, harvest was nearing completion with only 5 percent of the average not combined. The bulk of 
the remaining acreage is in the northern quarter of the State, 


UNITED STATES 


October weather permitted late growing crops such as corn and sorghums to reach full maturity and add to earlier prospects, 
Offsetting declines in other crops held the all-crop production index at the same level as a month earlier, At 117 the index is four 
points below the high of 121 recorded in 1960. The yield index, representing a composite of 28 leading crops, advanced one point 
during October to 146. This compares to the previous record of 143 for the 
crop seasons of 1958 and 1960. 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS 


As Percentage of “Normal” 


Nov. 1, 1961 


Delayed freezing weather in the Corn Belt allowed late growing 
crops of corm and sorghums to reach full maturity and nudge the output of 
feed grains above last month's estimate, Total tonnage of the four feed 
grains is now estimated at 138 million tons, up fractionally from last 
month but 11 percent under the 1960 total, The November 1 indicated 
corn yield of 60.9 bushels per acre far surpasses last year's previous record 
of 54,5 bushels, Harvest was progressing well except in the Central Corn 
Belt States where frequent rains have slowed drying and kept soils too 
moist for use of heavy equipment, 


Prospects for the soybean crop declined slightly during October, 
The November 1 estimate of 701 million bushels is one percent below last 
month but far surpasses the 1958 record output of 580 million bushels, The 
indicated yield of 25.9 bushels per acre eased off from last month's 26.2 
bushels but is well above the 1958 yield of 24,2, the previous record, 


Late growing crops took advantage of the delayed killing freezes Visi PER Ame COR atc hons 
to reach full maturity, However, the frequent showers in the central Corn As Percentage of “Normal” 
Belt States slowed corn picking operations and harvest was a week or more ) X 
behind the usual pace. Corn was slow in reaching safe moisture levels for 
storing and fields were too wet to support heavy equipment in many areas, 
Farmers turned their attention to soybean harvest which made more rapid 
progress in the North Central States than did com, Soybean combining 
was nearing completion in the Corn Belt, It was lagging in southern pro- 
ducing areas where planting delays got the crop off to a late start and the 
more vulnerable cotton and peanut crops took priority in harvest attention. 


Reported pasture condition for the Nation averaged 80 percent of 


normal, 2 percent above last year and 8 percent above average, Pastures Wan ovr CI G04 We econ beg he 
varied by States but were generally better than last year in the North Cen- 5010 65 RRB Very poor eel. 
tral region, Pastures declined more than usual during October in the North nO CoMnESrowntas 


Atlantic States, 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY. 1, 


January 1 stocks of feed grain on 
Illinois farms are slightly below last year. 
The combined stocks of corn, oats, bar- 
ley, and sorghum grain amounted to 15.5 
million tons, which is 200 thousand tons 
below the former record of 15.7 million 
tons in 1961, andis 3.1 milliontons more 
than the 1951-60 average of 12.4 million 
tons. Corn stocks, which account for the 
major portion of thenear record feed 
grain supply, are slightly below a year 
ago. Oat stocks and sorghum grain are 
moderately lower and barley stocks sharp- 
ly higher. Barley and sorghum grain make 
up less than one percent of the total. Sor- 
ghum grain production was down sharply 
this year and the oat crop was one of the 
smallest in 27 years, which partly ac- 
counts for the lower stocks. Hay stocks 
were moderately below a year ago and 
below average. Soybean stocks are the 
largest on record. 

Growers had 517 million bushels of 


PS 


January 12, 1962 
1962 


corn as of January 1 compared with 523 
million bushels a year ago and a 10-year 
average of 396 million bushels. Present 
stocks amount to 81 percent of production 
compared to 77 a year ago. Although 1961 
production was smaller thanthe 1960crop, 
farm disappearance during the past quar - 
ter was smaller than that of the same 
quarter a year earlier. Oat stocks amount- 
ed to 59 million bushels, about 3 million 
bushels less than January la year earlier. 

Wheat stocks estimated at 6.7 million 
bushels are 74 percent above last year 
and 10 percent above the 1951-60 average. 
Rye stocks amounting to 191,000 bushels 
are 6 percent above last year but 7 per- 
cent below average. 

Total soybeans held on farms on 
January 1 was 65.1 million bushels, 
nearly 50 percent greater than last year 
and 74 percent above average. Increased 
farm holdings follow one of the largest 
crops on record. 


Employment and Wage Rates 


Employment on Illinois farms during 
December set a new record low for that 
month, The farm labor force during the 
survey week of December 24-30 totaled 
199,000 persons, down 23 percent from 
November and two percent from a year 
earlier, Family workers were estimated 
at 170,000 workers or 85 percent of all 
farm workers in December. Family work- 
ers dropped 20 percent from November and 
three percent from December 1960. Hired 
workers numbered 29,000 persons in De- 
cember,up 7 percent from a year earlier 

- but down 35 percent from November.Total 
farm employment during 1961 averaged 


246,000 persons which represents a de- 
cline of slightly more than one percent 
from 1960 average.Family workers were 
down 2 percent and hired workers were up 
2 percent compared with the previous year. 
The farm wage rate index in Illinois on 
January 1, 1962 stood at 663 (1910-14=100), 
up less than one percent from a year ago. 
Monthly wages averaged $204.00 witha 
house furnishedand $153.00 with roomand 
board. Daily wages were reported at $7.50 
with board and room and $9. 30 without board 
or room. Hourly rates were $1.12 with- 
out board or room. Wage rates show wide 
variations in different parts of the State. 


UNITED STATES CROP SUMMARY 


Total tonnage of the four feed grains stored on farms 
on January 1 was 4 percent less than the record level of a 
year earlier but 24 percent greater than the 1951-60 average 
January 1 holdings. Corn stored on farms was 1 percent less 
than last year as disappearance from farms during the October- 
December quarter was below a year earlier, Corn on farms 
January 1, 1962 was 31 percent above average, Farm stocks 
of sorghum grain were more than 50 percent above average 
but nearly a third less than a year earlier due to a 22 percent 
smaller crop and an above average disappearance during the 
past three months, Oats stored on farms were 9 percent be- 
low last year and 15 percent less than average. Stocks of 
barley on farms were 13 percent smaller than a year earlier 
but 10 percent above average. 

Food grain stocks on farms dropped 16 percent below 
January 1 a year ago but were 2 percent above the ten-year 
average. Wheat held on farms was 15 percent under last 
January 1 while rye stocks were down 40 percent, Soybeans 
stored on farms set new high levels following the record- 
breaking 1961 crop. January 1, 1962 farm stocks were 53 
percent greater than a year earlier and 89 percent larger than 
average, 


Hay supplies at the start of the 1961-62 feeding season 
were at record high levels as the 1961 crop (third highest of 
record) was combined with a large carryover of hay from 
earlier years, Feeding needs prior to January 1, 1962 were 
above average so that tonnage of hay on farms on January 1, 
was 3 percent below last year but 6 percent above average, 
Farm stocks were above average in all regions and above last 
year in all areas except the North Central States, 

Fall weather favored grazing of crop residues in all 
areas, Early December snow cover halted grazing, and heavy 
feeding of all livestock was required, especially in the moun- 
tain and Central Plains States, Relatively open weather in the 
Northern Plains States until late December helped to stretch 
limited roughage and supplies. Wet fields followed by freez- 
ing December temperatures limited the prospects for wheat 
pastures in the Southern Plains. 

December brought the first severe winter weather to the 
important winter wheat areas of the Central Plains, with below 
normal temperatures arriving during the second week of the 
month and record lows at some points in the third week. Snow 
preceding or accompanying the cold waves gave generally 
adequate cover and damage to small grains was light, 
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)\ CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1962 
ILLINOIS: Wheat production is indicated at 48. 1 million bushels com- 


pared to 61.3 million bushels produced last year and the 
1951-60 average of 47.5 bushels. Wheat seeding was completed ahead of 
Growth Through Agricultural Progress 2@VET ABE last fall and went into the winter in good condition. Snow cover 
protected most fields during the coldest weather. Little growth had oc- 
curred on April 1 except in the southern part of the State, but fields are greening. Fields 
in some areas are spotty, having suffered moderate damage from ice, ponding, and over- 
flow. Unseasonally cool weather has delayed growth thus far. The present yield fore- 
cast of 30 bushels per seeded acre is 5 bushels below a year ago and 3 bushels above aver - 
age. Acres seeded last fall are 9 percent below the previous year. 
Farm stocks of corn, 383 million bushels as of April 1, were at a record level, ex- 
ceeding the previous record of last year by 23 million bushels and the 1951-60 average 
by 114 million bushels, The volume of corn which disappeared during the January-April 
quarter was 134 million bushels, 18 percent less than for the same period a year ago. 
Oats stocks at 33.3 million bushels were 1.0 million bushels below 34.3 million bushels 
on hand a year ago and 7.6 million bushels below average. Soybean stocks on farm 
amounted to 36.5 million bushels compared to 14,2 million bushels on hand a year ago 
_and the ten-year average of 22.8 million bushels. Wheat stocks held on farms April 1 
were 1.2 million bushels compared to 1.1 million bushels last year and the average of 
3.9 million bushels. 


GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS, Illinois and United States, April 1, 1962, with comparisons 


: Percent of Previous Year's Crop : Quantity (Thousand Bushels 
bays op Pol REGGAE ONT SEZINN ATES ERNE GP AGED’ We 1962 
ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 52 53 60 268,641 359,859 382,906 
Wheat CH 2:5 2.0 3,867 1, 143 1,226 
Oats 31 36 Si 40,845 34,278 33,276 
Barley 21 25 29 493 544 740 
Rye 11 9.0 730 131 108 89 
Soybeans 21 ll 23 22,838 14, 223 So, 011 
UNITED STATES 
orn for grain 50.6 53.4 5993 1,532,806 2,085,386 2, 149,370 
Wheat 20.5 19.0 1%, A 224, 455 258,115 eLiyoir 
Oats 38.7 41.9 42.6 496,115 483,928 431,765 
Barley fae | 29.9 24.9 106,673 128,811 Ti, 9a5 
Rye 25.0 22.6 15.7 6,212 7,465 4,270 
Soybeans Z1a9 13.0 24.2 87,870 72,416 167,726 
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Grain Stocks on Farms, Illinois by Crop Reporting Districts, April 1, 1961 and 1962 
CROP * Illinois Crop Reporting Districts 
: Wists. : : Woes 25 ae : W. Se Wit Bs SB Ss Wy cvte SoE, 


- Thousand Bushels - 


T96 1 55,639 50,800 32,946 57,918 65,342 41,762 35,581 11,959 is Dae 
1962 70,310 56,386 39,733 59,819 59,587 40,540 38,763 10,799 6,969 


Soybeans 
447 1, 866 976 1,902 2,420 2,810 2,300 1,072 430 
te ee | Tr fb 36 4,860 2,493 6,090 7,667 5,085 5, 948 2, 038 597 
ats 
1961 10,310 ne 15 3, 032 451335 5iel 35 1, 488 bwh28 547 88 
1962 AEG bX 8,875 2,666 3525 3, 460 142,10 911 425 53 


0.33500 
Howard D. Utter 
George Wangen 
J. A. Ewing Lloyd C. Stuber 
Agr. Statistician In Charge Agr. Statisticians 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE % ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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ILLINOIS: Prospective 

Illinois winter 
wheat production, at 48. 1 
million bushels, is the same 
as a month earlier, but 22 
percent below last year's 
crop, which was the largest in over three 
decades. This year's indicated crop is 
one percent larger than the 1951-60 aver- 
age. Fields which appeared ragged and 
uneven in early April have shown signs of 
improvement in color and growth as a re- 
sult of the recent rains. 

Some spotted damage from ice and 
ponding is evident, especially in the east- 
central section of the State. Since many 
of the dead areas are small a portion of 
this damage will be reflected in yield ra- 
ther than in acreage abandonment. 

Rye condition at 91 percent is two 
points below a year ago and the same as 
the 1951-60 average of 91 percent. 

Growth of grasses and legumes has 
been renewed recently with the addition 
of topsoil moisture and increasingly favor- 
able weather conditions otherwise. Pas- 
ture condition for the State averaged 85 
percent compared with 89 percent at the 
Same time a year earlier. This much 
needed moisture benefited both old and 
new seedings. Red clover and alfalfa 
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CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1962 


hay fields have good stands and hay pros- 
pects look promising. 

Stocks of hay on hand May 1 were 
27 percent below a year earlier and 6 per- 
cent below the 1951-60 average. Fifty- 
four percent of the 1961 hay production 
was consumed during January-May of 
this year. 

In a recent oat variety survey, 
Newton, for the third year ina row, was 
the most popular oat variety sown on 
farms of Illinois Crop Reporters and leads 
in all areas but the southern part of the 
State. Clintland and Nemaha occupy sec- 
ond and third places respectively, positions 
held for the past two years, although both 
are declining in popularity. Goodfield, a 
relatively new variety, has gained in 
prominence and ranks fourth, while 
Clintland 60, is fifth in importance. These 
five varieties accounted for 80 percent of 
the total acreage sown. Applying the per- 
centages of the five leading varieties to 
the March estimate of 2,006,000 acres in- 
tended to be sown indicates the following 
acreages: Newton 822,000, Clintland 
241,000, Nemaha 221,000, Goodfield. 
201,000, and Clintland 60 120,000 acres. 
Dubois, the leading winter variety accoun- 
ted for slightly over half of one percent or 
12,000 acres. 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report-Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 
: TLLINOTS : UNITED STATES 


Crop 


: Average 1961 Indipaieg: Average :; ‘Indicated 


1961 


: 1951-60 1962 1951-60 : #iO1962 

Winter Wheat: 

Acres for harvest 1,718 1, 703 1,550 39, 863 40, 753 34,897 

Yield per acre 27.8 36.0 31.0 PRY, 26.4 rh 

Production, bu. 47,460 61,308 48,050 876,232 1,076,274 891,498 
Rye condition 91 93 91 86 88 88 
All hay condition 88 91 87 86 85 86 
Pasture condition 87 89 85 81 83 83 
Hay stocks on farms: 

% of previous 

year's crop 19 25 20 16.1 19.7 15.4 

Tons 916 1,170 859 17,924 23,274 17,985 


SS 
eee ee ee eeererorowna———————_—[==€«[—«—«—«—«—_—«Xx—Xx >_> 


UNITED STATES: Winter wheat prospects 
declined during April 
and indications on May 1 point to a crop 
17 percent smaller than last year. Field 
work lagged in early April across the east- 
ern half of the Nation, but higher tempera- 
tures and rapidly drying soils enabled 
farmers to overcome most of the earlier 
delay. Spring and early summer vege- 
table and melon crops are expected to be 
smaller than last year. Peach prospects 


©. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE © + 


were lowered by frosts before and during 
April, with the expected 1962 crop 23 per- 
cent smaller than last year's. Citrus pro- 
duction from the 1961 bloom is expected to 
total 8 percent above the previous year. 
Hay stocks on May 1 were about average as 
a record disappearance depleted near record 
supplies. Early season prospects for 1962 
hay production are about average. Pasture 
condition for the Nation equaled last year's 
and was 2 points above the May I average. 


ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
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“ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


CROPS & 


June 14, 1962 a 


CROP REPORT - JUNE 1, 1962 


ILLINOIS: Prospective The peach crop is estimated at 780, 000 
Illinois wheat bushels this year, 10 percent below last 
crop at 51.2 million bushels, year and 11 percent below the 1951-60 av- 
is six percent above last erage. Numerous reports of winter kill 
month's forecast, but 17 per- and a few scattered reports of complete 
Growth Through Agricultural Progress Cent below last year's crop. failure, mainly in lower central and north- 
Development of the crop is ern fruit areas, dimmed crop prospects. 
about two weeks ahead of average with Grasses and legumes have improved 
most fields headed by June 1. A record during the past month with the addition of 
early harvest appears likely with a con- moisture and under favorable weather con- 
siderable proportion of the crop in or be- ditions. Statewide pastures are good, the 
yond bloom stage. Fields are starting to condition having increased seven percent 
turn yellow throughout Illinois with half from a month earlier. Hay prospects im- 
or more turning in southern areas. A few proved during the past month after a slight 
fields appear to have been prematurely set-back earlier due to high temperatures 
plowed down early in the spring when much and limited moisture. 


of the acreage appeared ragged. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Cro : Average : ‘Indicated : Average : “Indicated 
rl Pigsiecoe MeN I9GL: Nuh ane2! Hee 1951c601.: #19%die vy 2962 
Winter Wheat- 
Acres for harvest (000) Leis 1,703 1,550 39, 863 40,753 34,897 
Yield per acre, bu. ray ipa) 36.0 33.0 2280 26.4 24.2 
Production, bu. (000) 47, 460 61,308 S150 68765292) 1,076,274 °846,216 
All Hay - Condition, % 88 88 ot 84 85 83 
Pasture - Condition, % 90 89 tpl 84 84 78 
Peaches -Production,bu. (000) 873 870 780 65, 566 ith O95 eels 199 
UNITED STATES: Winter wheat produc- The indicated yield of 24.2 bushels 
tion is forecast at 846 per harvested acre is the fourth highest 
million bushels, 230 million bushels below of record, being exceeded in 1958, 1960, 
last year and 30 million bushels below av- and 1961. Last year's yield was 26.4 
erage. The June 1 forecast is 45 million bushels per acre. 
bushels below the forecast of a month ago In the Corn Belt the crop held its own 
as a result of sharply lower prospects in or improved, except in Missouri where dry 
Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, the South weather caused a sharp decline in prospects. 
Central States as well as the South Atlantic The Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio crops im- 
States. Partially offsetting these declines proved under nearly ideal May growing con- 
from the May 1 forecast were improved ditions. 
crop prospects in the Pacific Northwest, An all spring wheat crop of 211 mil- 
South Dakota, and the eastern Corn Belt lion bushels is forecast, based on June 1 
States. conditions. This would be a third larger 
Harvest of the 1962 winter wheat crop than the relatively low 1961 production 
started in mid-May in the Southern Plains but 16 percent below average. 
of Texas. By June 1 combining was going Spring seedings were accomplished 
on in nearly all Texas wheat areas and in at a near normal date under generally 
southwestern. Oklahoma. Harvest started favorable conditions except for wet weather 
about June 1 in north-central Oklahoma delays along the Canadian Border. Pros- 
and south-central Kansas, but was tempo- pects of a relatively poor season due to 
rarily halted by rains the first week of dry soils at the beginning of the planting 
June. Crop development has been ahead season were mostly removed by unusually 
of normal in all areas except Montana and favorable May rainfall. The most north- 
the Pacific Northwest where cool weather erly areas are currently faced with late 


has glowed growth. seedings due to excessivenmmpes 
='over - 


ture and 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JULY 1, 1962 


Crop Acreage Same As 1961: Illinois farmers will harvest 19.6 million acres of crop this season, the same as 

last year's total, The decline in wheat acreage under the Wheat Program was 
offset by slight increases in corn, soybeans, and hay acreage. Spring planting which was slightly late getting 
under way, was completed earlier than usual. The crop season generally has been a week to ten days ahead of 
average. As of July 1 the yield outlook for most crops is well above average. 


Growth Through Agricultural Progress 


Corn Crop Forecast Above 1961: The forecast of corn for grain of 659 million bushels is up 3 percent from last year. Growers ex- 

pect to harvest 8.5 million acres, 2 percent more than last year. The forecasted yield as of July 1 
was 78 bushels per acre, 1 bushel above the record yield set in 1961, Planting for the State was a week ahead of last year and two 
to three weeks earlier than usual, Lack of moisture caused moderate delays during May in southern districts, Early plantings germi- 
nated to good stands, while some later plantings were uneven due to moisture shortages. Corn generally has made very rapid growth 
and development, Some fields had started to tassel on July 1, well ahead of average. Most of the crop is clean although a few 
weedy fields exist where excessive moisture kept farmers from cultivating, 


Soybean Acreage Continues To Increase: Growers intend to harvest 5.6 million acres of soybeans for beans in 1962--1 percent more 


than the record acreage harvested last year and 28 percent more than the 1951-60 average, 
Although planting started later than usual, subsequent progress was rapid and the bulk of this year's acreage was planted a week ahead 
of last year and 10 days ahead of average. The crop generally looks very good. The outlook is bright in all areas of the State, 
although some fields in the South appear spotty. 


Third Highest Yield: Wheat production, forecast at 52.7 million bushels is 14 percent below last year's crop of 61.3 million bushels 

although 11 percent above the 1951-60 average of 47.5 million bushels. Wheat was grown on 9 percent fewer 
acres than last year. Yield estimated at 34 bushels per acre, the third highest yield on record, is two bushels less than last year, but 
6.2 bushels above average. Combining is nearly complete with only scattered fields remaining to harvest--mostly in northern counties, 
Harvest started about the second week of June in southern areas and rapidly progressed to a near record early harvest. 


Stem rust was present in southern and central areas but appeared too late to cause damage due to early development of the crop. 


Hay Yield and Acreage Up Slightly: Legumes and pastures got off to a slow start this spring but made good growth once warm 
weather occurred, Moisture generally was adequate to surplus early in the season, but became 


increasingly short as June advanced. This resulted in above average yields of excellent quality hay, but pastures declined and new 
legume seedings suffered in most areas. A total of 4.3 million tons, which is equal to last year but well below average, is expected 
to be harvested from 2,1 million acres. The expected yield of all hay is 2.08 tons per acre. 


Oat Acreage Decline Continues: The prospective oat crop of 83 million bushels is down about 8 percent from last year and the smallest 
crop since 1934. Growers will harvest about 1.5 million acres, 6 percent less than last year and the 

smallest acreage for harvest since 1870. The indicated yield per harvested acre at 55 bushels is one bushel below last year which was 

tied with the record. Seeding which started later than usual because of wet fields, finished slightly ahead of average. Early sown 

Oats emerged to good stands while some later sown oats emerged under dry conditions and were uneven, However, conditions were 

generally favorable during blooming and filling. Combining had started in southern districts by July 1. 


Farm Stocks of Selected Grains: Corn stocks on farms July 1, amounted to 287.2 million bushels, 17 percent more than July 1, 1961, 
while stocks of old oats at 13.5 million bushels were 29 percent less than a year ago. Soybean 
stocks totaled 6. 4 million bushels compared to 1.9 million bushels a year ago. 


Farm Employment Down 4 Percent: Illinois farm employment totaled 303, 000 persons, during the survey week June 17-23--up one 

percent from May, but 4 percent less than in June last year. The farm wage rate index rose to 
671 on July 1, 1962 (1910-14=100), up about 3 percent from 650 a year ago, Wages per month averaged $207. 00 with house furnished 
($201.00 last year) and $160.00 with board and room ($156.00). Daily wages were reported at $7.90 with board and room ($7. 70) 
and $9.80 without room or board ($9, 50). Average pay per hour was $1, 16 ($1. 12), Farm wage rates vary widely in different sections 
of Illinois, 


Hosea S. Harkness Howard D. Utter 
George Wangen Alexander A. Manz 
Robert H. Moats H. James Tippett 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statisticians 
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4 ILLINOIS CROP REPORT = AUGUST 1, 1962 


Growth Through Agricultural Progress 
Illinois' prospective soybean crop is a record. Indicated corn production is up from the July 1 estimate and is expected to be the 
second largest on record while estimates of wheat, oats, and hay showed declines from the July 1 forecast. 


Corn Prospects Increase: Production of corn for grain in Illinois is estimated at 668 million bushels, up one percent from July 1 
and 24 percent above the 1951-60 average and five percent larger than the 1961 crop. The 1960 crop 

of 679 million bushels is the only year on recard which exceeds this year's production forecast. The indicated yield of 79.0 bushels 

per acre harvested for grain is a record which compares with the previous high of 77.0 obtained last year and the 1951-60 average 

of 61,0 bushels. The corn crop progressed rapidly during July and condition held above average. Moisture was adequate except 

in southern areas of the State where shortages were experienced. Potentially damaging corn borer infestations are reported in some 

areas, 


Soybean Production a Record: Prospective soybean production is estimated at 163 million bushels, three percent above the previous 

record established last year and 48 percent above the 10-year average. The indicated yield of 29.0 
bushels, a record high, is one-half bushel above last year and 4,2 bushels above the average. Statewide, development of the crop 
is more than a week ahead of average. 


Wheat Production Above Average: Wheat production, forecast at 49.6 million bushels, is 19 percent below last year's crop of 

61.3 million bushels but four percent above the 1951-60 average. Yield is estimated at 32 bu- 
shels per acre, four bushels less than last year, but 4,2 bushels above average. Harvest was about 95 percent complete by July 10, 
two weeks ahead of average and probably the earliest on record except for 1959, Disease and insect damage was generally absent 
this year, 


Oats Crop Declines: The oat crop is estimated at 82 million bushels, down two percent from the July 1 forecast. This year's crop 
is the lowest production since 1934 and nine percent below last year. Yield at 54.0 bushels is 2.0 bushels 
below last year, but 9.6 above average. Combining was approximately 90 percent completed by the end of July. 


Hay Production Declines Slightly: Hay production estimated at 4.2 million tons is down one percent from last month and two per- 

cent from last year and is 12 percent below the 10-year average. Yields are down slightly from 
last year but above average. First cuttings generally were of good quality but cool, damp weather during July hindered making hay 
and adversely affected quality. Hay made poor growth in southern areas which were short on moisture, 


UNITED STATES 


Excellent growing weather in the North Central States boosted the Nation's crop prospects during July and the composite yield per 
acre is expected to equal last year's all-time high record. Over-all prospective production of crops, however, is slightly lower 
than last year and substantially below the all-time record established in 1960, because of smaller acreage planted to some of the 
major crops, The all crops production index as of August 1 is computed at 105, a decline of one point from the 106 for 1961 and 
three points below the record high of 108 in 1960. Improved yield prospects, particularly in the North Central States, helped offset 
smaller acreages to limit the production decline from last year, The composite index of yield per acre covering the 28 leading 
crops is 109 for August 1. This equals the previous high of 109 for 1961. 


The estimated tonnage of the four feed grains for 1962 totals 139.5 million tons, This is one percent below the 1961 output and 

10 percent below the 1960 total. Favorable growing conditions during July in the North Central and Western States improved corn 
production prospects more than enough to offset declining conditions in the eastern and southern areas of the Nation. The expected 
yield of corn for grain increased to 61.7 bushels per acre second only to the 1961 high of 61.8 bushels. The expected 1962 produc- 
tion of corn for grain is 3.55 billion bushels compared with 3.62 for 1961 and 3.91 for 1960. Sorghum grain production is expected 
to be slightly above last year, as acreage for harvest is larger while the indicated yield does not quite equal last year's record high. 
Production of oats is two percent larger than last year, while barley output is six percent above the drought-shortened 1961 crop, 


Indicated production of food grains declined during July as rust damage further reduced the expected winter wheat crop. The 1962 
output of winter wheat is now expected to total 815 million bushels, down 2.5 percent from the July estimate and 24 percent less 
than last year, Heavy rust infestation particularly in South Dakota reduced earlier yield prospects. Frequent showers delayed har- 
vest and provided favorable conditions for the spread of leaf and stem rusts. Combining was in the wind-up stage in Nebraska while 
approximately one-eighth of the South Dakota crop remained in the field. Last year virtually all of South Dakota winter wheat had 
been combined by the end of July. 
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ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1962 


Corn and soybean yield prospects in Illinois declined moderately during August. The southern 
third of IMinois, where moisture shortages had existed since the last of July, was most affected. Some 
fields may have dried prematurely, but our weekly records of crop development indicate a narrowing of 
the gap between this year's crops and those of other years. By the first week of September, 70 percent of 
the corn was dented and 75 percent of the soybeans was turning yellow. Fairly general rains over southern 
areas of the State August 24-25 and scattered showers subsequently afford prospects for some offsetting 
improvement, especially for late planted corn and soybeans. Prospects for fall pastures have likewise 
Growth Through Agricultural Progress improved from the moisture received the last of August. 


Corn Prospects Decline: Production of corn in Illinois is estimated at 651 million bushels, down three percent from August 1, 
but two percent above the 1961 crop and 21 percent above the 1951-60 average. The indicated yield 
of 77.0 bushels per acre harvested for grain is equal to last year's record and is 16.0 bushels above the ten-year average. In 


development, corn is a few days ahead of last year and a week ahead of average. 


Soybean Production Declines But Still Record: Soybean production is estimated at 161 million bushels, the largest crop on record. 

This is two percent less than the August 1 estimate, but is one percent above the 
1961 crop and 45 percent above the 1951-60 average. The estimated yield of 28.5 bushels is equal to the previous record in 1956 
and 1961 and is 3. 7 bushels above average. Soybeans are maturing about a week ahead of last year with the most advancement in 
Central and West Southwest Districts. Combining started in late August in a few scattered fields in southern areas. 


Hay Production Down: Production of hay is estimated at 4,2 million 

tons, compared with last year's crop of 4,3 mil- 
lion tons and the ten-year average of 4,8 million tons. This year's acre- 
age is the second smallest of record and only slightly larger than last 
year's, Yield is down from last year but above average. Due to lack of 
rainfall in most areas, the second crop of alfalfa was light and fewer 
third cuttings have been made. Quality was generally good. Pastures 
are below average throughout most of the State but particularly in the 
South where drought conditions prevailed until the end of August. More 
supplemental feeding than usual has been necessary, 


UNITED STATES 


August rainfall was generally below normal over much of the 
Nation and soil moisture shortages spread during the month. High tem- 
peratures across the southern half of the country accentuated the moisture 
needs of crops, Expected production of such important crops as corn, 
cotton and soybeans was reduced during the month. Small grains, hay 
crops, tobacco, and some other crops held their own or improved. The 
all crops production index declined one point from the August 1 level, At 
104, the index compares with 106 for 1961 and the record high of 108 in 
1960. The composite index of yield per acre covering 28 major crops 
held steady at 109 on September 1, and is the same as 1961. 


Combined 1962 production of the four feed grains declined during 
August as a reduction in corn and oat prospects more than offset increases 
in the other feed grains, The 1962 prospective yield of corn for grain is 
60,6 bushels per acre compared to the August 1 forecast of 61.7 bushels 
and the 1961 high of 61,8 bushels. The sorghum grain yield of 43.0 
bushels per acre is likewise slightly below the record of 43.8 for last year. 
Sorghum acreage for grain is expected to be three percent above last year. 
Prospects for barley improved during August as harvest of the late crop in 
the important Northern Plains States progressed favorably. 


Lack of moisture and high temperatures from the southern edge of 
the Corn Belt across the South Central and South Atlantic States set the 


soybean crop back during August. Pods did not fill as expected and matur- 


ity was hastened, Total soybean output, at 669 million bushels, is three 
percent under the record 1961 output. 
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1962 


ILTINOGS CROP REPORT = NOVEMBER. 1, 


A record corn yield of 82 bushels per acre is indicated, as harvest moved past the half-way point on 
November 1. Corn yields are higher than had been expected earlier over much of the State and especially 
in central and eastern areas, This year has found essentially all crops yielding above average for the State, 
in spite of frequently unfavorable climatic conditions throughout the growing season, and can be termed 
one of the better overall crop years on record, 


>. b 
4GRricurt 


CORN CROP RECORD PRODUCTION: The 1962 corn crop is estimated to be 693 million bushels, 2 per- 
cent above the record production in 1960, The current forecast is 

9 percent above last year's crop and 29 percent above the 10-year (1951-60) average. Yield per acre fore- 

casted at 82 bushels is 5 bushels above both the record set for the 1961 crop and the October 1, 1962 estimate and is 21 bushels 

above average. All areas of the State generally have experienced better yields than last year except in the southern districts where 

moisture shortages during the summer held yields below last year. Corn picking advanced rapidly through late October and early 

November and by November 6 was over two-thirds completed, Harvest was well ahead of last year and average. 


Growth Through Agricultural Progress 


SOYBEAN PRODUCTION HIGHEST OF RECORD: The 1962 Illinois soybean crop is expected to be 161 million bushels--the highest 
of record. This year's crop is 1 percent above the 1961 crop and 45 percent 
greater than the 1951-60 average. Estimated yield at 28.5 bushels is unchanged from a month earlier and is equal to the previous 
records established in 1956 and 1961. This year's yield is 3.7 bushels above average. Rain and muddy fields slowed combining 
the first week of October, but good weather in subsequent weeks enabled rapid harvest progress. By November 6 only 3 percent of 
the State's acreage remained to be combined. Nearly all of the unharvested fields are either in the northern or southern quarter 
of the State. Quality of the crop was generally good; however, more damaged beans than usual appeared in some areas, especially 
in southeastern []linois, 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CORN AND SOYBEANS BY DISTRICTS, 1961 AND 1962 1/ 


District ; Corn for Grain : Soybeans for Beans 
: Yield per harvested : Production, : Yield per harvested = Production 

and : acre, bushels : thousand bushels : acre, bushels : thousand bushels 

State see iO6t a E1962) PE O61 SMeoee | 1960) 1) 1962 My he) 1962 bp Fy 1962 
Northwest 81 85 117, 773 117,910 31 31 7, 133 7,361 
Northeast 75 80 78, 486 83, 069 28 28 12,978 12,891 
West 78 81 68, 890 71,042 30 29 11195 di, 032 
Central 84 92 101,927 112, 124 32 32 24, 067 23,929 
East 78 92 89, 226 107, 717 28 31 27, 052 28, 823 
West Southwest 76 81 78, 558 83, 878 31 30 27,910 ihn 
East Southeast 73 80 63, 849 75, 017 26 2, 27,979 rahe) BSA We, 
Southwest 59 53 21, 343 21,821 24 22 10, 593 Orses 
Southeast 60 58 18, 124 20, 650 24 23 9, 838 9,514 
ILLINOIS HY 82.0 638, 176 693, 228 28.5 28.5 158, 745 160,512 


‘1/ Prelimi timat fN ber 1, 1962, 
1/ Preliminary estimates as o ovember 1, UNITED STATES 


Late growing crops reached full maturity before killing frosts in late October and added to earlier production prospects, 
Corn led the upswing with partially offsetting declines in other crops. The all-crop production index moved up 1 point during 
October. The November 1 level of 106 equals 1961 and is 2 points below the record high in 1960. The composite yield index 
representing 28 leading crops advanced one pointto 111 during October. 


Late growing acreages of corn and sorghums were able to reach full maturity before the season ending freeze of late October. 
Total tonnage of the four feed grains is now estimated at 141.0 million tons, up nearly 2 percent from last month's estimate and 
slightly above the 1961 tonnage. Corn prospects improved during October as good yields on late acreages were assured. The average 
yield indicated on November 1 is 62.4 bushels per acre, surpassing the previous record of 61.8 bushels per acre in 1961. Harvest 
started early, but by the end of October progress was near normal or behind as the crop has been slow to dry. Sorghum prospects 
declined from last month's estimate as lower yields in Texas, where harvest is nearing completion, more than offset improvements 
in Kansas and Nebraska, The expected yield of 43.3 bushels per acre for the Nation is second only to last year's 43,8 bushels. 


Soybean production prospects dropped off one-half percent during October as rains and slow drying conditions lowered earlier 
prospects slightly. The indicated production on November 1, at 669 million bushels, is 3.5 percent smaller than last year's record 
output, Harvest started rapidly, but was delayed by heavy October rainfall in lower Mississippi Valley areas and humid weather in 
the CornBelt States. Harvest operations picked up rapidly following the killing frosts that penetrated to the northern parts of the 


Gulf States, THE LIGRARY OF THE 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS NOV 19 1962 


As Percentage of “Normal” 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS * 


As Percentage of “Normal” 


IVERSITY OF HLLINO! 
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January 14, 1963 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - JANUARY 1, 1963 


January 1 stocks of feed grain on Illinois farms are slightly above last year. 

The combined stocks of corn, oats, barley, and sorghum grain amounted to 15.4 million 
tons, compared to 15.3 million tons on January 1, 1962 and the five-year (1957-61) aver- 
age of 14.2 million tons. Corn stocks, which account for the major portion of the feed 
grain supply are two percent above a year ago, while the other feed grains were down 
sharply. Oat stocks were the lowest they have been on January 1 since 1935. Soybean 
stocks are the second largest on record for this date, having been exceeded only by those 
of January 1, 1962. Hay stocks are 3 percent above a year ago, but 9 percent below the 
five-year average. 

Growers had 522 million bushels of corn as of January 1 compared with 511 million 
bushels a year ago and a five-year average of 468 million bushels. This is almost equal 
to the record stocks of 523 million bushels held January 1, 1961. Present stocks held 
amount to 76 percent of the record 1962 corncrop. Farm disappearance of corn the past 
quarter was the highest since 1950. Oat stocks amounted to 47 million bushels, 23 per- 
cent below a year ago and 32 percent below the five-year average. 

Wheat stocks at 3.0 million bushels were 55 percent below last year, 34 percent 
below average, and the lowest since 1952. Rye stocks amounting to 116,000 bushels were 
43 percent below a year ago and 37 percent below the five-year average. 

A total of 60 million bushels of soybeans was held on farms on January l, 6 per- 
cent below the record holdings a year ago, but 22 percent above the average. Disappear- 
ance the past quarter was the highest on record. 


Employment and Wage Rates 


Employment on Illinois farms during December set a new record low for that 
month. The farm labor force during the survey week of December 23-29 totaled 196 
thousand workers, down 22 percent from November and one percent from December 24-30, 
1961. Family workers estimated at 170 thousand or 88 percent of all farm workers in 
December. Family workers dropped 17 percent from November but there was no change 
from December 1961. Hired workers numbered 26 thousand workers in December, down 
42 percent from November and 10 percent below December 1961. 

Total farm employment during 1962 averaged 244 thousand workers compared with 
an average of 246 thousand in 1961. Family workers averaged 194 thousand compared 
with 197 thousand in 1961 and hired workers averaged 50 thousand or up, slightly over the 
49 thousand reported in 1961. 

The farm wage rate index in Illinois on January 1, 1963 stood at 687 (1910-1914=109 
up about four percent above a year earlier. Monthly wages averaged $210 with a house 
furnished and $160 with room and board. Daily wages were reported at $7. 90 with roomand 
board and $9.60 without room or board. Hourly rates were $1.15 without board or room. 
Wage rates and board and room practices vary widely in different parts of the State. 


UNITED STATES CROP SUMMARY 


Total tonnage of the four feed grains held on farms on January 1 was 104.5 million tons--practically the same as the 
104, 2 million tons held a year earlier, The January 1963 total was 4 percent below the record high of 108.6 million tons of two 
years earlier, but was 7 percent above the 1957-61 average. Corn stored on farms was 2 percent below last year and 11 percent 
above average. Disappearance of corn from farms during the October-January quarter of 1962 was 4 percent above the previous 
year. Oats stored on farms totaled 1 percent above a year earlier, but 11 percent less than average. Barley stocks on farms were 
17 percent above last year and S percent above average. Farm stored sorghum grain exceeded a year earlier by 19 percent as disap- 
pearance during the October-December quarter from the larger 1962 crop was 2 percent smaller than the previous year. 

Farm stocks of wheat and rye totaled 10 percent smaller than both last year and average. Wheat stored on farms was 
12 percent below both a year earlier and the average while January 1 farm holdings of rye were 76 percent greater than last year 
and 39 percent above average. Farm stocks of soybeans dropped 12 percent under the January 1 level of a year earlier, but were 
23 percent above average. Flaxseed stocks, with a larger 1962 crop, were 64 percent above the previous January 1, but were 8 per- 
cent smaller than average. 

January 1 farm stocks of hay were up 5 percent from last year and 4 percent above average. The 1962 hay crop was the 
largest of record. However, the total hay supply for the 1962-63 feeding season was the third highest of record because of a smaller 
than average carryover of old hay. In spite of the favorable national supply, the North Atlantic States face hay shortages following 
the drought shortened 1962 crop with January 1 hay supplies one-third below a year ago. South Atlantic and South Central States 
also have hay stocks somewhat below a year earlier while the North Central and Western States are above last year. Light snow cover 
permitted full use of crop residues and winter grain pastures in the Central Corn Belt and Plains States during December. Grazing 
conditions in the Western Range area on January 1 were the best in three years and mild December weather enabled extensive use of 
ranges and pastures. Supplemental feeding requirements in Plains and Western areas were light until late in December, Extreme low 
temperatures stopped winter grain growth and killed pasture crops in the southeastern part of the Nation early in December resulting 
in higher than usual supplemental feeding requirements. 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE a 


CROPS & 


April 10, 1963 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - APRIL 1, 1963 


With warm dry weather the last of March field activity progressed rapidly during the first week of April. Reports on 
April S indicated that 62 percent of the State had adequate soil moisture, 31 percent was short, and 7 percent surplus. Surplus 
moisture was reported only in southern areas where field activity was hampered some by wet fields. As of April 9 nearly 75 per- 
cent of the oats had been sown,compared to 15 percent on this date last year and the average of 55 percent. Plowing for corn 
and soybeans advanced rapidly and by April 9, 60 percent of the land intended to be planted to these crops had been plowed, 
compared to less than 30 percent by this date last year and the average of slightly more than 40 percent. More than the normal 
amount of plowing was completed last fall. 


Wheat Production Indicated 30 Percent Above Average: Prospective wheat production in 1963 is indicated at 61.9 million bushels 

compared to 49.5 million bushels produced last year and the 1957-61 
average of 47.8 million bushels. Wheat seeding was completed slightly ahead of average last fall and the crop made good growth 
during the fall, Wheat came through the winter in good condition despite light snowcover during periods of extremely low tempera- 
tures, and emerged from dormancy in late March when above normal temperatures occurred. The present yield forecast of 34 bu- 
shels per seeded acre is two bushels above a year ago and six bushels above average. Acreage seeded last fall was 17 percent 
larger than that of the previous year. 


Farm Stocks of Feed Grains Below A Year Ago: Farm stocks of corn at 350 million bushels as of April 1, were 7 percent below 

the record farm stocks held on April 1, 1962. However, current April 1 corn 
stocks were 8 percent above the April 1, 1957-61 average. A record disappearance of 172 million bushels of corn occurred during 
the January through March quarter, 30 percent more than the same quarter a year ago. Oats stocks at 24.2 million bushels were 
9.7 million bushels below a year ago and 11.3 million bushels below average. Barley stocks at 426,000 bushels and grain sorghums 
at 78,000 bushels were down sharply from April 1, 1962. 


Soybean Farm Stocks Down: Soybean stocks on farms amounted to 31.8 million bushels on April 1, twelve percent below the 36, 2 
million bushels held a year ago, but 2.6 million bushels above the 1957-61 average. 


Wheat Farm Stocks Same as Year Ago: Wheat stocks held on farms April 1 were 1.2 million bushels, the same as a year ago, but 
24 percent below the five-year average of 1.6 million bushels. 


Farm Labor: Farm workers on Ilinois farms numbered 206, 000 during the survey week of March 24-30. With favorable we ather, 
farmers were seeding oats, plowing for corn and soybeans, and spreading fertilizer, Family workers were estimated 

at 166,000, or 81 percent of all farm workers in March. Family workers were up 12 percent from February, but were down six 

percent from March 1962. Hired workers totaled 40,000 in March, the same as in March 1962, but compared with 29, 000 last 


February. 


ILLINOIS 
Corn for grain 54 60 St 324, 150 378, 286 350, 069 
Wheat 3.4 2.0 2.5 1,638 1,204 13237 
Oats 32 37 30 35, 443 33, 856 24, 168 
Barley 21 29 25 648 740 426 
Rye 10 7.0 6.5 118 95 WE 
Soybeans 22 23 20 29,207 36, 184 31, 778 
UNITED STATES 
orn for grain SB e ys) 59.3 55.0 1, 833, 866 2, 148,640 2, 002, 357 
Wheat 18.4 ied 17.9 217,981 211, 652 195, 878 
Oats 40.2 42.7 41.8 487,801 431,772 431, 606 
Barley 30.6 PAS ih 30.1 1325197, 99, 230 1295137, 
Rye 24.7 15a 18.0 6,971 4, 342 7,425 
Soybeans 22.2 24.2 20.1 114, 413 164, 588 135,989 
ee eee eee ee eee 
Grain Stocks on Farms, Illinois oy Crop Reporting Districts, April t 1962 and 1963 
istrict : orn $ Oy beans A ats 
iis : 1962 ; 1963 1962 : 1963 1962 : 1963 
- Thousand Bushels - 
Northwest 68, 436 63, 506 1,607 1 3023 12, 152 8,421 
Northeast 55,321 47,175 4,771 4,194 SLT, 6,228 
West 39, 568 Shp Syl 2, 469 2,017 2,793 1,844 
Central 95217 53, 108 5,991 4,071 3,693 3,294 
East 595123 615151 7,697 6, 247 3,598 2,464 
W. Southwest 39, 536 SOR WS 5,036 5,333 1, 380 921 
E. Southeast 38, 813 Sos 29 5,980 5,984 1,032 750 
Southwest 10,697 8,241 2,046 1,959 449 181 
Southeast hs: 6,814 587 950 42 65 
ILLINOIS 378, 286 350, 069 36, 184 31, 778 33, 856 24, 168 
SS .2—_005>—555—$“—_ eee 
Hosea S, Harkness George Wangen 
Robert G, Hoffman Sherman B, Winings 
Robert H. Moats Burton R, Miller 


Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statisticians 


' 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Statistical Reporting Service — Ilinols Department of Agriculture, Division of APE Ya Sat tlre 


nn 


APR 19 1963 


(soTdoD-¢) y 
STOUTTII *‘eusqun 
ALVAQTT STOUFITI FO AQIS L2ATU 
UOTSTATG sSpUueunoog 

yzrodey dorzyd s1o0utryy{] 

SSANISNG TVIDLAO 
sjourT ‘pyaysajads ‘62% Xog “O “gd 
TUALINSMOV JO LNANLYVdad “S “A JSIAUTS DNILUOdIY TW OLLSILV.LS 
divd Saad GNV JOVLSOd TUALTNIMSOV JO LNAWLUVdIC °S *N 


po eee 


“SOIIS Pe]ees Ul peiojs sem pue osei0js [euUITOU 107 aM 003 Juiaq se s19j410d0z 

Aq pazyVoIpur sem spoyjeur reyjo ur uread yo uows0ed azofew ayy, ‘spoyqjour z0430 Aq pelpuey 

Sem JUaored G*] PUL SIVIAP UIILJ-jF7O Ul petap sem JuedIed G*¢ ‘rapureUTeZ 94} 50 ‘saslIp 

Qo7eq Ul pues qiqd 10 Ut UT UITeZ 94} WO AT]eTOTFIZIe PelAIp sem WIOD ATIY3 JO yUadIEd G¢ °7T 

eTtyM ‘qrzd IO plstz oy. ur Ajjeanjeu petiap urexd x0; pajsoaarey ur09 ey} Fo yuooA0d CG °z79 

yeqi peyiodei osje syuspuodgsz dorg = <“Burysny puey Aytzeunad--3ae010d auo JO JyeQ ueqd 

889] IO} pajunodsoe poejiodea spoyjeur 19q1Q *s19}x0dez dozd s1oury{~T Aq pazzodexz sv 1311248 

~zayoid prety Aq queozed g*y pue ‘euiquiod uo peasy uszos Aq quaoszed ¢ "LI ‘aeyord yeorueqoou 
Aq pejsearey sem ulesd A0J W109 jo Beare Oyj yo yusDIad “OL ‘Z96T JO 118} 043 UT 


Z96T ‘STOUTIY Ul UTeIty OJ UAOD Jo spogzeyw Burkaq pue Juiyseazepy 


* ke we Re Mw He He HK HK ke KK KR eK Ke hk Ke OK Kh OK OK 


"NOPUIGSeM 
puv to8e1O uzejsoM pUe BIUuIOFITeD ULSYIION UT YIOM Pets poAelop YoreW aze] UI {peyUTeI 
Aaeey ATOAIWLIOY “yJUOU sy} ut 93e] Jurms [NZJ peqoves yng qorep, jo yazed Ayzve ayy m1 
seainjeredura} jeurzou mojeq Aq pamoye sem eluIOsI{eD pue euoztay ut Zurjueid uwoyoD * {1 eF 
-UlVI T9JUIM [BUTIOU MOTEq 243 WioIZ Jorjax sButaq trady sseyun ysom Buijueld jo worajduroo 
ou3 «cis Aeur sjiosdey Arq ‘ojnpeyqes uc ynoqe passeazZ30ad svy Bui3ue;d Burads pue Azp 
pue urrem Ajyensnun sem YyUOW [[Nj sy ‘sexe] uy ‘inyyUeld orem szueld pue pozzejs sem 
Surjuejdsues yng ‘spoq yuvyd 099eq03 Jo YRMOAT POMOIS soAN}eIsduIey JoOD ‘“AeM sepun 
Su1}393 durzuejd u0j309 pue ‘uw109 YIM GOIeW- pur soULs epeu U9seq sey ssoid0I1d pooy 
*yzMOIS MOTs opewur sdord einjsed pue ureiZ 19qUIM pute $9}e1G [eI30aD INOS Ise pue 

DULY YING 343 ut qorey Al are9 ut ssoiZ0A1d Yor psy 1e4}e9M 1009 pu s]IOS 19M 
‘uzeyed pooueape s,re04 4se] puryoq #sraurres nd pue yrOM ple1y pezuNy] j;esyures 
yorew Ayres aq} wioss syios ASf08 ‘3,;eq@ Ur0D UIZ}seyY oy uy *ooed yeurzo0U 94} Ye ynNOGe 
SEM SMO] B1IYM suTeId Suyide jo Zuipses ut ajnpayos Jo peoye yoom & yNOGe SIAM srdUIILy 
eyseriqen ‘tf ttady Aq pepees spiigj-o} [eNsn 943 pue yusoiod cy s,1e9h sv] 07 paredurtod 
SeSsuULY Ul pepses 919M }eO BY} JO SYIANOJ-seIyL 83z2e1G 1e13U9D UIAZON 189M pUe sUIeId 
[@23ueD 243 ur sseidoad mols 8,res3h 4sv] Jo peeye 119m sem suTeIs Buiads jo Burpees 
‘t ttady uo soed yensn 9043 so peaye Ajyersues sasutzeyz ynd Juimojd 112} Jo JUNOWe [euUraz0OU 
uey} tedirey e yim peydnod ssaad0id yoaeyy 33e] OGL ‘“Ajprdesz petap spjo1y pue punoad 

94} JO NO YuSeM jsOory se dn paysid Aqrarzoe yng QoIeW-prur [ijun pesse] yr0Mm pjler7 
‘ode re0h © UeYy} B[qQeIOAR; ssa] Aj] exeUed Jae 
I9JVM POIOZS ULY} L9YIVI MOT] UILeITZs UG ZuIpusdep seaie UI UOT}Estaat r0z szyOodsoad yng 
SULEUUNOW Ul9zs9M UI syIdep MOUs Vyj O} OUIOS Poppe YoIPWFW ‘UOTJEN 24} JO seoie [esjUED 
9Y} Ut SSTOUSTIIFEp SAINZs{OU I9}IUTM Do}eTNuUMose AO; dn eyeu pue B3urmoas sdozs daay 
0] popssu oq [IM sured Surids pesidsepim ‘sexe], pue euroyqe]yO jo esie o][pueyuRY oy 
ul pue sesuey Usreis9mqINoS ul Jdeoxs yWMoIs Buiads j1e}s 0} BJenbope sem saANistouUl [10s 
-doj, ‘Ajpidez sjios aoesins potaip seinjereduia} |eulrouU sAOqe 24} eroqMasy]e nq A]mO]sS 
PelIp VII STU} UI B]IOs payeanzeg ‘“Suipooyy e1oAes pue JFyo una pidez posneod punoad 
USsZOIJ UO SUI[eJ SULIeI VsayT “YyUOW 9uj ut AjAee BULeA DATSS9OKS peY eore UeIyoR] eddy 
pue Aay{eA O1YO 043 3Nq ‘yYorRPP Buianp Azjzunod ay} Jo ysour 1aAOo 4YS1] ALBATIELOA sem 
Teyurey ‘I9qUIM pur 9y3 Zurmoyiog yuourdojsaop Burads Ayres BJurMmols yJUOW 3} UI 9}e] 
1t49UN JS2M 94} UL UO PTeY A2xYyZeEsM JOOD ‘surezuNOW AYIOY 243 Jo 4see UOTJeEN 94} Fo JsOUT 

IdA0 YOIeP ut Alrve pus ydnazge ue oF suIed sounjeasdw9} r19zUIM ]eUIAOCU MOTEg 
‘Zatjszee ze9h 
e uey} poyoodxs aae saojejod Ajrea asiouwr yng ‘aures 94} ynNOQGe 9q Pinoys sstiddns 31qe} 
-~adaa duiads Ajaeo ‘reek jee] UeYyy 10330q Bie syoedsoid yorad uzreyynoG ‘ra1]1"9 Aedh © 
weyt Sse] jUdSIed JT @IOM BUTAIeT UO Pysy sueoqhos pue ‘ssa] JUZDIOEd 2 DIAM SYIOIS JEOUM 
‘xaljeus JusoIed % 919M _ Ytady UO sULeId podyz yo sYyOOs UTAeT ‘samnjzersdurs} mo] owes} 
-xo Aq pauayeam a8eaide DAIASI 0} 894CIG SUIS][ ULBYINOS 343 Jo sz1ed ut AAp 00} sj10s 

-doj 3a] uotjejdioead zayuIM pajiuy, sanedeq o}eWITIISS [T 1aquIZDeq 

24} UEYI ssa] Si UoTJONpoOad yeaym sazUIM Jo JsedaeI0; [| PLAdY sUL ?ISHLVLS GALINA 


PP aw 
HING 
ILLVYNOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


CROPS & 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - MAY 1, 1963 


Field activity made rapid progress during April in Illinois. Normal to above nor - 
mal temperatures generally prevailed except for short periods the second and fourth week 
of the month. Frost and freezing temperatures were experienced in many areas on 
April 24 and May 1. Although moisture fell in varying amounts throughout April, field 
work generally was not hampered for any length of time. By April 30, oat seeding had 
been essentially completed--about two weeks ahead of average, and plowing for corn and 
soybeans was 90 percent completed--about three weeks ahead of average. Ten percent 
of the acreage intended for corn had been planted by May 7. Pasture and hay growth was 
moderately retarded during April although stands generally are excellent. May 1 condition 
of pastures was 85 percent, 5 points below average, while all hay condition was 87, four 
points below average. Generous showers and seasonally rising temperatures have stimu- 
lated growth in recent days. Soil moisture reports as of May 3 indicated 27 percent short, 
68 percent adequate, and 5 percent surplus. 


Wheat Prospects Excellent: Prospective winter wheat production on May 1 at 60,725,000 
ate eae s oe «bushels would be slightly, above the 1961 crop, and the 
largest wheat crop since 1957. The present production outlook is 23 percent larger than 
last year's crop and 27 percent above the 1957-61 average. Stands appear uniformly good 
over the entire State except for a few uneven fields, mostly in the eastern district. Recent 
showers have aided previously dry areas. Little winter kill is apparent although the State 
generally experienced several periods of sub-zero weather in mid-winter. Wheat develop- 
ment is considerably ahead of last year and average. As of Mayl, 25 percent of the wheat 
in the two southernmost districts was headed out. 


Rye condition at 95 percent is four points above last year and three points above 
average. Most of the crop has headed. 


Hay Stocks: Stocks of hay on hand May 1 were 8 percent above a year earlier, but 16 
percent less than the 1957-61 average. Fifty-three percent of the 1962 hay 
production was consumed during January through April this year. 


Farm Labor: Farm workers on Illinois farms numbered 249,000 during the survey week 
— of April 21-27. With favorable weather and relatively dry soil conditions, 
farmers were preparing ground for corn and soybeans at a rapid pace. Family workers 
were estimated at 198,000, or 80 percent of all farm workers in April. Family workers 
were up 19 percent from March, but were down 12 percent from April 1962. Hired work- 
ers totaled 51,000 in April--up from 40,000 in March, but down from 58,000 during April 
1962. 


Statistical Summary for May 1 Report -Acreage, Production, and Hay Stocks in Thousands 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop wAVerager: MngicaiteceowA vera ves: : Indicated 
- 1957-61 cet at eCome re iosTeolmet cde: 1968 
Winter Wheat: 
Acres for harvest 1,668 Loe 1735 26,590 33,482 34,659 
Yield per acre 28.07 SV Arebs) 3580 vane eat | 24.4 2529 
Production, bu. 47,785 49,465 60,725 991,130 816,379 884,519 
Rye condition 92 91 95 88 88 83 
All hay condition 91 87 87 87 86 83 
Pasture condition 90 85 85 85 83 78 
Hay stocks on farms: 
% of previous 
year's crop 23 20 21 18.9 15.04 19.0 
Tons ot 853 919 21,934 18,014 22,974 
Robert G. Hoffman H. James Tippett 
Arthur K. Homann Hosea 
Robert H. Moats Burton R. are eTie LEERARY OF THE 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agr. Statisticians 


MAY 16 1963 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Statistical Reporting Service * Illinois Department of Agriculture, DivisiofiONVABAETT Gfaliséatestics 
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Field activity continued to make rapid progress during May throughout most of 
Illinois. Crop development, however, was slowed down by periods of below normal 
temperatures which existed Statewide and the lack of precipitation over much of the 
northern, eastern and central areas of the State. Heavy rains occurred in western, 
south-central and southern sections at mid-month, with light showers occasionally 
falling over the remainder of the State. Frost and freezing temperatures were fairly 
eeneral across the State on the nights of May 1 and 22. Damage resulted in varying 
degrees to most all growing vegetation; however, for the State as a whole, damage was 
of little consequence. Plowing for corn and soybeans was essentially completed by mid- 
May, and planting advanced rapidly. By June 4 corn planting was nearing completion 
with 95 percent of the intended acreage planted for the State some two weeks ahead of 
average. Corn was slow to germinate and with cool temperatures grew slowly and was 
yellow. However, with warmer temperatures the first of June, the crop has shown 
more rapid growth and has better color. Eighty-five percent of the soybean acreage 
was planted by June 4, a week ahead of average. Corn and soybean planting laggedin 
southern areas where wet conditions existed. Small grains generally remained in good 
to excellent condition. First cuttings of hay were about 20 percent completed by the 
first week of June. Hay is reported to be of good quality but yielding light. 


Wheat Prospects Continue Good: Prospective wheat production on June 1 at 60,725,000 

bushels is unchanged from the May 1 forecast. Frost 
damage from cold spells at the first and 22nd of May appear to have occurred ina few 
widely scattered areas. As of June 1, virtually all fields had headed and by the 10th, 
most fields in major heat areas had started to turn yellow. Development to this time 
has been slightly ahead of last year, and one week ahead of average. 


Peach Prospects Very Poor: The Illinois peach crop is estimated at 120,000 bushels 

this year, 82 percent below last year, and 86 percent 
below the 1957-61 average. Extremely low temperatures for a prolonged period this 
past winter wiped out most of the Illinois peach crop. 


Farm Labor: Farm workers on Illinois farms numbered 282,000 during the survey 

week of May 19-25. With only infrequent showers interrupting field 
activities, farmers were completing corn and soybean plantings and beginning to cut 
hay and cultivate row crops. Family workers were estimated at 221,000, or 78 per- 
cent of all farm workers. Family workers were up 12 percent from April, but were 
down 6 percent from May 1962. Hired workers totaled 61,000 in May--up from 
51,000 in April, but down from 64,000 during May 1962. 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FOR JUNE 1 REPORT 


: ILLINOIS : UNITED STATES 
Crop :Average : ..,5  «amdicated :Average : 14,5 : Indicated 
‘1957-61 , 1962 1963. 1957-61 , 1962 2 °"'1963 
Winter Wheat 
Acres for harvest (000) 1,668 1 ee er 35 38,590 33,482 34,659 
Yield per acre, bu. 285-4 ee ips 35:70 2507 24.4 24.7 
Production, bu. (000) 47,785 49, 465 60,725 997,730 816,379 854,542 
All Hay - Condition, % 90 91 82 86 83 78 
Pasture - Condition, % 92 91 84 87 78 76 
Peaches - Production,bu.(000) 842 650 120 (ees Oe oro. B9 73,840 
Robert G. Hoffman H. James Tippett 
Arthur K. Homann Hosea S. Harkness 
Robert H. Moats Burton R. Miller 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge Agricultural Statisticians 


THE LIBRARY OF dic 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Statistical Reporting Service * IMinois Department of Agriculture, Division of Agricultural Statistics 
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Com and Soybean Production Record High-Wheat Near Record: Illinois! all crop production index computed to 119 as of 

August 1, the highest level of the fourteen years for which the 
index has been computed, This compares with 114 for 1962 and the 1957-61 average of 105. Record corn and soybean prospects 
together with a near record wheat crop nudged the index upward even though these increases were partially offset by lower oat and 
hay production, 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - AUGUST 1, 1963 


Corn Yield Outlook Improves: Production of corn for grain in Illinois is now forecast at 717 million bushels, up four percent from 

the July 1 forecast and an all-time record output for the State. This year's crap is nearly five 
percent larger than last year's record crop and 18 percent above the 1957-61 average. The indicated yield of 81 bushels per acre 
harvested for grain is only two bushels below last year's high of 83 and compares with the 1957-61 average of 69 bushels. With 
timely rain in most areas during July, corn condition improved markedly, especially in the Northeast, West, and Central portions, 
There are exceptions, such as portions of the Southwest District (SW), where continued dry weather limits the outlook, Pollination 
took place in good weather and near normal temperatures, Forty percent of the crop is in the dough stage. Cornborer has not been 
a serious menance to date, but could become so since they are ahead of last year in egg-laying. 


Soybean Production a Record: Prospective soybean production is estimated at a record high of 163 million bushels--3 percent 

above last year (the previous record) and 20 percent above the 1957-61 average. The indicated 
yield at 29.0 bushels is also a record high--one-half bushel above last year and 2,2 bushels above the five-year average. State- 
wide development of the crop is generally the better part of a week ahead of average. 


Wheat Production Sets Record Yield: The indicated wheat crop of 67.7 million bushels is 18,2 million bushels above last year 

and 42 percent greater than 1957-61 average production. Wheat yields averaged 39 bushels 
per acre this season, This exceeds the previous record high in 1956 of 37.5 bushels and is 10 bushels above the 1957-61 average. 
Except for scattered incidence of insect and frost damage, no extensive damage to the crop occurred this year. Virtually all of 
Illinois' wheat had been combined by mid-July, nearly two weeks ahead of average. 


Oat Yield a Record: The oat crop is estimated at 81 million bushels, up eight percent from the July 1 forecast. This year's 

crop is only fractionally higher than last year's crop which was the lowest since 1934, Yield at 57 bushels 
per acre is four bushels above last year and 8.6 bushels above the five-year average. Harvest took place in good weather and 
was nearly completed by August 1. 


Hay Production Improves Slightly: Hay production, estimated at 3.6 million tons, is up 2 percent from last month but 19 percent 

below last year and 24 percent below the five-year average. Yields are down about one-sixth 
from average and a year earlier, In general quality has been excellent but second cuttings were disappointing in many areas due 
to the dry spring and early summer weather, Showers in recent weeks have improved the outlook for a third cutting of alfalfa. 
Farmers, particularly dairymen, in some areas have found it necessary to feed hay or silage to supplement their pastures, 


Farm Labor: Employment on Illinois farms totaled 275,000 persons during the survey week of July 21-27, down 10 percent from 
June and unchanged from a year earlier, Principal field activities are baling hay and straw and plowing for winter 
wheat. Sweet corn and tomato harvest has begun in commercial canning areas. 


UNITED STATES 


Farmers expect to harvest 147 million tons of the four feed grains in 1963--3 percent more than the 1962 output and 2 per - 
cent larger than the 1957-61 average. Corn prospects improved during July in the Central Corn Belt and in the East South Central 
States. The indicated corn yield is 63.4 bushels per acre compared with last year's record 64,1 bushels, Corn for grain production 
of 3.86 billion bushels is 6 percent larger than last year because 7 percent larger acreage more than offset the lower yield. 


The estimated production of food grains increased during July because of improved prospects in the Eastern Corn Belt and 
Canadian Border States, The indicated 1963 food grain tonnage of 38.6 million tons is 4 percent larger than 1962. 


The first forecast of 1963 soybean production surpasses last year's near record crop as acreage for harvest is 4 percent 
greater and the indicated yield is 24,9 bushels per acre compared with 24,2 bushels in 1962, The 723 million bushels estimated 
for 1963 is 7 percent larger than last year and 28 percent more than average. July weather favored soybeans in the main producing 
States, but prospects were not as good in fringe areas. 
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September 11, 1963 oe 
ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - SEPTEMBER 1, 1963 


Illinois' all crop production index computed to 121 as of September 1, up 2 points from August 1, and is at the 
highest level of the fourteen years for which the index has been computed, The current index is seven points above last 
year's record and 16 points above the 1957-61 average. 


Corn Prospects Increase: Production of corn for grain in Illinois is estimated at 734 million bushels, up 2 percent 
from the August 1 forecast. The current forecast is seven percent larger than the 

1962 record crop and 21 percent above the 1957-61 average. Conditions generally remained favorable for corn during 

August. Higher plant population, possibly longer ears, and greater depth of kernel appear to have offset the poor filling 

of ears observed in many fields in Central and Northern Illinois, By September 10 four-fifths of the corn was dented or 

beyond while nearly three-tenths was mature. Early picking has been reported in a few scattered areas, 


Soybean Prospects Continue Good: Soybean production is estimated at 163 million bushels, the largest crop on record, 

Unchanged from the August 1 forecast, this is three percent above the last year's 
record crop and 20 percent above the 1957-61 average. On September 10 over four-fifths of the soybeans were turning 
or had turned yellow, with slightly less than a third shedding or having shed leaves. Harvest has started in scattered 
areas of Central and Southern IIlinois. 


Hay Production Improves Slightly: Production of hay is estimated at 3.7 million tons compared with 4.4 million tons 

last year and the five-year average of 4,7 million tons, Prospects improved during 
August as the third cutting yields of alfalfa were better in many localities than had been anticipated. About 80 percent 
of the third crop alfalfa has been put up. 


Farm Labor: Employment on Illinois farms totaled 231,000 persons during the survey week of August 18-24, down 
16 percent from July and five percent from a year earlier, Principal activities are baling hay, shelling old 
corn, and fall plowing for winter wheat. Apple harvest is active in commercial counties. 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CORN AND SOYBEANS BY DISTRICTS, 1962 AND 1963 Ay 
oe a a ea a ee ee 


District 3 Corn for Grain Soybeans for Beans 


and 


thousand bushels thousand bushels 


: acre, bushels : acre, bushels : 

State : 1962 paver ee] ; 16 oi 1203 1962 ye 1963 51962 y~ +1963 
ee ee es eer ee 
Northwest 86 82 117,524 117, 654 30 30 6, 369 7,024 
Northeast 81 80 79, 904 84, 687 28 29 12,282 12, 746 
West 81 81 69, 305 74, 805 29 30 A be HN ie 2t5 
Central 92 91 110, 566 115, 999 31 32 Plo OS: 22,858 
East 91 92 105, 362 112, 855 32 31 29,619 28,687 
West Southwest 83 85 85,975 93, 382 31 31 27,945 28,501 
East Southeast 80 82 74,691 83,522 27 28 29, 790 30, 098 
Southwest 54 60 Pail selfs) 24, 554 22 24 ODO 11, 165 
Southeast 59 66 21,965 27,009 23 25 9, 456 11,005 

ILLINOIS 83.0 83.0 686, 410 734, 467 28.5 2950 158, 888 163, 299 


——aReqewaaoaa—a—e—e—eaeaeeeeeeeSSSSSaSaEaEaoaEaEaaaeaeeaEaEaEeaoaLES EEE" 
1/ Preliminary estimates as of September 1, 1963. 
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October 11, 1963 


Ilinois' all crop production index computed to 123 as of October 1 
level of the fourteen years for which the index has been com 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - OCTOBER 1, 1963 


» up 2 points from September 1, and the highest 
puted, The current index is 9 points above last year's record and 


18 points above the 1957-61 average. Increases in corn, soybean, and hay production prospects were the main factors contrib- 
uting to the increase over a month earlier, Dry, warm weather during September allowed rapid progress of soybean harvest 
and other field activities. As of October 8, 60 percent of the winter wheat had been seeded. Much of the Central and South 
has had less than one-tenth inch of rain in the past three weeks and less than one-quarter inch since September 3. Pasture 


condition reported at 67 percent is the lowest for October 1 since 1955, 


Corn Prospects Increase: 


The 1963 Illinois corn crop is estimated at 752 million bushels--10 percent above the record 1962 


crop and 24 percent greater than the 1957-61 average. The current yield forecast of 85 bushels per 


acre, is up 2 bushels from September 1 and 2 bushels above the record yield in 1962. Essentially all corn was mature by 
October 8 and about 10 percent of the crop had been harvested. Most of the crop is carrying too much moisture for safe cribbing. 


Soybean Production Record High: 


22 percent above the 1957-61 average. Estimated 
1961, and 1962, and is 2.7 bushels above average. 


Soybean production in Illinois is estimated at 166 million bushels--over 4 percent above the 


record 1962 crop. 


The current forecast is 2 percent above the September 1 estimate and is 
yield at 29,5 bushels is one bushel above the previous high reported in 1956, 
About 85 percent of the crop was harvested by October 8, over 10 days 


ahead of average and last year, Combining this year has progressed rapidly with no major delays due to weather, 


Hay Production Increases: Hay prospects have improved moderately as late cuttings yielded better than had been anticipated 
earlier, The estimated 3,9 million tons, however, is 11 percent below last year's production, 


Corn Stocks Lower: Old corn on farms October 1 totaled 27 million bushels com 
and was 25 percent below the 5-year average. 
and were slightly below average. 
go. Oat stocks totaled 56 million bushels the same as last 


1,1 million bushels held a year earlier, 
average but up sharply from the 4,9 million bushels held a year a 


year but much smaller than the average of 77 million bushels. 


pared to 41 million bushels October 1, 1962, 
Soybean stocks at 794,000 were down sharply from the 


Wheat stocks at 7.4 million bushels were about 


Farm Labor: Employment on Illinois farms totaled 258, 000 persons during the survey week of September 22-28, up twelve 


with board and room and $10.00 without board or room, 


percent from August and fractionally higher than a year earlier, Wages per month averaged $216 with house 


furnished and $162 with board and room, up $7 and $1, respectively, from a year earlier. Daily rates were reported at $8.00 


up a dime in each case from a year earlier, Average pay per hour 
was $1.17, up a cent from a year earlier, Farm wage rates vary considerably in different areas of Illinois, 


YIELD, PRODUCTION, AND STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL CROPS BY DISTRICTS, 1962 AND 1963 Ly. 


istrict 3 chin) sierd Repent Oe ats : eat : oybeans 
oe qe 82 Ope 2903) en 19025" 1963" toga) Fy "1963 eee Se aeeeaha CE 
- Yield per harvested:acre, (bushels)- 

Northwest 86 83 By 58 36 38 30 31 
Northeast 81 81 60 64 38 41 28 29 
West 81 85 48 oe 30 40 29 32 
Central 92 94 58 57 SY 42 31 33 
East 91 93 SY 56 3h 44 32 32 
W. Southwest 83 88 44 51 55 38 31 32 
E, Southeast 80 86 do 51 33 41 27 28 
Southwest 54 61 ail 41 29 35 22 24 
Southeast 59 70 31 32 26 34 23 24 

ILLINOIS 83.0 85.0 53.0 57.0 32.5 39.0 28.5 2950 

- Production, (thousand bushels) - 

Northwest 117,524 118, 583 24, 422 25,207 547 724 6, 369 7,260 
Northeast 79,904 85, 357 18, 064 17,655 1,477 ie We 12,282 12,965 
West 69,305 78, 188 8, 507 9,058 3, 381 6,056 ERS eye 118972 
Central 110, 566 119, 485 11,528 10,711 5, 943 Unde Ze o15 23, 565 
East 105, 362 113, 747 10, 873 10, 168 5, 228 gee 22019 29, 604 
W. Southwest 85,975 96, 335 3,015 By) SY28, 11, 736 14, 248 27,945 28,952 
E. Southeast 74,691 87, 262 Spire 3,329 WOES 15, 863 29, 790 30, 089 
Southwest 21, 118 24, 748 706 864 6, 420 8,554 SOs 10,930 
Southeast 21,965 28, 460 273 285 3, 198 4,506 9,456 10, 777 

ILLINOIS 686, 410 752, 165 80, 560 80, 598 49, 465 67,665 158, 888 166,114 
oJ 

- Stocks on Farms, October 1, (thousand bushels) - 

Northwest 10, 126 6, 125 L759 18,821 42 118 22 84 
Northeast 6, 802 2, 499 13, 643 13,007 84 120 208 75 
West 7,407 2, 889 5,241 Sess 161 339 60 157, 
Central 3, 466 3, 458 7, 446 6,718 339 277 129 45 
East 4, 344 4,942 7,672 7,086 199 556 444 30 
W. Southwest 5,640 3,585 1, 828 1919 893 725 31 56 
E. Southeast 1,882 PA Tas) 1,955 2,086 878 2,261 184 270 
Southwest 830 661 428 593 2,015 2,612 12 68 
Southeast 484 572 220 238 335 435 11 2 

ILLINOIS 40,981 27, 456 56, 392 56, 419 4,946 7,443 1,101 794 


Robert H, Moats 
Agricultural Statistician In Charge 


OCT 18 1863 


yrivepeity fF mrs 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Statistical Reporting Service 
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1/ Preliminary estimates as of October 1, 1963. lit tii 
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Agricultural Statisticians 


MMinols Department of Agricuiture, Division of Agricultural Statistics 
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ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


Og ee 


November 14, 1963 &E 


ILLINOIS CROP REPORT - NOVEMBER 1, 1963 


[linois' all crop production index computed to 123 as of November 1, unchanged from October 1, and is the highest 
on record, The current index is nine points above the previous record made last year and is nineteen points above the 1957-61 
average. Although there appeared to be factors working against crop production throughout the crop season all major field 
crops except hays yielded above last year and average for the State as a whole, Harvest moved rapidly during October with 
essentially no delays resulting from weather. Dry weather during September and October allowed harvest of both corn and 
soybeans to advance at least two week ahead of average. October was extremely dry with very few areas in the State receiv- 
ing as much as two inches of precipitation, Wheat seeding generally was completed by November 1 although much of the 
acreage had not had sufficient moisture to germinate prior to the occurrence of showers the last week of October, 


CORN CROP RECORD PRODUCTION: The 1963 Ilinois Corn crop is estimated at 752 million bushels, 10 percent above 

the record 1962 crop and 24 percent greater than the 1957-61 average. The current 
yield forecast of 85 bushels per acre is unchanged from October 1 and is two bushels above the record yield in 1962, By 
November 1 over 70 percent of the crop had been harvested compared to less than 60 percent a year ago and the five-year 
November 1 average of less than 50 percent, 


SOYBEAN PRODUCTION HIGHEST OF RECORD: Soybean production in Illinois is estimated at 166 million bushels--over 

4 percent above the record 1962 crop. The current forecast is unchanged 
from the October 1 estimate and is 22 percent above average. Estimated yield at 29.5 bushels is one bushel above the previ- 
ous high reported in 1956, 1961, and 1962, and is 2.7 bushels above average. Harvest had essentially been completed by 
November 1, two weeks ahead of average. 


FARM LABOR: Employment on Illinois farms totaled 272,000 persons during the week of October 20-26, up five percent 

from September and three percent over a year ago. October farm employment which has been steadily 
decreasing over the years, was at its highest level in four years, presumably because of exceptionally favorable weather for 
fieldwork, Family workers numbered 216,000 up 8,000 from last year at this time, while the number of hired workers, at 
56,000 was unchanged, Excellent weather during the month speeded harvest of corn and remaining soybeans, Fall plowing 
and wheat seeding were other farm activities, 


YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CORN AND SOYBEANS BY DISTRICTS, 1962 AND 1963 i7 


District ; Corn for Grain Z Soybeans for Beans 
3 Yield per harvested : Production, : Yield per harvested - Production, 
and i_acre, bushels__: _ thousand bushels__: acre, bushels _—_—:__—thousand bushels 
State mereioo2 a |. 1063" FoR 11962 be tS63- “Sirgen 9627:))-* Betises | “* yh toes") "tae 4963 
I a a EE ee ee eee eee ee ee ee 
Northwest 86 81 117,524 115, 804 30 30 6, 369 7,081 
Northeast 81 81 79,904 85, 440 28 28 12, 282 12, 413 
West 81 85 69, 305 78, 219 29 31 LIS 7 11, 683 
Central 92 93 110, 566 118125 31 33 22,095 23, 368 
East 91 95 105, 362 116, 119 32 32 29,619 29, 356 
West Southwest 83 88 85,975 96, 333 31 33 27,945 30, 078 
East Southeast 80 87 74, 691 88, 299 ar 28 29, 790 30, 380 
Southwest 54 62 21, 118 25, 282 22 24 CANS 11, 068 
Southeast 59 70 21,965 28, 544 23 24 9,456 10, 687 
ILLINOIS 83.0 85.0 686, 410 752, 165 28.5 2935 158, 888 166, 114 


SS: 0—“c—noaouauaea———————————————wO——— 
1/ Preliminary estimates as of November 1, 1963. 
UNITED STATES 


October weather favored full development and rapid harvest of the major row crops, but doomed many fall pastures and 
threatened some acreages of fall seeded grains, Corn, sorghum grain, tice, and cotton were major crops showing increased 
prospects on November 1, but continued soil moisture shortages in the South lowered prospects for soybeans and peanuts. Pasture 
condition was reported as 60 percent of normal--the lowest November condition since 1956. Rains over most of the eastern half 
of the Nation since November 1 will help fall seeded grains but were too late to aid pastures for the 1963 season except in southern 
areas. The "all crops" production index remained at the record level of 110, the same as a month earlier, The composite index 
of yield per acre covering 28 major crops also was unchanged from the record level of 114 set last month, 

Total tonnage of the four feed grains is now expected to total 153.1 million tons, 1 percent more than a month ago and 
7 percent larger than the 1962 total. While dry October weather lowered prospects in some areas, the net effect of the above nor- 
mal temperatures and delayed frost was to permit full development of late acre ages of corn and sorghum grain, and speed harvest 
activity. The record com crop in prospect a month ago improved during October and the current estimate indicates a total of 
4,033 million bushels, The average yield of 66.2 bushels exceeds last year's previous high of 64, 1 bushels per acre. 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS * 
As Percentage of “Normal” 


YIELD PER ACRE OF ALL CROPS * 
As Percentage of ‘‘Normal’’ 


E23 Good to excellent 

Foir 

BBB Poor hs 

EB very poor ‘ AS REPORTED BY 
GB Neos toiiure CROP CONRESPONDENTS 


AS REPORTED BY 
CROP CORRESPONDENTS 


- OVER - 


U. #, ORPAMTMENT OF AsmICULTURE STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE U. &. ORPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. BRE F2- Od (TT) ET ATIPTICAL REPORTING SERVICE 


U.S. Department of Agriculture, Statistical Reporting Service * Mlinois Department of Agricuiture, Division of Agricultural Statistics 
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